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War on terrorism

Akbar court-martial: A sergeant’s ad-
mission that he rolled grenades into the
tents of sleeping soldiers in Kuwait last

year will be admissible when he goes on
trial in the attack, a judge at Fort Bragg,

N.C., ruled Thursday.
The ruling came at a pretrial hearing for

Sgt. Hasan Akbar, 33, of the 101st Airborne
Division. A statement he made immediately
after the attack was admitted as evidence
but some later statements were disallowed
by the military judge, Col. Stephen Henley.

Henley also granted Akbar’s lawyers a
delay in his trial until April 5 so they could
gather more documentation for an insanity
defense. The court-martial had been set for
Feb. 15.

Moussaoui trial: A Jordanian man who
claims he was Osama bin Laden’s body-
guard was questioned by U.S. officials who
are considering having him testify at the Vir-

ginia trial of terror sus-
pect Zacarias Mous-
saoui, the man’s attor-
ney said Thursday.

Shadi Abdellah, 28,
sentenced last Novem-
ber to four years in pris-
on for helping plan ter-
ror attacks in Germa-
ny, was granted early
release last month after
serving more than half
the time, including in
pretrial custody.

Abdellah is now in
the country’s witness

protection program, but Germany allowed
U.S. prosecutors to talk with him for three
days this week as they consider whether to
use him as a witness in the Moussaoui trial.

U.S. soldier killed: An American soldier
was fatally injured when a Humvee vehicle
rolled over in Kabul, Afghanistan, while an-
other was slightly hurt by a bomb, the mili-
tary said Thursday.

The Humvee accidentally overturned dur-
ing a routine security patrol Wednesday
evening in Paktika province, a military state-
ment said.

The second soldier, hurt when a home-
made bomb hit a U.S. convoy patrolling near
Asadabad in eastern Kunar province, was
treated and returned to duty, the military
said.

Hassan kidnapping: A mutilated body
found in Iraq is not that of kidnapped aid
worker Margaret Hassan, the British govern-
ment said Wednesday. But the Foreign Of-
fice said it continued to believe Hassan had
been murdered, although the evidence was
not conclusive.

The Foreign Office said dental tests con-
ducted in the United States showed the body
of a woman of Western appearance, found in
Fallujah last month by U.S. Marines, was not
Hassan.

The Iraq director of the aid group CARE
International, Hassan, 59, was abducted on
her way to work in Baghdad on Oct. 19. On
Nov. 16, the Arab satellite station Al-Jazeera
said it had received a video showing the exe-
cution of a female hostage identified as Has-
san.

World

Haiti violence: U.N. peacekeeping forces
circled Haiti’s capital Thursday, hours after
at least 11 people were killed and scores
wounded in violence that marred Secretary
of State Colin Powell’s visit with Haitian
leaders aimed at stopping the country’s
bloodshed.

Peacekeepers stood guard around the na-
tional penitentiary, where inmates rioted
Wednesday night, leaving seven dead. Pris-
oners armed with knives and rocks tried to
break free as gunmen outside opened fire,
said national prison director Fritzner Pierre.

Pierre said the violence was in reaction to
leaked information that prison authorities

planned to transfer some inmates.

U.S. woman’s Peru conviction: The
Inter-American Court of Human Rights has
upheld the conviction of an American
woman imprisoned in Peru for terrorist col-
laboration with Marxist guerrillas, Presi-
dent Alejandro Toledo confirmed Thursday.

When asked to comment on news reports
of the ruling about Lori Berenson, Toledo
told Radioprogramas radio that the court
members “have ratified the sentence and I
once again salute the court members.”

The court, which is affiliated with the Or-
ganization of American States, last week de-
bated Berenson’s appeal and 20-year sen-
tence.

Indonesia terror trial: The bombing last
year of the J.W. Marriott hotel in Indonesia’s
capital was inspired by Osama bin Laden, a
militant who was convicted in the attack said
Thursday.

“I met with Osama bin Laden frequently
in Afghanistan and heard him speak about
waging war against America and its allies,”
Mohammad Rais said in testimony in the
trial of alleged terrorist leader Abu Bakar
Bashir. “We saw the Marriott attack as a
message from Osama bin Laden,” he said.

Bashir, an Islamic cleric, has been
charged with heading al-Qaida’s alleged affil-
iate in Southeast Asia, Jemaah Islamiyah,
and with inciting followers to take part in the
2002 Bali bombings that killed 202 people,
and the Marriott attack that killed 12.

Nation

Lotto winner arrest: A man who won a
record $315 million in the Powerball lottery
was taken to jail on charges of drunken driv-
ing and carrying a pistol, authorities said.

Jack Whittaker, 57, was arrested Tuesday
night after his Hummer struck a concrete
median on the West Virginia Turnpike near
Beckley.

Troopers also said they found a small pis-
tol in Whittaker’s boot and he was carrying
$117,000. He was released after he was ar-
raigned and posted $1,700 bail. Besides the
DUI and weapons charges, he was charged
with failure to maintain control of his vehi-
cle and failure to submit to a breath test.

Right-to-die case: Florida Governor Jeb

Bush went to the U.S. Supreme Court on
Wednesday in a bid to keep a severely
brain-damaged woman alive over her hus-
band’s objections.

At issue is whether Bush overstepped his
authority when he pushed through the Legis-
lature a law in 2003 that allowed him to
have Terri Schiavo’s feeding tube reinsert-
ed. Six days earlier, her husband had the
tube removed with a judge’s approval.

Election indictment: President Bush’s
former New England campaign chairman
says he will fight a federal indictment in the
jamming of get-out-the-vote phone lines
Election Day 2002 in New Hampshire.

“I am saddened to learn that this action
has been taken against me,” James Tobin
said Wednesday in a statement. “I have
great respect for the justice system and plan
to fight back to clear my name.”

New Hampshire Democrats, who have
filed a lawsuit over the jamming, had ac-
cused Tobin in October of involvement in
the jamming. Tobin, 44, stepped down Oct.
15, but denied involvement at the time.

Los Alamos management: Stung by secu-
rity lapses at the Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory, the government will consider busi-
ness and management ability as much as sci-
entific expertise when selecting a new man-
ager for the facility.

Los Alamos has been managed by the Uni-
versity of California since the lab’s creation
as a top-secret World War II project to devel-
op the atomic bomb. But problems, includ-
ing missing computer drives and sloppy fis-
cal procedures, led the department for the
first time to call for an open bidding process
last year.

Robert Blake trial: A jury of seven men
and five women was selected Wednesday to
decide whether actor Robert Blake mur-
dered his wife, Bonny Lee Bakley.

The panel was selected and sworn in after
a prosecutor and defense attorney used nu-
merous challenges to remove potential ju-
rors from the jury box. They did not have to
state a reason for the peremptory challeng-
es. Six alternate jurors, three women and
three men, also were chosen.

The panel was ordered to return Monday
morning for opening statements.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Moussaoui

AP

Congo unrest: Congolese soldiers guard a government official’s Thursday house in Goma,

Democratic Republic of Congo. U.N. air and ground patrols have photographed freshly made

encampments and unidentified well-equipped troops in east Congo, U.N. officials said

Thursday, bolstering suspicions, still unconfirmed, that Rwanda is making good on its

threat to send troops into its larger, weaker neighbor. U.N. officials say they have yet to

conclusively determine any Rwandan troop presence in Congo — a finding that would

confirm a Rwanda violation of central African peace accords and leave the international

community with the difficult decision of how to react.
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U.S. deaths
in Iraq

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With the in-
surgency still a threat to Iraq’s
planned elections, the U.S. force
is about to expand to its highest
level of the war — even higher
than the initial invading force in
March 2003.

The force will grow from
138,000 today to about 150,000 by
mid-January, the Pentagon said
Wednesday.

Extra troops are needed to bol-
ster security before the national
elections scheduled for Jan. 30.
The increase in troop strength
also underscores the fact that, de-
spite enormous effort and cost,
American commanders have yet
to train and equip enough Iraqis
for security duty.

Lt. Gen. Lance Smith, deputy
commander of Central Com-
mand, which is responsible for
U.S. military operations through-
out the Middle East, told report-
ers at the Pentagon last month
that the insurgents have managed

to intimidate many Iraqis into not
cooperating with the Americans.

The expansion of the U.S. force
also recalls assertions made by
some Bush administration offi-
cials when the invasion was
launched that although stabiliz-
ing the country would not be easy
or cheap, it certainly would not re-
quire more U.S. troops than it
took to topple Baghdad.

As it turns out, the post-inva-
sion period has been far costlier
in blood and treasure than almost
anyone predicted. When Presi-
dent Bush declared major com-
bat operations were over May 1,
2003, the United States had about
148,000 troops in Iraq — slightly
more than when the war began
two months earlier and more
than were there when Baghdad
fell in early April.

The Pentagon said Wednesday
that Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld approved a plan to
send 1,500 soldiers of the 82nd
Airborne Division from Fort
Bragg, N.C., to Iraq this month
and to extend by 60 days the com-
bat tours of about 10,400 soldiers

and Marines in Iraq who were to
come home in January.

Most of those whose tours are
being extended will serve two
months longer than the 12-month
tours the Army set as a standard
to avoid putting too much stress
on troops and their families.

The 12,000-troop increase is to
last only until March, but it says
much about the strength and resil-
iency of an insurgency that U.S.
military planners did not foresee
even a year ago, when they were
focused on capturing deposed
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

One unit, the 2nd Brigade of
the 1st Cavalry Division, is being
extended for the second time. Its
soldiers originally were told they
would be going home in Novem-
ber at the end of a 10-month as-
signment, but in October they got
the news they would remain until
mid-January. Now they are being
extended until mid-March.

Rumsfeld’s decision also ap-
plies to about 4,400 troops of the
2nd Brigade of the 25th Infantry
Division. They will stay until
mid-March.

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least 1,256 members of the
U.S. military have died since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 984 died as a result of hostile action,
the Defense Department said. The figures include
three military civilians.

The AP count is one lower than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally.

It’s not unusual for the figures to differ slightly
from day to day.

The British military has reported 74 deaths; Italy,
19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the Neth-
erlands, two each; and Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry and Latvia have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared
that major combat operations in Iraq had ended,
1,118 U.S. military members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 875 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:
� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications reported by the military:
� Army Spc. Sergio R. Diazvarela, 21, Lomita,

Calif.; died Nov. 24 in Ramadi, Iraq, when a bomb det-
onated near his patrol; assigned to 1st Battalion,
503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
Camp Howze, Korea.

� Army Sgt. Christian P. Engeldrum, 39, New
York; died Monday in Baghdad, Iraq, when his vehi-
cle struck a bomb; assigned to the National Guard’s
1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, New York —
Army Pfc. Wilfredo F. Urbina, 29, Baldwin, N.Y.; died
Monday in Baghdad, Iraq, when his vehicle struck a
bomb; assigned to the National Guard’s 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Regiment, New York — Marine Lance
Cpl. Blake A. Magaoay, 20, Pearl City, Hawaii; killed
Monday in Iraq’s Anbar province; assigned to 1st
Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

� Army Sgt. Michael A. Smith, 24, Camden, Ark.;
died Friday at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C., from injuries received in Baghdad,
Iraq, on Nov. 7 from small arms fire; assigned to the
National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regi-
ment, Texarkana, Ark.

BY NICK WADHAMS

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents killed an
American soldier in the restive city of
Mosul and mortar strikes pummeled
central Baghdad on Thursday, while
the U.S. Embassy barred employees
from the highway leading to the air-
port after failing to stop attackers
from targeting foreigners who travel
the dangerous road.

Despite the continued violence, a top
Iraqi official insisted the security situa-
tion had improved since U.S. forces
scattered insurgents in the Sunni city
of Fallujah last month in preparation
for elections set for Jan. 30.

The U.S. government has announced
it is raising troop strength in Iraq to its
highest level of the war to secure the
election.

While Iraq’s Kurds and majority Shi-
ites back the elections, Sunni groups
have demanded a postponement be-
cause of the poor security. President
George W. Bush dismissed those calls
Thursday, insisting that Iraq’s elec-
tions must not be delayed.

The American soldier was on a
U.S.-Iraqi patrol in eastern Mosul
when the attack occurred, Lt. Col. Paul
Hastings said. He said two Iraqi com-
mandos were also wounded.

Hastings also said Iraqi and U.S. forc-
es discovered 14 more unidentified bod-
ies in different areas in Mosul on Thurs-
day. He said there were also reports of
five more bodies picked up by family
members. That brings to at least 66 the
number of bodies — many of them be-
lieved members of the Iraqi security
forces — since Nov. 18.

Mosul’s police force disintegrated
during an insurgent uprising last
month, forcing the U.S. command to di-
vert troops from the offensive in Fallu-
jah.

A witness in Mosul, Iraq’s third larg-
est city with about 1 million people,
said he saw three bodies dumped in a
western neighborhood, two of them
with notes tucked in their undershirts
that identified them as members of the
Iraqi National Guard. They had several
gunshot wounds to their heads and bod-
ies. Insurgents have repeatedly target-
ed Iraqi police and soldiers, who are
seen as cooperating with U.S. forces.

Also Thursday, attackers launched at
least five mortars in central Baghdad,
including two that crashed into the
Green Zone, the compound that houses
Iraq’s interim administration and U.S.
diplomatic missions.

One round struck near a mobile
phone office in Baghdad’s Arasat neigh-
borhood, killing two civilians and
wounding five, U.S. military spokes-
man Lt. Col. James Hutton said.

U.S. forces have been helpless to stop
insurgents from firing mortars into the
heavily fortified area, a sharp reminder
of how efforts to calm to the country
ahead of the elections have been frus-
trated.

U.S. senators visiting Iraq on Thurs-
day said they were pleased with Presi-
dent Bush’s decision raising troop lev-
els, but criticized him for not doing so
earlier.

“We should have leveled with the
American people in the beginning,”
Sen. Joseph Biden, a Democrat from
Delaware, told reporters. “It was abso-
lutely inevitable” that more troops
would be needed.

A symbol of the Americans’ struggle
to restore security has been the airport
highway. Attackers using car bombs
and explosives have stymied U.S. ef-
forts to protect the road, one of the
country’s most crucial yet also one of
its most perilous.

U.S. force in Iraq to grow by January to highest level of war

Mortar rounds strike central Baghdad
U.S. Embassy tells
workers they can’t
use airport road

AP

A column of smoke rises after several mortar rounds exploded in central Baghdad

on Thursday, including two in the Green Zone, the enclave that houses Iraq’s inter-

im administration and several foreign embassies. At least one person was killed.
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BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan
appealed to Taliban militants on
Thursday to make peace with
American forces and respect the
victory of Hamid Karzai in the
country’s first presidential elec-
tion.

Zalmay Khalilzad promised
“non-criminal” supporters of the
former hardline regime that nei-
ther U.S. nor Afghan forces
would attack or seize them if they
give up their three-year insurgen-
cy.

Afghan and U.S. officials have
called repeatedly on anti-govern-
ment factions, including the Tali-
ban, that are still fighting and
those who fled the country to help
rebuild the country as a moderate
Islamic republic.

But the offers have usually
been vague and have drawn
strong opposition from anti-Tali-
ban leaders who helped the Unit-
ed States drive out the hardline
militia in 2001, but could see their
influence diluted in Karzai’s new
government.

Khalilzad said he was working
with Karzai’s Washington-backed
government on a full-blown recon-

ciliation plan that could be ex-
panded to include Afghans exiled
by earlier conflicts.

“There’s no need to fight, to
stay in the mountains; Afghani-
stan has entered a new stage,”
Khalilzad told reporters at a news
conference in the Afghan capital,
Kabul. “It’s time for this to end.”

Only an estimated 100-150 lead-
ers and those associated with
al-Qaida are considered ineligible
for the offer.

Officials say many members of
the Pashtun-dominated militia
have contacted them seeking as-
surances they will not be thrown
into prison if they return to their
villages.

There has even been specula-
tion that moderate, Tali-
ban-linked figures could resur-
face in the Cabinet, which is ex-
pected to be announced shortly
after Karzai’s inauguration next
week.

But few appear to have taken
the plunge, and violence has con-
tinued since Karzai won a majori-
ty in the Oct. 9 presidential elec-
tion, with aid workers and civil-
ians as well as U.S. and Afghan
soldiers among the victims.

Lt. Gen. Eric Olson, the opera-
tional commander of American
forces here, said on Tuesday that

no more than six fighters in two
villages had taken up the mili-
tary’s version of the “truce” so
far.

“We’re offering them the oppor-
tunity to come to us, essentially
swear allegiance to the central
government and then what we
guarantee we won’t do is run an
operation against them or take
them prisoner,” he said in an in-
terview.

“We’re promoting that in antici-

pation that once a few start to
come over, it may be contagious,”
he said.

Olson said a priority for Ameri-
can officials was how to gradually
hand over control of more of the
country to the Afghan govern-
ment, for which it is training a
new national army.

But he also said he didn’t ex-
pect his 18,000-strong force hunt-
ing militants in the south and east
of the country to shrink for at
least another year.

BY RON JENSEN

Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, Iraq — There may
be no better place to recruit sol-
diers into a job that involves blow-
ing up things than Iraq, where
things tend to blow up with great
regularity.

The 716th Ordnance Company
(Explosive Ordnance Disposal)
from Fort Richardson, Alaska,
held an open house recently for
about 30 soldiers to explain their
specialty.

“Some people think we’re luna-
tics,” Sgt. Maj. Robert Hockst-
edler told the attendees.

But during the next 90 minutes,
the soldiers learned that EOD
troops are anything but lunatics.
They are professional soldiers
who know a lot about everything
from “firecrackers to nukes,” in
Hockstedler’s words.

They put their lives on the line
frequently and succeed in a ca-
reer where many wash out of the
training.

Sgt. Daniel Brunick, an EOD
troop since July, said he started
his class with 25 people at Eglin
Air Force Base, Fla., where all ser-
vices train EOD troops.

“I graduated with eight,” he
said.

Hockstedler, who has spent 18
of his 23 active-duty years in
EOD, recited the long list of re-
quirements for membership in
the fraternity, including lack of
an allergy to explosives and nor-
mal color vision, in case one is
asked to cut the red wire, not the
blue one.

Claustrophobic troops need not
apply, either. The bomb suit that
is sometimes worn can be a bit
confining.

Hockstedler said the Army
needs more EOD troops because
the service is standing up a new
group and two battalions next
year. Such recruiting efforts are
done frequently in the States, he
said after the open house, but, to
his knowledge, had not been done
in Iraq.

“The companies need to fill

their ranks,” he said. “We find the
best way to do that is with in-ser-
vice recruitment.”

Soldiers, he said, have a better
success rate in the yearlong train-
ing than people recruited from ci-
vilian ranks.

Hockstedler held nothing back
in his presentation.

“Our ops tempo is phenome-
nal,” he told the soldiers.

In a three-year assignment, an
EOD soldier will likely see duty
in the Balkans, Afghanistan and
Iraq. Plus, the Army EOD folks
help civilian law enforcement in
the States, including the Secret
Service and FBI.

“It’s nonstop,” he said.
In Iraq, his unit has answered

more than 300 calls since arriving
in mid-October, an average of
seven or eight a day, everything
from roadside bombs to unexplod-
ed ordnance fired onto the base.
The unit has 19 people at the
base, including support person-
nel.

The busy schedule didn’t seem
to bother Sgt. Corey Wybourn, a
vehicle mechanic with the 29th

Signal Battalion, who attended
the open house.

“I just want to do something dif-
ferent, something challenging,
that takes me places,” he said. “I
like to go, go, go. I don’t like to sit
around and be bored.”

Spc. Allen Smith, also of the
29th Signal Battalion, agreed.

“It’s [closer] to the action. I
want something high-speed,” he
said, promising to begin making
the move as soon as he returns to
Fort Lewis, Wash.

Brunick, who joined the EOD
team after six years in the medi-
cal logistics field, said he does not
regret changing fields.

“Not one second,” he said.
There is danger, Brunick said,

as he pointed at a table filled with
explosive devices found around
LSA Anaconda. And one person is
not always going to know every-
thing about every kind of bomb.

Plus, he said, the insurgents
are coming up with many tricks,
using cordless phones and car
alarms, for example, to set off the
bombs. But the challenge, he
said, is in keeping up with the bad
guys.

Hockstedler said he was
pleased with the turnout for a
first-time event at the base.
Asked how many he hoped would
become EOD members, he said,
“I would be happy with one
good-quality soldier.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:

jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

AP

U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad speaks during a

press conference at the American embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, on

Thursday. Khalilzad appealed to Taliban militants to make peace with

American forces. He promised “non-criminal” supporters would not be

attacked or seized if they gave up the insurgency.

Anaconda open house seeks recruits
for ordnance disposal assignments

A career with a bang

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Corey Wybourn of the 29th Signal Battalion tries on a bomb suit

with the help of Sgt. Daniel Brunick of the 716th Ordnance Company

(EOD). The EOD unit held an open house Saturday at LSA Anaconda,

Iraq, for anyone interested in becoming an EOD specialist. About 30

soldiers, including Wybourn, attended.

U.S. ambassador
offers olive branch
to Taliban militants

The Associated Press

FORT CARSON, Colo. — Three
of the four U.S. soldiers accused of
smothering an Iraqi general dur-
ing an interrogation last fall are fac-
ing the possibility of court-martial.

That decision will be made dur-
ing an Article 32 hearing —
which is similar to a preliminary
hearing in civilian court — set to
begin Thursday.

The soldiers could get life in
prison without parole if convicted
in the Nov. 26 death of Maj. Gen.
Abed Hamed Mowhoush, 57, at
Qaim, Iraq. The U.S. Army said
Mowhoush died of asphyxiation
from chest compression and from
being smothered.

Mowhoush was killed with an
electrical cord, according to charg-
ing documents in the case, and a
Pentagon report given to Con-
gress in June reportedly says a sol-
dier sat on Mowhoush as he was
restrained inside a sleeping bag.

Chief Warrant Officers Jeffer-
son Williams, Sgt. 1st Class Will-
iam Sommer, Spc. Jerry Loper
and Lewis Welshofer Jr. are
charged with murder and derelic-
tion of duty.

Welshofer’s hearing will be held
later, Fort Carson officials said.

All four soldiers were assigned
to the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment based at Fort Carson at the
time of Mowhoush’s death.

3 GIs charged
in slaying of
Iraqi general
face hearing
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BY JONATHAN FOWLER

The Associated Press

GENEVA — The internation-
al Red Cross said Thursday it
plans “in coming days” to send
a relief mission to Fallujah,
where U.S.-led forces are bat-
tling Iraqi insurgents.

Ahmed Rawi, spokesman
for the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, said the
humanitarian agency wants to
deliver aid and assess what
else is needed.

“We have a team ready to go
but it depends on the situation
there,” Rawi said in a tele-
phone interview from Bagh-
dad.

Most of Fallujah’s 300,000
people are believed to have
fled the city during the early
days of the U.S.-led assault to
root out insurgents, which
started Nov. 8. Thousands of
families have headed to neigh-
boring towns and are receiv-
ing ICRC help, Rawi said.

“No one knows exactly how
many civilians are still inside,”
he said.

The intensity of fighting has
dropped as American forces
spread operations to other
parts of Iraq. But Fallujah still
remains highly dangerous for
aid workers and the people
they want to help, he said.

“We intend to enter Fallujah
in coming days. We are still
working on it,” said Rawi. “Of
course we are taking into con-
sideration the security situa-
tion inside Fallujah. We also
want to guarantee the safety of
our staff.”

The ICRC, which is mandat-
ed under the Geneva Conven-
tions to care for the wounded
and other victims of war, re-
jects having military escorts
because it wants to demon-
strate its independence in con-
flict zones worldwide.

On Nov. 22, the Iraqi Red
Crescent — a sister organiza-
tion of the ICRC — was the
first independent aid organiza-
tion to carry medical supplies
and other relief to Fallujah
since the start of the offensive.
Earlier this week, the Red
Crescent set up an aid center
in the city.

On Monday, ICRC officials
said 110 people were shelter-
ing in the center. Rawi said the
number has now risen to 120.

Rawi said Fallujah’s remain-
ing residents “face real diffi-
culties in moving and in reach-
ing the [Red Crescent] office.
That’s the problem.” Medical
staff also have difficulty mov-
ing around, he added.

Rawi said that at latest word
Wednesday, the Fallujah Gen-
eral Hospital, which is across
the Euphrates River from the
main part of the city, remains
ready to receive wounded peo-
ple but has seen none.

Red Cross
plans aid
mission to
FallujahBY KATARINA KRATOVAC

The Associated Press

FALLUJAH, Iraq — Maj. Rich Bourgeois
says the image of a young Navy medical corps-
man rushing to aid a mortally wounded Ma-
rine in Fallujah’s notorious Jolan district will
be forever imprinted in his mind.

“In the middle of a firefight, there was this
wounded Marine, his left leg blown off and
just the femur sticking out,” recounts Bour-
geois, 41, of Malden, Mass. “And the young
corpsman ran to his side, oblivious to the bat-
tle, applying the tourniquet.”

More than 50 Marines have died since the
Fallujah attack began Nov. 8, and skirmishes
still take place in the city. Yet for some Ma-
rines, their performance in one of the major
battles of the Iraq conflict is a source of pride.

“Fallujah is going to be right up there
among the most successful battles in Iraq,”
said Maj. Tom Davis, 45, of St. Cloud, Minn.
“It’s where the rubber meets the road. That is
where our heroes did their best.”

Fighting in Fallujah and elsewhere in Iraq
made November one of the bloodiest months
for American forces since the war began in
March 2003. At least 135 U.S. troops died in
November — the same number as last April,

which had been the deadliest month of the con-
flict.

“Fallujah has been a life-changing event for
many of the Marines, fighting in an environ-
ment that is just unfathomable to anyone out-
side,” said Bourgeois, an explosives expert
who retired from active duty two years ago,
but was recalled this year.

During the Fallujah battle, he was assigned
to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment to
study enemy tactics and techniques.

Although the fighting was brutal, Bourgeois
believes the Marines’ morale was reinforced
when they found evidence of atrocities com-
mitted by insurgents — including emaciated
hostages chained to the wall and bodies of
those killed execution-style.

“When we saw what the enemy did, what
they were capable of doing, we were only
more eager to do away with this pure evil,”
Bourgeois added. “Regardless of how many
pockets of resistance are still out there, it will
not sway our morale. Nothing can.”

First Lt. Lyle Gilbert, a spokesman for the
1st Marine Expeditionary Force, said morale
is high in Fallujah — despite the ongoing fire-
fights.

“Sure, the Marines are engaging every day.
Fallujah is not as cleared as everyone would

like it to be,” he said. “Some insurgents still lie
there in waiting. But we will chase them.”

Lt. Col. Dan Wilson said that although
major resistance collapsed two weeks ago, Fal-
lujah remains a very dangerous place for
American troops because some insurgents
are still holding out or have slipped back into
the city.

“One minute they [Marines] might be hand-
ing out emergency supplies and a couple of
steps away, they might be getting shot at by in-
surgents who are still hiding in some dam-
aged structure,” Wilson said.

Some of the Marines echoed those concerns
as they patrol Fallujah, its empty streets an
apocalyptic landscape of bombed out build-
ings and debris.

“There is always a moment of uncertainty
that some Iraqi would be passing by, giving us
the thumbs up and the next minute he’d fire
an AK-47 at us,” said Sgt. Mike Wagner, 27, of
St. Louis.

“But you know that your buddy is there,
watching your back. If it weren’t for my bud-
dies, I wouldn’t be here.”

Sgt. Wayne Doyle, 23, of Neversink, N.Y.,
said he naturally misses home.

“But I’d much rather be here with my Ma-
rines,” he said. “And I’d do Fallujah all over
again.”

BY ROBERT H. REID

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The driver bar-
reled down the road from Bagh-
dad International Airport, his
eyes darting from side to side for
signs of trouble. A few hundred
yards ahead, a convoy of U.S. con-
tractors stopped on an overpass.
Armed men jumped from the vehi-
cles — weapons at the ready.

Three vehicles from the Iraqi
National Guard had been struck
by rocket-propelled grenades and
the contractors stopped to help.
Fearing the gunmen may still be
around, the driver and dozens of
civilian cars and trucks crowded
onto an exit road for a quick es-
cape.

It is a scene repeated with
alarming frequency along the
white-knuckle 10-mile stretch of
highway — known to U.S. troops
as “RPG Alley” — which links the
center of Baghdad with the air-
port on the western outskirts of
the city.

The U.S. State Department has
described the airport road as one
of the most dangerous routes in
Iraq, and both the British and
American embassies have banned
their diplomats from using it be-
cause of the high risk of attack.
The U.S. Embassy announced its
ban Thursday.

The situation on the airport
road has become a metaphor for
the entire Iraq mission. More than
18 months after the fall of Saddam
Hussein, the world’s most power-
ful military cannot guarantee the
safety of Iraqis, foreigners and its
own troops who use one of the
country’s most important routes.

In the latest attack, three people
were injured Wednesday when a
“vehicle-borne improvised explo-
sive device” detonated as several
sport-utility vehicles, favored by
U.S. and other Western security
contractors, were passing by.

One of the vehicles lay over-
turned in the middle of the road as
U.S. troops sealed off the area and
two helicopters arrived to evacu-
ate casualties.

On Nov. 8, the Iraqi Interior
Ministry reported that two SUVs
were caught in an explosion as a
convoy traveled through the Amir-
iyah district on the airport road.
U.S. officials released no details of
the attack.

The next day, however, CBS
and NBC reported that one of
those in the convoy was Charles
Duelfer, who conducted the fruit-
less search of Iraq for weapons of
mass destruction. Duelfer es-
caped injury but both networks re-
ported that two of his bodyguards
were killed.

Mindful of the risks, drivers
have developed their own set of
tricks when using the road —
chief among them, stay off as

much of the route as possible.
Those traveling between the air-
port and the center of the city pre-
fer to maneuver through other
streets to minimize their time on
the airport road.

Rule Number Two: Drive as
fast as possible. Weave around
slower-moving vehicles and, if
possible, don’t get stuck in a traf-
fic jam.

And at all costs, avoid tailing
American military vehicles.

Despite the increasing dangers,
the airport road has taken on
greater importance for foreign
diplomats, journalists and Iraqis
because the dreadful security situ-
ation elsewhere precludes using
other routes into and out of the
country.

The main highways west to Jor-
dan and Syria are even more dan-
gerous because of armed insur-
gents around Ramadi and Fallu-

jah who have kidnapped and be-
headed both Iraqi and foreign hos-
tages.

The road south toward Karbala
and Najaf passes through a string
of insurgent-controlled towns and
cities dubbed “the triangle of
death” because of the large num-
ber of foreigners and Iraqi Shiite
Muslims waylaid over the last
year.

Another road to the southeast
through Kut and on to Basra is
considered safer — but only rela-
tively. As the route approaches
Amarah, it passes through an area
notorious for carjackings.

The highway north toward
Mosul, known to the U.S. military
as Highway One, passes through
such insurgency-plagued cities as
Samarra, Tikrit and Beiji. And the
U.S. military describes the situa-
tion in Mosul as “tenuous.”

That leaves the airport as the
“safest” way out of Baghdad.

‘I’d do Fallujah all over again’
Despite casualties, Marines in major battle consider it a source of pride

White knuckles, high speed on ‘RPG Alley’

AP

U.S. soldiers examine the scene after a military truck was damaged in suicide car bomber attack on Bagh-

dad’s airport highway Tuesday. The highway linking Baghdad to the international airport is considered one of

the most dangerous roads in Iraq.
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BY RICK EMERT

Stars and Stripes

Bernard Hintzke and his wife Kathy
long ago started a tradition of taking their
four sons to the movies on Thanksgiving.

With his youngest son, Spc. Adam Hintz-
ke, deployed to Iraq with the 601st Avia-
tion Support Battalion, the father decided
that this year he would send the movie to
Adam to keep the Thanksgiving tradition
alive.

That simple plan has grown into putting
movies into the hands of troops from about
10 Army and Marine units downrange.

With Operation: Take a Soldier to the
Movies, Bernard Hintzke and his support
team have sent more than 1,600 movies to
soldiers and Marines deployed to Iraq.

“To date, we have been able to put togeth-
er movie packages for every unit that has
contacted us and asked to be included in
the project,” Hintzke wrote in an e-mail.
“The number of movie packages sent to
the troops to date is 1,680. A little idea that
started with our son who is in Iraq has
grown to this. We now have someone repre-
senting Operation: Take a Soldier to the
Movies at Fort Hood, Texas.”

He and his team of volunteers in West
Allis, Wis., turned to members of their com-
munity for donations of movies and snacks.

“We had hoped that the people in our
area would like to help again like they did
for the [1st Infantry Division] Christmas in

July project, by sending a movie package
to the troops on Thanksgiving Day as a way
of saying ‘thank you for your service to our
country,’ ” Bernard Hintzke wrote.

But Kathy Hintzke’s cousin, who works
in a public relations firm, created the orga-
nization’s Web site (www.soldiertomov-

ies.org) and sent a press release to national
media sources.

The organization now gets donations
from people and schools all over the Unit-
ed States, the father wrote.

He collects movies, snacks and the pop-
corn boxes in which they are distributed,
and sends them to the 601st Aviation Sup-
port Battalion rear detachment, based in
Katterbach, Germany, according to Capt.
Mellanie Merrit, rear detachment com-
mander.

Other donations come directly from peo-
ple who have visited the Web site.

“At least one day a week, I pick up about
150 boxes from the post office,” said Pam
Lindenmeyer, from the unit’s FRG, who
spearheads packing the boxes to be sent
downrange. “[Other] days we get 10 boxes,
some days it will be 50.

“We pick them up every day to make
things easier on the post office, and if we
are sending out more than four large boxes
we call them ahead of time to see if it’s OK
to send them all at once.”

Lindenmeyer and volunteers from the
Katterbach community assemble the pop-
corn boxes and pack them with movies and
snacks to send downrange.

“We’ve taken care of the 601st, because
that is who the program was started for,”
Merrit said. “So many other units have
come forward and asked for the movies,
too, that we are keeping pretty busy. This
is a huge operation, and we’ve had a lot of
support from our volunteers.”

Merrit and others from the Family
Readiness Group also delivered movie
packages to injured troops at Victory Ward
at Würzburg hospital. Some packages also
went to wounded troops at Landstuhl Re-
gional Medical Center.

Some of the donors send movies and
snacks for the packages, but nearly all
send letters accompanying their donation,

Merrit said.

“These are really high-quality, top-notch
movies that people are sending,” Merrit
said. “But the coolest piece of it all is the let-
ters that people send to the soldiers. We
have to go through all of this and package
everything, and we read the letters from
people thanking the soldiers for their ser-
vice to our country, and it really tugs at the
heartstrings.”

And the soldiers appreciate the support.

“My husband [Maj. Victor Lindenmey-
er, commander, Company A, 601st ASB]
called me on Thanksgiving and said this
was the highest boost in morale all year,”
Lindenmeyer said. “He’s a very tough guy,
and there was so much emotion in his
voice. The guys all missed home, it was
Thanksgiving.

“This wasn’t just 10 guys getting a pack-
age; everyone in the company got one.
Some of the guys were upset because there
was no return address to write a letter of
thanks, but they appreciated the support —
like somebody on 4 Apple Lane thought
about you today.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Troops downrange receive Hollywood delivery
‘Operation: Take a
Soldier to the Movies’
sends movies, snacks
to deployed troops

Items to donate: new or used DVD
movies, microwave popcorn, packets of
pre-sweetened drink mix and assort-
ments of movie theater-style candy. A
letter or photo can also be included.

Mail to:
Operation: Take a Soldier to the

Movies
Pam Lindenmeyer

C/O 601st ASB
CMR 454 Box 2326

APO AE 09250

BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Christmas will come in
March for Ann Rieger and her
four daughters.

The family had already put off
the event until January, but now
they’ll have to wait until early
spring.

“I already told the kids we’re
not having Christmas until Dad
comes home,” Rieger said.

The Riegers are among the fam-
ilies waiting for members of the
66th Transportation Company to
return to Germany after the
unit’s yearlong deployment to
Iraq. But Army officials an-
nounced Wednesday that those
156 soldiers are among thousands
of troops being extended down-
range for 60 days to bolster U.S.
forces for Iraq’s Jan. 30 elections.
The 66th is the only Eu-
rope-based unit to be extended.

Family members were told of
the extension Wednesday at a
meeting at Kleber Casern. Under
the DOD plan, the unit will spend
33 of those 60 days at its current
location, Forward Operating Base

Speicher, north of Baghdad.
“They’re saying on the 5th of

March, they’ll start convoying
down to [Kuwait], and then they
think it could take up to two
weeks,” to process out of the stag-
ing area, Col. Susan Sowers, com-
mander of the 37th Transporta-
tion Command, told about 15
wives and several children at
Wednesday’s meeting.

“In my mind, it looks like the
third week in March, we could
start to see our folks coming
home,” she said.

While the news visibly shook
some, many said they were pre-
pared for the extension after hear-
ing about it from their husbands.

“It’s hard news, but they’ve got
to do what they’ve got to do,” said
Marlene Sanchez, whose hus-
band, Spc. Edward Sanchez, is a
truck driver. Sanchez said she
spoke with her husband Tuesday,
when he warned her of the possi-
ble extension.

Others took the news harder.
“I was so upset I was shaking,”

said Ulrike Reinhardt, a mother
of three whose husband is Sgt.
Philip Brown. She said the delay
of her husband’s unit — which suf-

fered two deaths in an attack in
August and has had 11 troops
wounded — also means an exten-
sion of her apprehension.

“It’s more days on the road,
more targets for bombs,” Rein-
hardt said. “More days of anxiety
for me.”

Army officials had a dozen sup-
port personnel on hand Wednes-
day to offer legal, logistical and
emotional assistance to family
members. Questions from the
spouses generally revolved
around paperwork, payment and
power of attorney details associat-
ed with the delay.

One detail that irked family
members about the extension is
that it does not start until Jan. 31,
2005 — a week after the compa-
ny’s one-year anniversary at For-
ward Operating Base Speicher.

“What they’re doing now,
they’re saying, ‘You came in Janu-
ary, the end of January is your
time,’ ” Sowers said. “They would
say the one year mark is 31 Janu-
ary, that’s the math that they’re
using downrange.”

Sowers said that pushing the ex-
tension’s start date past the
one-year mark is a move by the

Army to get a few extra days out
of an experienced unit.

“They’re trying to take some
days where they can get some,”
she said.

No matter how long it takes for
the 66th to come home, however,

Rieger said her children are all
right with waiting for Christmas
if it means they can celebrate it
with their father.

“They know how important it is
to have that,” she said.

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army

Capt. Mellanie Merrit, 601st Aviation

Support Battalion rear detachment com-

mander, speaks with Sgt. William Rigby,

1st Squadron, 4th Armored Cavalry Regi-

ment, on Nov. 24 at Würzburg Hospital’s

Victory Ward. Movies and snacks were

delivered to injured 1st Infantry Division

soldiers at the hospital as part of the Opera-

tion: Take a Soldier to the Movies program.

How to donate

Some 66th Transportation Company families shaken,
but others prepared for GIs’ extended Iraq deployment

‘They’ve got to do what they’ve got to do’

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Col. Susan Sowers, commander of the 37th Transportation Command,

informs family members of the 66th Transportation Company Wednes-

day during a meeting at Kleber Casern in Kaiserslautern, Germany, that

the unit has received a two-month deployment extension in central Iraq.
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BY PATRICK DICKSON

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Stars and
Stripes began printing newspa-
pers in Afghanistan on Thurs-
day, starting with a daily print
run of 1,380 papers, and may
expand its circulation after
more tests are done.

The change means service-
members serving in Afghani-
stan will see much fresher
news — papers had seen de-
lays of up to three weeks in the
previous distribution system.

Stripes had been shipping
newspapers to Afghanistan
from its presses in Germany
via Bahrain, where, at best, pa-
pers would take five days to
get to Kabul, and often much
longer to reach outlying areas
through the military supply
system.

Stripes Publisher Tom
Kelsch sees it as a significant
improvement for servicemem-
bers there, and for the organi-
zation.

“For Stripes, it means we’re
better able to accomplish our
mission to serve those service-
members [deployed to Afghan-
istan],” Kelsch said.

The paper will be delivered
daily in Kabul, Kandahar,
Camp Phoenix (near Kabul)
and Bagram Air Base. Papers
will also be distributed via the
military postal system to 10
other posts.

Readers will now be receiv-
ing the Middle East edition of
Stripes, currently being tai-
lored to audiences in Iraq, Ku-
wait and Qatar, rather than the
Europe editions. Also included
will be Sunday comics, which
are actually in the Saturday
edition.

Stripes currently prints
about 60,000 copies of its Mid-
dle East edition at print sites in
Baghdad, Kuwait and Qatar.

BY TERRY BOYD

Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany —
As the battlefield has shifted from
Concord to the latest anti-insur-
gencies, military museums and
their curators have been there to
document it all. At the 1st Ar-
mored Division Museum in Baum-
holder, new curator Steve Ru-
hnke is writing the next chapter
in the division’s history.

Writing, though, isn’t exactly
the term — more like digitizing
the future.

Ruhnke hopes to open the Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom gallery next
spring, with some new twists on
old Army traditions. Instead of
the soldier’s letter home, 1st AD
soldiers already have donated dig-
ital material including video clips
and still photos that will help tell
the story of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, the division’s second deploy-
ment to Iraq since it moved to
Germany in 1971.

One of the more unusual dona-
tions is an audio recording of the
crew of an M-3A2 Bradley fight-
ing vehicle in combat during the
conventional ground war phase of
the Iraq war, Ruhnke said.

One soldier donated a digital
copy of his diary.

“What’s kind of hard is that
sometimes we don’t see the histor-
ical significance today,” Ruhnke
said. But 100 years from now, his-
torians will come to the museum
searching for keys to understand-
ing 21st-century military life just
as they came to him at the cavalry
museum, trying to piece together
an accurate picture of the early
days of the U.S. military.

Another complication is that cu-
rators have different standards
than laymen for what they be-
lieve will be of interest to future
generations.

“Ask him the difference be-
tween a ‘war trophy’ and an ‘arti-
fact,’ ” said Col. Michael Bigelow
in a phone interview from the

U.S. Army Center of Military His-
tory in Washington, D.C., where
he’s executive director.

What he doesn’t need is one
more AK-47 or even an old Iraqi
tank found on the side of the road,
Ruhnke said. What he does seek
are artifacts — American and
Iraqi — with documented prove-
nance to specific units, specific
places and specific battles that
help document the 1st AD’s role
in OIF.

Ruhnke arrived in May as the
new curator, replacing Dan Peter-
son, who transferred to the 101st
Airborne Division Museum at
Fort Campbell, Ky.

Ruhnke, a native of Junction
City, Kan., has a degree in archae-
ology and anthropology from Kan-
sas State University. Before com-
ing to Germany, he had been as-
sistant curator and exhibit spe-
cialist at the U.S. Cavalry Muse-
um at Fort Riley, Kan., for 20
years.

An authority on American cav-
alry units and figures from his
years at Fort Riley, Ruhnke says
his new challenge is to get up to
speed on the 1st AD.

His museum has a number of
significant pieces including exam-
ples of some of the rarest Ameri-
can tanks and self-propelled how-
itzers, including a pre-World War
II M3A3 Stuart tank.

“That one here came from
Haiti, of all places,” possibly an
obsolete weapon the United
States sold after World War II, Ru-
hnke said.

In addition to a dozen tanks,
halftracks and howitzers, about
10,000 visitors annually see more
than 3,500 items ranging from
American, Russian and Iraqi in-
fantry weapons to vintage motor-
cycles, and may seek access to
thousands of documents.

To tell the 1st AD’s contempo-
rary story, the Baumholder muse-
um will add more modern interac-
tive displays — such as allowing

visitors to select from a number
of audio and video clips — to its
static displays of uniforms, weap-
ons and, of course, armor through
60 years, Ruhnke said. In addi-
tion, he’d like to do more tempo-
rary exhibits highlighting the his-
tories of different 1st AD battal-
ions.

However, the museum is, along
with Baumholder itself, on the
bubble as the Pentagon plans to
relocate the two forward-based di-
visions, the 1st AD and the
Würzburg-based 1st Infantry Di-
vision back to the United States.

The 1st AD museum is one of
perhaps 50 military museums
under the Center of Military His-
tory, Bigelow said. There are mu-
seums for most branches, such as
the Patton Museum at Fort Knox,

Ky., for armor and the cavalry
museum at Fort Riley, down to
the regimental level, he said.
Changes over the next decade, in-
cluding plans to restructure forc-
es overseas and the opening of
the National Museum of the Unit-
ed States Army, schedule for
2009, will lead to changes at some
military museums.

But most will survive, Bigelow
said. The national museum is for
honor and remembrance, while
museums for divisions and
branches, such as the 1st AD mu-
seum, are for training, education
and outreach, he said.

“We try to put such museums
where there is the greatest num-
ber of soldiers, but when soldiers
move, sometimes there isn’t a
place to relocate.”

E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Stripes now
printing in
Afghanistan

Curator of 1st AD
museum brings it
into digital future

TERRY BOYD/Stars and Stripes

Steve Ruhnke is spending a lot of time around old tanks as he makes

the transition from an exhibit specialist at the cavalry museum at Fort

Riley, Kan., to head curator at the 1st Armored Division’s museum. But

at Baumholder, the future is digital, Ruhnke says.

AF tries to better integrate active, reserve units
BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Air Force an-

nounced six new U.S.-based initiatives

Wednesday that will give the Air Force fast-

er access to skilled personnel in wartime

and eventually reduce the number of de-

ployments for airmen, service officials

said.

Dubbed “Future Total Force,” the ac-

tions will involve active, reserve and Air

National Guard units in Arizona, Vermont,

Virginia, Utah, Texas, New York and Neva-

da, but not overseas installations or de-

ployed airmen, according to Air Force

spokesman Capt. Glen Roberts.

But “if these initiatives work, [they] will

reduce the need for mobilizations down the

road,” Roberts said in a Wednesday tele-
phone interview.

However, reducing deployments “is a

secondary effect … not the principal rea-
son we’re doing this,” according to Lt. Gen.

Stephen Wood, the Air Force’s Deputy

Chief of Staff for Plans and Programs.

Instead, service officials are making the

changes “so that the Air Force can have a

greater capability to be a full partner in a
joint warfighting team,” Wood said

Wednesday.

The initiatives focus on mixing ac-
tive-duty with reserve personnel, who in

the Air Force tend to stay in their units for

long periods of time, officials said.

The low turnover rates in the Air Force

Reserve and Air National Guard mean that

many of the service’s most senior fliers

and other personnel are in the reserve com-

ponents, not the active wings.

The point of many of the initiatives is to

test whether mixing the reserve and active

communities more will help “rebalance”

these experience levels, Wood said.

Deployments would be eventually be re-

duced because once reserve and active

units are better integrated, with the help of

new technologies the Air Force would have

more of an ability to “reach back” and tap

the expertise of reservists on a more regu-

lar basis, “without putting them through

the pressures or the stress of the mobiliza-

tion process,” Wood said.

The initiatives include the integration of

a reserve wing, Virginia Air National

Guard’s 192nd Fighter Wing in Richmond,

Va., with an active-duty 1st Fighter Wing

at Langley Air Force Base, Va., to fly the
new F/A-22 fighter jet; stationing active
duty personnel with Vermont’s 158th Fight-
er Wing; and combining the Air Force Re-
serve’s 419th Fighter Wing with the active
duty’s 388th Fighter Wing, both of which
are at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, and fly
the F-16 fighter.

The other efforts include allowing mem-
bers of the Texas and Arizona Air National
Guards to operate the Predator Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle (UAV), which until now has
been the province of active-duty units;
working with the Army to build and oper-
ate a new Distributed Ground Station facili-
ty in western New York to process global
intelligence information and integrating re-
serve personnel into all missions per-
formed at the Air Warfare Center at Nellis
Air Force Base, Nev.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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The Associated Press

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — Senate Ma-
jority Leader Bill Frist’s campaign com-
mittee lost more than $500,000 in the
stock market since the 2000 election and
could not cover a bank loan that came due
in August, records showed.

Campaign treasurer Linus Catignani
said U.S. Bank “rolled over” the $360,000
loan and the money is now due in 2007.
U.S. Bank spokesman Steve Dale said the
company does not comment on individual
loans.

The committee had paid off about
$10,000 as of Sept. 30, according to its fed-
eral campaign filing.

It had $362,000 at the beginning of July,
enough to pay off the loan, but lost
$32,057, or 8.8 percent, in the stock mar-
ket in July and August, the records
showed.

By the end of September, after paying
other expenses, the campaign had
$312,807, the Chattanooga Times Free
Press reported this week after reviewing
the records.

Altogether, the committee lost more
than $524,000 on stocks since November
2000, the records showed.

A Nashville office of U.S Bank made the
loan with a 4 percent interest rate in Au-
gust 2001. Catignani told The Washington

Post that the cam-
paign committee
took out the loan to
pay various political
expenses so it would
not have to cash out
its stock holdings.

Interest earnings
will pay the loan off
by its new due date,
Catignani said.

Melanie Sloan, ex-
ecutive director of
Citizens for Responsi-
bility and Ethics in

Washington, D.C., questioned whether
the bank provided special privileges to
Frist.

“Are the policies U.S. Bank used to ex-
tend his loan the same as what is offered
to members of the public?” she said.

A Federal Election Commission audit
approved in September found accounting
mistakes and inadequate disclosure in re-
porting from Frist’s political action com-
mittee during 2002. The errors were not
serious, the FEC said.

BY DEB RIECHMANN

The Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President
Bush on Thursday selected Ne-
braska Gov. Mike Johanns, a Re-
publican attorney who grew up
on an Iowa dairy farm, as secre-
tary of Agriculture to oversee the
nation’s farm and food programs.

Bush said Johanns was “an ex-
perienced public servant from
America’s agricultural heartland”
with a long record of being “a
faithful friend to America’s farm-
ers and ranchers.”

Johanns, 54, would succeed
Ann M. Veneman, who recently
announced her resignation de-
spite saying earlier that she want-
ed to stay.

So far, seven of Bush’s 15-mem-
ber Cabinet have announced they
won’t be part of the second term.
More are expected, and adminis-
tration officials say Health and
Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson appears to be
next.

Bush announced his intention
to nominate the two-term gover-
nor in the Roosevelt Room of the
White House.

The nomination, which re-
quires Senate confirmation, re-
flects the administration’s desire
to focus heavily on farm trade
over the next four years.

As his wife Stephanie looked
on, Johanns thanked Bush for in-
viting him to serve, saying, “I
have enormous respect for you.”

“I look forward to advancing
your rural agenda for the 21st cen-
tury,” Johanns said.

Born in Iowa and raised on a
dairy farm, Johanns became a law-
yer and served in county and city
government before becoming
mayor of Lincoln, Neb., in 1991.
He won the governor’s office in

1998 and in 2002 became the first
Republican to win re-election in
more than four decades.

“I’m very, very proud of my ag
background,” he said. “I do feel
that those years on that dairy
farm did much to define who I am
as a person,” Johanns said.

As governor, Johanns led a dele-
gation of Nebraska’s farm and
business leaders on a trade mis-
sion to Japan, Taiwan, China, Sin-
gapore and a half dozen other
countries.

Bush said that in his second
term, he would put a high priority
on helping farm families, includ-
ing keeping taxes low and work-

ing to repeal the estate tax.
Bush praised Veneman, saying

she had done a good job in dealing
with agricultural issues, including
fighting hunger, improvements in
school nutrition programs, pro-
tecting forests and leading efforts
“to prevent the spread of mad cow
disease” when the nation’s first
case was reported a year ago.

Veneman presided during a pe-
riod of unprecedented wariness
about the safety of the nation’s
food supply. Weeks after taking of-
fice in 2001, an outbreak of
foot-and-mouth disease in Europe
prompted Veneman to increase in-
spections and testing to prevent
its arrival in the United States.

Frist’s campaign fund can’t
cover loan after stock losses

United Methodist Church jury convicts female
minister of homosexuality, may defrock her

Frist

Bush taps Johanns for agriculture post

AP

Nebraska Gov. Mike Johanns, left, speaks after President Bush

announced that Johanns was his nominee for secretary of Agriculture,

at the White House on Thursday.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A look at
who’s left in President Bush’s
Cabinet and their prospects for
staying on in the next term:

� Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld: Rumsfeld, 71, has
not disclosed whether he in-
tends to stay, but his aides have
said repeatedly they have no in-
dication he’ll leave. They also
said this week Rumsfeld had not
discussed his future with the
president. It is widely believed
among Pentagon officials that
Rumsfeld wants to remain, at
least temporarily, to steer the
military further in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and to continue his ef-
forts to fundamentally change
the way the Defense Depart-
ment operates.

� Treasury Secretary John
Snow: Snow, 65, a former chief
at railroad giant CSX with a
Ph.D. in economics, took over
the Treasury Department in
February. The White House re-
cently called Snow a valuable
member of the economics team
but hasn’t said whether it in-
tends to keep him.

� Transportation Secretary
Norman Y. Mineta: Mineta, 73,
the only Democrat in Bush’s
Cabinet, doesn’t plan to step
down in the immediate future
but could leave once Congress
passes the huge highway spend-
ing bill, aides say.

� Health and Human Servic-
es Secretary Tommy Thomp-
son: Thompson, 63, has said he
would not stay for a second
Bush term and talked about get-

ting a high-paying job in the pri-
vate sector.

� Interior Secretary Gale
Norton: Norton, 50, has ex-
pressed interest in keeping her
job. She dismissed any notion
she might return soon to Colo-
rado to begin a campaign for
governor or senator.

� Environmental Protection
Agency Secretary Mike Leavitt:
Leavitt, 53, gave up his job as
Utah governor to join the Cabi-
net last year. He says he likes
the post and has much he wants
to accomplish, but also has been
mentioned as a possible succes-
sor to Homeland Security Secre-
tary Tom Ridge.

� Veterans Affairs Secretary
Anthony Principi: Principi, 60,
has been popular with veterans
groups despite their dissatisfac-
tion with VA funding levels.
Principi has pushed for more
money for veterans, worked to
reduce long waits for care and
to resolve benefits claims for
older veterans. He’s drawn
some criticism for suspending
health care enrollments for
some veterans. It’s unclear how
long he will keep his job.

� Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Secretary Alphonso
Jackson: Jackson, 59, is a Bush
friend from Texas who took
over HUD in March. He’s ex-
pected to remain in the post.

� Labor Secretary Elaine
Chao: Chao, 51, is the first
Asian-American woman ap-
pointed to a Cabinet post. Chao
has said little publicly about her
job plans other than she enjoys
the post and serves at the plea-
sure of the president.

A look at the remaining
Cabinet members

Priest gets prison time for rape

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — A Catholic priest
from New Hampshire has been sentenced
to 4½ to 5 years in prison after he admitted
repeatedly raping an altar boy at a Waltham
parish in the 1980s.

The Rev. Robert Gale, 63, pleaded guilty
to four counts of raping a child, just as jury
selection was set to begin for his trial Tues-
day. He was sentenced Wednesday.

The sexual assaults took place at St. Jude’s
parish in Waltham between 1980 and 1985.

Israel spy probe

WASHINGTON — FBI agents searched
files and served subpoenas at the offices of
the major pro-Israel lobbying organization
as part of an investigation into whether Isra-
el improperly obtained classified U.S. infor-
mation on Iran.

The search Wednesday at the offices of
the American Israel Public Affairs Commit-
tee was disclosed in a statement by the orga-
nization.

From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

PUGHTOWN, Pa. — A jury made up of
United Methodist Church clergy convicted
a lesbian minister Thursday of violating
church law by openly living with her part-
ner in a committed relationship.

The Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud could be
defrocked as a result of the ruling, which
came on the second day of her church trial.

The same 13-member jury was set to meet
Thursday afternoon to decide her penalty.

Methodist law bars “self-avowed, practic-
ing homosexuals” from ministry. Nine votes
were necessary for a conviction and the
jury voted 12-1 to find Stroud guilty.

The last time the 8.3 million-member de-
nomination convicted an openly gay cleric
was in 1987, when a New Hampshire
church court defrocked the Rev. Rose Mary
Denman.

Last March, a Methodist court in Washing-
ton state acquitted the Rev. Karen Dam-
mann, who lives with a same-sex partner, cit-
ing an ambiguity in church law that the Meth-
odist supreme court has since eliminated.

Before the jury returned, Stroud, 34, told
reporters that whatever the verdict, “this
case has shown how divided we are” over
the role of gays in the church. She expected
to be convicted.

IN THE STATES
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BY FRAZIER MOORE

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Tom Brokaw began with
a report on U.S. troops in Iraq. He ended
the broadcast by saying farewell.

After nearly 23 years in the “NBC Night-
ly News” anchor chair, Brokaw reminded
his viewers that “we’ve been through a lot
together, through dark days and nights,
and seasons of hope and joy.

“Whatever the story, I had only one ob-
jective: to get it right,” he said Wednesday,
declaring in a slightly quavering voice
how he was “always mindful that your pa-
tience and attention didn’t come with a life-
time warranty.”

Brokaw, 64, is leav-
ing “Nightly News”
and daily journalism
to pursue other inter-
ests, including more
time on his Montana
ranch.

But he will still con-
tribute to NBC News,
doing at least three
documentaries a
year.

While Brokaw was
saying his good-byes,
Peter Jennings was praising him on ABC
as “a competitor in the best sense, which
in our trade means when he beats us on a

story, it is usually the result of enterprise.”
On his CBS newscast, Dan Rather said,

“For more than 30 years, I have known
Tom as friend and competitor who has
earned the respect of his audience, and his
colleagues, myself included.”

Then to Brian Williams, Rather added,
“Welcome to the neighborhood.”

Williams, long groomed as Brokaw’s suc-
cessor, takes over “Nightly News.” He be-
gins at the top of the ratings, where “Night-
ly News” has reigned since 1997. Unveiled
more than two years ago, the NBC transi-
tion plan was briefly upstaged last week
by the surprise announcement that Rather
would be departing “The CBS Evening
News” anchor chair in March, after 24

years. No successor to the 73-year-old
Rather, who will report full-time for “60
Minutes,” has yet been named. Those
changes, after two decades of stability,
will leave only Jennings among the
old-timers.

Brokaw, a South Dakota native who
joined NBC in 1966, was White House cor-
respondent from 1973 to 1976, encompass-
ing the Watergate years. He anchored
“Today” from 1976 to 1981.

He began his “Nightly News” run in
April 1982, sharing the anchor title with
Roger Mudd. Then in September 1983, he
emerged as solo anchor — just days after
Jennings began soloing on ABC’s “World
News Tonight.”

BY MARK SHERMAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rep. Henry Waxman
says federally funded abstinence education pro-
grams that are used in 25 states contain false
and misleading information about contracep-
tion, abortion and sexually transmitted diseas-
es.

A report Wednesday from the California
Democrat said 11 of the 13 most widely used
programs underestimate the effectiveness of
condoms in preventing pregnancy and the
spread of disease, exaggerate the prevalence of
emotional and physical distress following abor-
tion, blur science and religion or get fundamen-
tal scientific facts wrong.

Alma Golden, deputy assistant Health and
Human Services Secretary for population af-
fairs, said the Waxman report took statements
out of context to present the programs in the
worst possible light.

“These issues have been raised before and
discredited,” Golden said. “One thing is very
clear for our children: Abstaining from sex is
the most effective means of preventing the sex-
ual transmission of HIV, STDs and preventing
pregnancy.”

The abstinence programs, which have been
embraced by President Bush, will receive $170
million in the current government spending
year, more than double what the government
was spending when Bush took office in 2001.
The abstinence curriculum may not include in-

struction in contraceptive use as a condition of
federal funding.

Waxman said, “It is absolutely vital that the
health education provided to America’s youth
be scientifically and medically accurate. The
abstinence-only programs reviewed in this re-
port fail to meet this standard.”

For example, A.C. Green’s Game Plan —
named for the professional basketball player
who said he would not have sex before he was
married — raises question about whether con-
doms can stop the spread of sexually transmit-
ted diseases, Waxman’s report said.

The federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and other researchers have found
that consistent and correct condom use does
protect against transmissions of many STDs,
the report said.

Congressman: Abstinence programs are misleading

Brokaw

N.M. tea ruling stayed

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration on Wednesday
won a Supreme Court stay that
blocks a New Mexico church
from using hallucinogenic tea
that the government contends is il-
legal and potentially dangerous.

The government has been in a
long-running legal fight with the
Brazil-based O Centro Espirita
Beneficiente Uniao do Vegetal
over hoasca tea, brewed from
plants found in the Amazon River
Basin.

Justice Stephen Breyer, acting
on behalf of the full court, grant-
ed a temporary stay to give both
sides time to file more arguments
with the court.

From The Associated Press

Brokaw takes final bow as NBC News anchor
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BY JAYMES SONG

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — One of Earth’s
rarest birds might have gone into
extinction following the death of
one of the last known po’ouli.

The aging male
po’ouli died in cap-
tivity Friday, the
U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service said
Tuesday. It had re-
cently contracted
avian malaria, but
the exact cause of
death won’t be
known until tests
from the necropsy
are completed.

The remaining
two po’ouli, be-
lieved to be a male
and a female,
haven’t been seen
for nearly a year. They might also
have died, moved to another area
or have just been missed by wild-
life officials.

“This species was a unique part
of Earth’s history,” said Eric
VanderWerf, the Fish and Wild-
life Service’s Hawaiian bird recov-
ery coordinator. “We’ll never
have another one like it if it disap-
pears. ”

The rare Hawaiian honeycreep-
er had been kept at the Maui Bird
Conservation Center in Olinda
since it was captured for breeding

on Sept. 9. Biologists failed to cap-
ture a mate for the aging bird,
which was found in the Hanawi
Natural Area Reserve.

The state, the Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Zoological Society
of San Diego, which operates the

Maui conserva-
tion center, began
a search Tuesday
to find the remain-
ing two po’ouli in
the remote rainfor-
ests of Maui.

The small,
stocky, brown
bird with a partial
black face de-
scribed as a ban-
dit’s mask was dis-
covered in 1973
by a group of Uni-
versity of Hawaii
students conduct-
ing research on

the east slope of Haleakala volca-
no. It is so unique that it has its
own genus, and is the only Hawai-
ian forest bird to rely heavily on
native tree snails for food.

Tissue samples from the dead
bird were saved for cryogenic
preservation for possible cloning
in the future.

The po’ouli’s numbers have
dwindled because of habitat loss
and introduced predators like
rats, cats and mongoose. Nonna-
tive diseases carried by mosqui-
tos have also taken a toll on the Ha-
waiian birds.

AP

A po’ouli, one of three, has

died, leaving survival of the

rare Hawaiian species uncer-

tain.

BY ARTHUR SANTANA

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — SpongeBob
SquarePants wasn’t doing anyone
any harm.

A six-foot blow-up version of
the Nickelodeon cartoon charac-
ter had been perched on the roof
of a Burger King in St. Mary’s
County, Md., for three days, his
skinny legs dangling over the
edge, his fists triumphantly in the
air, smiling that goofy grin of his.

He was only trying to promote
his animated feature film, “The
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie,”
and maybe sell a few watches and
kid’s meals.

Then along came Steven Simon
and his buddy Conrad “C. J.” Mer-
cure Jr., both 18, with no car and
no clue what to do with them-
selves in the early hours of Nov.
19.

Mercure said he wondered
aloud, “Hey, what if we were to
steal that SpongeBob on top of the
Burger King?” Seeking to do what
others said couldn’t be done, he
and Simon set out to kidnap the
giant cartoon sponge.

“We were like, ‘That’s gotta be
a first — stealing a giant Sponge-
Bob off of the top of Burger
King,’ ” Simon said.

Actually, it’s not.
Burger King officials say steal-

ing the inflatables from atop res-
taurants in the middle of the night
has become something of a nation-
wide trend. Similar thefts have
been reported in 10 states, they
say. “And the number is going up
every day,” said a Burger King
spokesman in New York.

Some of them are returned, but
some have turned up on eBay,
selling for up to $1,000. In one
case, after a SpongeBob was sto-
len from atop of Burger King in
Little Falls, Minn., workers found
a ransom note: “We have Sponge-
Bob. Give us 10 crabby patties,
fries, and milkshakes.”

The SpongeBob inflatables
started going up Nov. 11 across
the country, according to Burger
King, which said just over 4,700
inflatables were ordered by fran-
chise owners.

Simon said he went with Mer-
cure to the Burger King in Lexing-
ton Park about 2 a.m. Nov. 19. He
said they went to the restaurant’s
dumpster area and used a trash
can and several pallets to get to
the roof.

Then it was just a matter of un-
plugging SpongeBob’s air valve.

“We flipped him down on his
back so no one could see him de-
flating,” Simon said, adding that
he and Mercure cut the ropes that
held down the inflatable. He said
the whole process took about an
hour. “I was sitting there smoking
a cigarette most of the time,” he
said. “When we got down, we
were like, ‘Yeah!’ ”

For their getaway, Mercure
and Simon did what any other per-
son who had just stolen an inflat-
able cartoon character from atop
a Burger King would do: They
called a cab.

Even police laughed about it.
“They had to pay for three fares,
not just two,” said Cpl. John Shoe-
maker of the St. Mary’s County
Sheriff’s Office.

Soon, Mercure and Simon —
along with a bundled-up Sponge-
Bob — were on their way to Mer-
cure’s apartment in Lexington
Park. “After we got it, we gave it
to a friend’s sister, and she gave it
to her boyfriend ... for his birth-
day,” Simon said.

Bill Cocimano, general manag-
er of the Burger King, said he was
initially incensed when he found
out that his SpongeBob was sto-
len.

He said that the next day, an
employee said “somebody is run-
ning his mouth at Great Mills
High School that he has Sponge-
Bob in his bedroom. I told them,
‘You get me a name, I’ll give you
20 bucks.’ ”

He said he soon turned over
Mercure’s name to police.

Within three hours, police had
SpongeBob, Cocimano said.

Cocimano said that when he
tried to restore SpongeBob to his
perch Friday, the inflatable was
too badly damaged to hold the air.

Simon and Mercure were ar-
rested Friday and charged with
misdemeanor theft of goods
worth less than $500 and released
pending a court appearance Dec.
15, authorities said.

Although the offense is punish-
able by up to 18 months in jail and
a $500 fine, Simon and Mercure
said they’re proud of their
achievement.

Said Mercure: “It was a fun ex-
perience. I’m loving the atten-
tion.”

BY CHARLES ODUM

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Roger Andresen
wants to make sure you know that
Mount Everest is the world’s tall-
est mountain, Minsk is the capital
of Belarus and the hottest place
on earth is in Ethiopia.

Disturbed by the United States’
poor showing in an international
geography competition, An-
dresen quit his job as a fiber op-
tics engineer two years ago to de-
vote his life to improving the na-
tion’s geography IQ.

He now hawks his prize-win-
ning geography puzzle in toy
stores across the nation while pro-
moting his online geography com-
petition, which has drawn more
than 350,000 participants from
179 countries.

“Almost every developed na-
tion is better than us,” Andresen
said of the quiz.

“Maybe we just get too caught
up in such a busy life,” he said.
“Most other countries have more
vacations and travel more and
when they are in school, they get
taught more about the rest of the
world.”

Roger Andresen assumed it
was normal to have intimate
knowledge and appreciation of
the world and that most Ameri-
cans were armed with a basic edu-
cation in world geography. Then
he learned late in 2002 that the
United States scored next to last
in an international geography
competition conducted by Nation-
al Geographic magazine. He be-

came obsessed with the notion of
finding a way to spark a renewed
interest in geography.

Even before his career change
in 2002, Andresen already had an
idea that resulted from a frustrat-
ing afternoon trying to find his
way around Atlanta’s extensive
suburbs.

“I thought someone should
make a puzzle, with each piece
shaped like a suburb,” he said.
“Then I thought I should make a
bigger puzzle, with each piece
shaped like a country.”

Andresen found a manufactur-
er in Wisconsin and now about
1,000 retailers across the nation
sell his puzzle. Children’s publish-
er Scholastic named Andresen’s
Global Puzzle as the top educa-
tional resource of 2004.

“It’s a fun way to learn a fairly
dry subject,” said Kim Hoight of
the Palm Beach (Florida) Organi-
zation of Home Schoolers.

“The difference is just the fact
that the puzzle pieces are the
shape of the countries. They’d
much rather learn that way than
just reading and looking at a
map.”

But Andresen wanted to reach
a larger audience. So next came
an idea designed for the Inter-
net-savvy — the Geography Olym-
pics.

Participants representing 179
of the world’s 193 countries have
logged on to test their geography
IQ.

The United States has moved
up to 36th on the leaderboard,
based on the answers from about
35,000 Americans.

Geography crusader
devotes life to America

Death of rare bird leaves
species’ future uncertain

Thieves soak in the glory
of stealing a SpongeBob

AP

An inflatable SpongeBob SquarePants figure sits on top of a Burger King in Portsmouth, Va., Tuesday. Inflat-

able versions of the animated movie and TV star are mysteriously disappearing from the roofs of Burger King

restaurants across the nation.

MARK GAIL, WASHINGTON POST/LATWP

Lexington Park, Md., Burger King employee Mike Stewart, right, and

Bill Cocimano, the restaurant’s general manager, examine the deflated

SpongeBob SquarePants stolen from the restaurant.
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BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The hor-
mone patch Intrinsa aims to re-
store women’s lost libido, but
some health experts are con-
cerned that potential health
risks may eclipse the benefit of
marginally better sex.

A Food and Drug Administra-
tion advisory panel was consid-
ering Thursday whether the
agency should approve the first
drug to treat hypoactive sexual
desire disorder in women who
have had their ovaries removed
or damaged and are receiving
estrogen therapy.

Women with the disorder
have a sex drive that is so dimin-
ished that they no longer fanta-
size about sex or crave it, caus-
ing stress and strained relation-
ships.

Procter & Gamble Co. is seek-
ing FDA approval to sell the test-
osterone patch Intrinsa, the first
such product to treat a condition
that affects up to 3 million surgi-
cally menopausal American
women.

Clinical trials showed that
women using Intrinsa had only
modest improvements to their
sex lives. Women who applied
the patch to their abdomen
twice weekly had one more “sat-
isfying sexual event” per four
weeks, compared with a place-
bo.

The FDA, chastised before
Congress for ignoring safety con-
cerns with drugs, has asked its
Reproductive Health Drugs ad-
visory committee to consider
whether that slim benefit offsets
potential risk from long-term
use of the hormone testosterone.
Women using the Intrinsa test-
osterone patch will also take es-
trogen.

The Women’s Health Initia-
tive, a program established by
the National Institutes of
Health, found that postmeno-
pausal women taking the hor-
mones estrogen and progestin
had higher risks of heart attack,
stroke and breast cancer.

“The unexpected safety find-
ings ... indicated that short-term
or uncontrolled studies may not
provide adequate estimates of
the risks of hormonal therapy,”
the FDA told its advisory panel.

Mary Johnson, a Procter &
Gamble spokeswoman, said,
“Those questions were not unex-
pected and they will be ad-
dressed during the presenta-
tion.”

Documents provided to the
committee Thursday said 494
surgically menopausal women
were treated with the patch in
combination with estrogen for
one year. Of those, 127 were
treated for 18 months.

The placebo controlled safety
data that they will review only
covers six months.

In addition, the company
plans a post-marketing study to
track women taking Intrinsa for
five years to determine rates of
heart disease and breast cancer.

Critics were lobbying federal
advisers to delay action or deny
approval.

Dr. Leonore Tiefer, a sexuali-
ty expert at New York Universi-
ty’s School of Medicine, was ask-
ing the committee to postpone a
ruling until researchers get
more safety data on more
women.

“We’re talking about a
long-term hormonal treatment
here,” Tiefer said. “In order to
demonstrate the safety of it, we
need to study it for a couple of
years — not 12 and 24 weeks.”

Female libido drug
may be health risk

The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Virginia — A skull
fragment found in a 400-year-old
trash pit at Jamestown contains
evidence of the earliest known
surgery — and autopsy — in the
English colonies in America, re-
searchers say.

Circular cut marks indicate
someone attempted to drill two
holes in the skull to relieve pres-
sure on the brain, the researchers
said. The patient, a European
man, died and was apparently au-
topsied.

Archaeologists found the
4-inch-by-4¾-inch fragment this
summer while digging in a bul-
wark trench on the site of James
Fort. Jamestown, the first perma-
nent English settlement in North
America, was founded in 1607 as
a business venture.

The skull piece was discarded
with trash, such as pottery shards,
from no later than about 1610,
said Bly Straube, senior curator of
the Association for the Preserva-
tion of Virginia Antiquities.

Douglas W. Owsley, forensic os-
teologist at the National Museum
of Natural History at the Smithso-
nian Institution, and Ashley H.
McKeown, forensic anthropolo-

gist at the University of Montana,
determined that the fragment
was part of the occipital bone
from the back of the skull.

Owsley thinks the man was hit
in the back of the head with a
stone ax and suffered a fractured
skull. That would suggest the
blow came from an Indian,
Straube said. But Straube said it
is also possible the man simply
tripped and fell and hit his head
on a rock.

Researchers know the frag-
ment came from a European man
because of its shape and thick-
ness and because it contained
traces of lead, Straube said. Eat-
ing and drinking from
lead-glazed pottery or pewter
was a common practice in Eu-
rope.

The surgeon tried to drill two
holes in the skull using a device
known as a trepan tool that would
remove a plug of bone, Straube
said. It looks like the surgeon
made two attempts at one spot
and then moved to a second spot,
Straube said.

In the Jamestown case, the pro-
cedure was not completed, proba-
bly because the patient died. Saw
marks on the top edge of the bone
indicate an autopsy was per-
formed, the researchers said.

BY DANIEL YEE

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Despite the gov-
ernment’s promise to “break the
back” of the AIDS epidemic by
2005, about 40,000 Americans
test positive for the HIV infection
every year — the same number
as a decade ago.

The figure is double the annual
goal of 20,000 new HIV cases laid
out by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention nearly
four years ago. Nearly a million
people in the United States now
have the AIDS virus.

“We have a ways to go before
we reach the mark of reducing
new infections by half in the Unit-
ed States,” said Dr. Ronald Vald-
iserri, who heads the CDC’s HIV
and AIDS prevention program.

Still, Valdiserri described the
HIV infection rate as “relatively
stable.” CDC released the new
data Wednesday as part of the
federal health agency’s commem-

oration of World AIDS Day.
In 2001, the CDC’s campaign

focused on outwardly healthy
people who did not realize they
had HIV — about a fourth of
those infected. Officials then said
targeting them was key, because
if they knew they were infected,
they would be more likely to take
steps not to spread the virus.

Such an effort “could possibly
break the back of the epidemic in
the United States,” the CDC’s Dr.
Robert Janssen said then.

But the agency found that just
targeting people who didn’t know
they had the AIDS virus was not
enough. So last year, the CDC
shifted gears, focusing on coun-
seling those who knew they had
HIV in an attempt to get them not
to spread the virus.

Some advocacy groups say that
effort fails to focus on drug users,
or very sexually active young
men.

One AIDS expert said it’s diffi-
cult for health officials to mea-

sure exactly how many new HIV
infections there are each year.

“Forty thousand is an estimate
that is averaged over time. The
changes can’t be tracked easily
from year to year,” said Dr.
James Curran, dean of Emory
University’s Rollins School of
Public Health and the CDC’s
former AIDS chief during the epi-
demic’s peak in the 1980s.

Valdiserri said the CDC is
working on how to accurately de-
termine how many people are in-
fected with HIV each year but
the system is still under develop-
ment. Despite that, more atten-
tion needs to be paid to AIDS,
Curran said.

“What has concerned many of
us in the United States is the lack
of attention to the domestic AIDS
problem and complacency on be-
half of high-risk groups,” Curran
said, adding that more counsel-
ing, testing and education is need-
ed in the country to prevent HIV.

The CDC believes up to
950,000 people in the United
States are infected with HIV and

up to 280,000 of them don’t know
it, Valdiserri said.

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Better oral
hygiene, including good regular
toothbrushing, may lessen nurs-
ing home residents’ chances of de-
veloping pneumonia, according
to a study which traced germs
from dental plaque to the lungs of
patients with the potentially fatal
illness.

Dr. Ali El-Solh, lead author of
the study published in the Novem-
ber issue of the journal Chest,

said the findings “indicate that
dental plaque is a reservoir of res-
piratory pathogens” that can be
inhaled into the lungs and lead to
pneumonia.

The University at Buffalo re-
searcher stopped short of saying
that brushing or rinsing patients’
teeth or dentures is enough to de-
stroy the germs and prevent pneu-
monia, citing the need for more
research. But the study makes a
strong case for improving dental
care for nursing home residents,
he and others said.

Institutionalized and critically
ill elderly people, who are often
frail with weakened immune sys-
tems, are particularly susceptible
to pneumonia, and poor dental hy-
giene has been suspect for sever-
al years.

“They tend to have no oral hy-
giene at all so there’s a lot of bac-
teria growing in the front part of
the respiratory tract, the mouth,”
said Dr. Jack Caton, past presi-
dent of the American Academy of
Periodontology.

Dental plaque linked to pneumonia in elderly

400-year-old skull piece
reveals surgery, autopsy

America’s HIV infection rate holds steady
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‘Lock down’ promotes safety

To those who feel slighted about the
lock down of American servicemembers
(“ ‘Locked down’ in Kuwait,” letter, Nov.
25), I happen to think the “guise of securi-
ty reasons” is a pretty good one.

If a target is not introduced, then it
can’t be attacked. I am not only referring
to a possible car bomb, or someone shoot-
ing up a crowded market, but also the
side alleyways where it only takes a sec-
ond for someone to get stabbed. One
death is one too many.

It may be a discomfort not being al-
lowed to venture off base; however, you
didn’t deploy to go to McDonald’s, buy
gold, or see the scenery or whatever else
someone wants to do downtown.

A lot of folks see the contractors going
as they please. If it is that appealing, get
out of the military. Then you can become
one of those contractors you envy. If for
some reason my body gets flown back to
the United States in a flag-draped coffin,
I hope the explanation given to my wife
is better than, “He died downtown shop-
ping or goofing off.”

I deployed to accomplish a mission, not
to go downtown. I understand the point
of view, but remember: “Mission first.”

Staff Sgt. Shane P. Sullivan
Southwest Asia

No tears shed for insurgent

I am writing in response to all who
want to crucify the young Marine who
shot the insurgent in the Fallujah
mosque.

I am sure that if the situation had been
reversed, the insurgent would have done
one of two things: shot the young Marine
in the head or given the Marine up to the
foreign wing of the insurgency, by that I
mean [Abu Musab al-]Zarqawi and his
bunch, to have his head sawed off with a
dull knife.

We are fighting insurgents here who
do not care about right and wrong or the
laws governing the conduct of war or the
care of prisoners. So, you know what? I
don’t care what this Marine did in the
heat of battle. I would not trade his life or
welfare for the life or welfare of any of
these insurgents.

We are in a brutal, no-holds-barred
war in Iraq. We are fighting an enemy
who does not have any common decency
or respect for innocents. Just look at Mar-
garet Hassan, an innocent woman who
was murdered.

They don’t even care about the lives of
their own people. Look at how many inno-
cent men, women and children have
been killed or maimed by random mor-
tar attacks, drive-by shootings, ambush-
es and car bombings. They purposely
hide behind noncombatants and use reli-
gious sanctuaries and civilian infrastruc-
tures to store weapons and launch at-
tacks from. They have no morals and
they conduct themselves like criminals.
Yet some would call these people free-
dom fighters or patriots.

I am glad that our forefathers didn’t
act in this manner during our war for in-
dependence. If they had, I would have
been ashamed of them.

Forgive me if I do not shed a tear for
this individual who the Marine killed. I
have plenty of others who have died in
this war who deserve my tears far more
than he.

Spc. John Wolff
Camp Anaconda, Iraq

Rumsfeld a world away on hire

With the war weighing heavy on our na-
tion’s shoulders, our self-serving, arrogant
defense secretary does not call on the
knowledge of decorated military leaders
for guidance, men who have been in bat-
tle, felt the fear and understand the strate-
gy of war. Instead, he turns to the corpo-
rate world (“Rumsfeld gets his (nonmili-
tary) man to run Army,” Joseph Galloway
column, Nov. 23)

Has it occurred to Donald Rumsfeld
that in war there are not stockholders fret-
ting over red ink on a balance sheet? Suc-
cess or failure is measured in the number
of body bags shipped home. Military lead-
ers do not answer to the frustrated moans
of stockholders, but instead to the an-
guished cries of families and friends as
they mourn their dead.

God bless America is my prayer, be-
cause His is the only power that can save
us from such inept leadership.

Marti Schumacher
Heidelberg, Germany

Politics aside, respect ACLU

I must disagree with “ACLU has out-
lived usefulness” (letter, Nov. 20).

The American Civil Liberties Union has
not removed any liberties from the Boy
Scouts of America. The court case was to
remove federal funding from the Boy
Scouts. Bases are no longer allowed to
sponsor Boy Scout troops. That means that
tax money and taxpayer resources will not
be going to the Boy Scouts, requiring them
to sink or swim on their own merits.

The ACLU has not tried to get Boy Scout
activities banned from military bases. Mili-
tary members still may lead Scout troops
and participate in them, and the Boy
Scouts are still permitted to meet on mili-
tary bases in areas used by other civilian
organizations.

The simple fact is that Boy Scouts of
America is not an arm of the government.
It’s a civilian organization, a social group
of sorts. The Officer’s Wives Sewing Circle
isn’t going to get federal funding any time
soon, the recreation and gaming social
group that I’m a member of doesn’t get
any special treatment, so why should the
Scouts?

BSA officials can decide who gets to
join, they can require new members to
take an oath that is religious in nature but,
if they are to have those freedoms, they
can’t receive federal funding to do so. The
ACLU isn’t trying to make Scouting ille-
gal; it is making the playing field equal for
everyone.

The ACLU defends all our rights, does it
well, and is oftentimes the only group
doing it. A lot of people object to the
ACLU’s stance on making sure that
church is separate from state. They feel
that ours is a Christian nation, and that the
Christian religion should be a part of our
government. This is, however, directly con-
trary to the wishes of our Founding Fa-
thers, particularly Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison.

Jefferson was strongly opposed to any
union of religion and government, saying,
“In every country and in every age, the
priest has been hostile to liberty. He is al-
ways in alliance with the despot, abetting
his abuses in return for protection to his
own.”

Madison said, “An alliance or coalition
between Government and religion cannot
be too carefully guarded against. … Every
new and successful example therefore of a
perfect separation between ecclesiastical
and civil matters is of importance … reli-
gion and government will exist in greater
purity, without rather than with the aid of
government.”

I know a lot of people aren’t happy about
it, but there is no legal justification for the
military sponsoring the Boy Scouts, re-
gardless of the benefits that the Boy
Scouts may or may not provide. For my
part, this court case certainly won’t make
me stop my yearly donations to the ACLU.

Senior Airman John Nixdorf
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa

Euro rate hard to figure out

Could you possibly return to the old way
of telling Stripes readers what the dol-
lar-to-euro rate is?

For example, $1 equals 0.7470 euro. The
way it is presented now, for example: 1
euro costs $1.33 or whatever, never equals
the bank rate. Readers can’t figure it out.

It would be so much simpler if a soldier
could figure out $50 gets him or her 37.35
euros. Please consider this change.

Ann Burski
Giessen, Germany

Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

WASHINGTON

N
ow more than ever, the bedrock
idea on which U.S. foreign policy
rests is that the nation’s security is
enhanced by the spread of democ-

racy. Since 9/11 the idea has been that secu-
rity depends on democ-
ratization in nations
with slight, if any, tradi-
tions of popular sover-
eignty.

However, the policy
of promoting democra-
cy is a sharp scythe
that can mow down
more than the people
wielding the tool might
intend. In Ukraine’s de-
based election, Rus-
sian President
Vladimir Putin twice
campaigned for the

candidate who benefited from fraud, vio-
lence and other violations of civilized norms,
incidents that seemed to bear Putin’s signa-
ture. Commenting on Ukraine, Secretary of
State Colin Powell said: “We cannot accept
this result as legitimate because it does not
meet international standards and because
there has not been an investigation of the nu-
merous and credible reports of fraud and
abuse.”

Which could have been said of President
Putin’s own re-election earlier this year.
What President Bush said three years ago
was that he had “a sense of” Putin’s soul —
formed by 15 years in the KGB — and liked
what he sensed: “We share a lot of values.”
Events in Russia have not tempered the pres-
ident’s reiterated insistence that “freedom is
on the march.”

Putin stands athwart that march in Rus-
sia, where he has marginalized inconvenient
parties, controlled the media and used the
criminal justice system to intimidate poten-
tial rival sources of power and social authori-
ty. Now the Kremlin, which issued instruc-
tions to Ukrainian state-controlled media

during the presidential campaign, seems de-
termined to export Putinism to contiguous
countries.

Putin calls Viktor Yanukovych’s 49.46 per-
cent of the Ukrainian vote a “convincing”
victory over Viktor Yushchenko. Yushchen-
ko received 46.61 percent in his challenge to
the authoritarian regime that backed Yanuk-
ovych, who favors closer relations with Rus-
sia, in the manner of some other “managed
democracies” among former Soviet repub-
lics.

Yushchenko favors Ukrainian member-
ship in the European Union and, perhaps, in
NATO.

Criminality against Yushchenko’s cam-
paign went beyond multiple instances of vio-
lence, intimidation and vote fraud. The Fi-
nancial Times reports that when Yushchen-
ko appeared before a large crowd of support-
ers in Kiev, and his face filled a large video
screen, a woman exclaimed, “Oh, how terri-
ble. He was so handsome.” His pockmarked
and scarred features are the result of what
seems to have been a poisoning that felled
him hours after dining with the head of
Ukraine’s secret service.

Russia’s attempt to control Ukraine’s des-
tiny is partly a reverberation from the disso-
lution of the Soviet empire. Russia’s desire
to envelop Ukraine within its sphere of influ-
ence is a centuries-old Russian tendency.
The novel impulse at work here is the trans-
formation of “Europe” from a geographic
into a political expression — and Putin’s re-
coil against that.

In its admirably sharp criticism of
Ukraine’s election, the EU is postulating cer-
tain standards of civic hygiene integral to Eu-
ropean identity. If the EU extends member-
ship to Turkey, Europe’s border will abut
Iraq. And if, in time, Ukraine joins, Europe’s
border will be within 250 miles of Moscow.

The canon of European literature in-
cludes Pushkin, Chekhov, Dostoevsky and
Tolstoy, but that does not settle the question
of Russia’s identity — its relationship to Eu-
rope. Charles de Gaulle spoke of Europe ex-
tending from the Atlantic (in some of his

moods, from the English Channel) to the
Ural Mountains. But there is a lot of Russia
— eight time zones of it — east of there.

Ukraine has been independent for 13
years — the length of time between Ameri-
ca’s declaration of independence and the
election of its first president, when the cohe-
sion of the national entity was in doubt. Talk
of secession is rife in Ukraine’s eastern, Rus-
sian-oriented region.

The 19th century featured national consol-
idations — the United States, Germany,
Italy, Belgium, etc. Recently, the disintegra-
tive forces of religion, ethnicity and lan-
guage have driven events in the former Yu-
goslavia, Iraq, the former Soviet Union and
elsewhere.

Ukraine, where Catholicism and the
Ukrainian language flourish in the west and

Orthodox Christianity and Russian in the
east, could be the latest cauldron to boil
over.

The United States, with its foreign policy
hostage to January elections by the Palestin-
ian Authority and those in Iraq, has a stake
in Ukrainian events that is much larger than
its leverage. As Lech Walesa, hero of Po-
land’s liberation, told a mass meeting of
Yushchenko’s supporters, Poland supports
you but you must do this yourself.

The problem, in Ukraine and others
among Russia’s anxiously watching neigh-
bors, is Putin. Perhaps Secretary Powell in-
tended the wide arc of his scythe to encom-
pass Moscow when he said that corrupt elec-
tions cannot create legitimate governments.

George Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Desire to capture bin Laden stronger than tactics
The (Baltimore) Sun

T
he Pakistani army has pulled
back from a tribal region where
it was conducting a highly publi-
cized and entirely fruitless hunt

for Osama bin Laden. The operation, in
an area known as South Waziristan, was
reportedly conducted with American in-
telligence help from across the nearby Af-
ghan border; it succeeded primarily in
turning the local tribesmen fiercely
against the government forces. In Octo-
ber, the Pakistani military was reduced
to waging a campaign of aerial bombard-
ment against recalcitrant villages.

Now, according to an official announce-
ment, a newfound spirit of cooperation
among the Wazirs will allow the army to
abandon its checkpoints in the area.
Some Pakistani officials say that no signs
of the al-Qaida leader have been found,
anyway, and that suggests to them that
he’s nowhere in the vicinity.

Others reserve judgment on that point
but, in any case, using an army to chase
after an individual is not only ineffective
but often counterproductive — as Paki-
stan was discovering. The tribesmen are
riled up, and from among them a new ter-
rorist leader is emerging: Abdullah Meh-
sud, a one-legged 29-year-old whose two
years at Guantanamo failed to curb his
ardor or teach him respect for authority.

Released from Cuba in March, he orga-
nized the kidnapping of two Chinese engi-

neers this fall — one of whom was killed
by government troops attempting a res-
cue — and then took credit for the bomb-
ing of a hotel in Islamabad last month. He
has become a sensation in the Pakistani
press, and has given President Pervez
Musharraf considerably more to be con-
cerned about than has the titular head of
al-Qaida. He’s also a good example of the
way in which the United States succeeds
in making enemies for itself.

Pakistan seems — perpetually — to be
at one tipping point or another. Right now
the government is gingerly exploring

some sort of deal with India over Kash-
mir, in the northeast, and the last thing it
needs is a fundamentalist uprising in the
northwest. Defanging the Islamists is
Musharraf’s most crucial task, from his
own point of view — but it coincides with
American interests as well. It might, in
the long run, also be the best way to catch
bin Laden — if, in fact, he’s still in the Pa-
kistani mountains. Winning over the
tribes rather than trying to pound them
into submission could leave him with no-
where to run.

In that sense, then, the current pull-

back may be a good sign. But it’s worth
noting that no government — not the Paki-
stani government, nor the British colonial
government before it — has ever succeed-
ed in extending its writ over the tribal
areas. If Musharraf is to succeed, even in
part, it may mean dropping the pursuit of
the al-Qaida leadership for now.

The Bush administration should be pa-
tient on that score; though justice will be
served by the eventual capture of bin
Laden, it is more likely to be accom-
plished through stealth and ingenuity
than by a clumsy and sometimes
less-than-genuine frontal assault.

George Will

Russia exploits Ukraine’s continental divide

OPINION

Friday, December 3, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 13



AP

A man salvages a bucket from inside his submerged house Thursday near a riverbank
in Pulilan town, Bulacan province, north of Manila in the Philippines. The death toll
from a powerful rainstorm that triggered landslides and flash floods in the eastern
Philippines rose to 412, with 177 people still missing, officials said. Winds and rain
from another approaching typhoon hampered rescue efforts.

Death toll rises in the Philippines

BY EDITH M. LEDERER

The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — United Nations
member states voiced support for Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan after a U.S. sena-
tor called for him to resign over possible
fraud in Iraq’s oil-for-food program. The
State Department endorsed a Senate inves-
tigation of the troubled program but side-
stepped the issue of Annan’s future.

Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn., who is
leading one of five U.S. congressional inves-
tigations into the U.N. oil-for-food pro-
gram, wrote in Wednesday’s Wall Street
Journal that Annan should step down be-
cause “the most extensive fraud in the his-
tory of the U.N. occurred on his watch.”

The secretary-general appears to retain
wide support among the 191 U.N. member
states who elected him to a second
five-year term in 2001.

Russia, Britain, Chile, Spain and other
nations on the U.N. Security Council strong-
ly backed Annan in recent days, as did
non-council members. The 54 African na-
tions sent a letter of support.

“He has heard no calls for resignation
from any member state,” U.N. spokesman
Fred Eckhard said when asked whether he
envisioned Annan’s resigning. “If there’s
some agitation on this issue on the side-
lines ... that’s healthy debate. But he is in-
tent on continuing his substantive work for
the remaining two years and one month of
his term.”

The allegations of corruption in the
oil-for-food program, which first surfaced in
January, have escalated, embarrassing
Annan and taking away from his agenda.

IN THE WORLD

Annan supported
by U.N. members

Chickens for warplanes

BANGKOK, Thailand — The foreign
ministers of Thailand and Russia met
Wednesday to discuss bilateral issues in-
cluding trade and the possibility of barter-
ing Thai chickens for Russian warplanes.

“The authorities from both sides are dis-
cussing the trade of chickens for air-
planes,” Thai Foreign Minister Surakiart
Sathirathai told reporters after talks with
his counterpart, Sergey Lavrov. “They are
meeting with the air force today, and tomor-
row will meet with the defense minister.”

If a deal is reached, Russia would import
100,000 tons of Thai chicken, Surakiart said.
Although he did not say what type or how
many aircraft might be involved, in the past
Thailand has expressed interest in acquir-
ing Russia’s advanced Sukoi Su-30 fighter.

E.T. cereal grain sold on eBay

SYDNEY, Australia — First it was a pur-
ported likeness of the Virgin Mary in a
cheese sandwich. Now, a single grain of
breakfast cereal with an uncanny resem-
blance to cuddly movie alien E.T. has re-
portedly fetched $804 on eBay.

Chris Doyle of Sydney said he was about
to pour milk over his cereal one morning
when he noticed an E.T. lookalike peering
from his bowl.

Inspired by the $28,000 online sale in No-
vember of a grilled cheese sandwich,
which some claimed appeared to have the
Virgin Mary’s face on it, the 27-year-old
graphic designer decided to cash in on his
alien-looking piece of cereal.

“I was just trying to find someone who
feels the same way about E.T. as they do
about the Virgin Mary,” Doyle told The
Daily Telegraph newspaper for its Wednes-
day edition.

Steven Spielberg’s 1982 film “E.T. The
Extra-Terrestrial” is a tale of a lovable
alien befriended by a 10-year-old boy.

Dying wish to save cows

BUCH, Switzerland — Shortly before his
death last month, a Swiss farmer made an
unusual last request — save his two cows
from the slaughterhouse and put them in a
retirement home.

The family of the now-deceased farmer
even organized a church collection to save
8-year-old Maya and her 4-month-old calf
Toni, the organizers of the retirement
scheme said Thursday.

“His son begged the priest to call for a
collection so that the animals would not
have to be slaughtered and our project
could take over,” said Reinhold Zepf,
founder of the “Viva la Vacca” organiza-
tion, adding that the family wished to re-
main anonymous.

Maya and Toni can now live the life of lei-
sure in the green pastures of northeast
Switzerland.

Urinal as influential art

LONDON — A porcelain urinal is the
most influential work of modern art, ac-
cording to a new survey.

The poll of 500 arts figures ranked
French surrealist Marcel Duchamp’s 1917
piece “Fountain” — an ordinary white, por-
celain urinal — more influential than Pablo
Picasso’s “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon,”
Andy Warhol’s screen prints of Marilyn
Monroe and “Guernica,” Picasso’s searing
depiction of the devastation of war.

Duchamp pioneered the use of everyday
objects as art, an aesthetic that questioned
the nature of art itself.

The survey was conducted by Gordon’s
Gin, which sponsor’s Britain’s leading art
prize, the Turner Prize. The winner of this
year’s Turner Prize is to be announced
next Tuesday.

From The Associated Press

BY MATT MOORE

The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Sweden’s Su-
preme Court ruled Thursday that the man
convicted of murdering Foreign Minister
Anna Lindh will serve his sentence in pris-
on rather than in psychiatric care, revers-
ing a contentious decision by a lower
court.

The five-judge panel cited the ferocity
with which Mijailo Mijailovic stabbed

Lindh, and the ruling was expected to satis-
fy Swedes who had called for a harsh pun-
ishment. The Supreme Court’s decision is
final, and there is no avenue for any appeal.

An appeals court had ruled earlier this
year that Mijailovic should be confined to
a mental hospital for the Sept. 10, 2003,
stabbing of Lindh — one of Sweden’s most
popular politicians — as she shopped un-
guarded.

Lindh, 46, was expected to be Sweden’s
next prime minister. She died a day after

the attack.
Mijailovic will likely serve no longer than

15 years in prison, the typical length of a
life sentence in the Scandinavian country.

Had he remained in psychiatric care, he
could have been held in a secure facility
for as long as 20 years — or have been re-
leased much sooner on a doctor’s recom-
mendation.

Mijailovic, who confessed to attacking
Lindh, used a craftsman’s knife to stab her
repeatedly.

Court sends Anna Lindh’s killer to prison

BY MARA D. BELLABY

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Tens of thousands of
upbeat opposition supporters partied in
Kiev’s main square Thursday, erecting a
Christmas tree and waving orange flags, in
a show of confidence as the Supreme Court
heard final arguments on whether to over-
turn disputed election results.

With Ukraine’s political crisis nearing a
decisive turning point, Russian President
Vladimir Putin took the government’s side
in a deepening dispute over how to pro-
ceed once the judges issue a ruling.

Putin denounced the opposition’s de-
mand for a repeat of the contentious Nov.
21 run-off vote rather than holding entirely
new elections for president, as the govern-
ment wants. Putin said a new run-off
“would yield nothing.”

“A revote could be conducted a third, a
fourth, 25th time, until one side gets the re-

sults it needs,” a grim-faced Putin said,
standing alongside his longtime ally, outgo-
ing Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma.

The two held a hastily arranged meeting
at Moscow’s airport just before Putin left
for India. Kuchma flew to Russia for sup-
port as his goverment appeared to be los-
ing momentum in the 11-day standoff with
the opposition.

President Bush said Thursday that if a
new vote is held in Ukraine it “ought to be
free from any foreign influence” — an ap-
parent veiled reference to Russia.

Bush did not single out any country, but
his words seemed to echo those of Canadi-
an Prime Minister Paul Martin, with
whom Bush met this week and who explic-
itly said Russia must not meddle in the
Ukrainian matter.

With a new vote appearing likely, Kuch-
ma wants to ensure an entirely new elec-
tion is held — rather than a new run-off be-
tween his ally, Prime Minister Viktor

Yanukovych, and opposition leader Viktor
Yushchenko, a reformer who wants to
move Ukraine closer to the West.

Kuchma may want to put forward a
stronger candidate to replace Yanukovych
in the race, which would only be possible if
an election is held from scratch.

A court decision had been expected
Thursday. But after beginning to hear final
arguments in the evening, the court’s 18
judges adjourned the session for the night
without a decision. The final arguments
will continue Friday, after which the justic-
es will retreat for deliberations before an-
nouncing a decision. It was unclear how
long the process would take.

In talks mediated by European officials,
Yushchenko and Yanukovych agreed
Wednesday to respect the court’s ruling.
The opposition charges that government
fraud cheated Yushchenko of victory in the
runoff, and his campaign has appealed re-
sults from eastern regions where the
prime minister’s support is strongest.

Ukraine vote goes to high court
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Deer hunter Todd Kingston walks

back to the woods to continue

hunting outside West Liberty, Pa.,

in Butler County.

Disease concerns

NC
CHARLOTTE —
Poor Rudolph won’t

join in any reindeer games
in North Carolina this holi-
day season.

State wildlife officials wor-
ried about chronic-wast-
ing disease — the
deer-family equivalent
of mad cow disease —
have banned the
transportation of
deer, elk, caribou and reindeer
within the state.

They have also blocked the im-
port of the animals from other
states in an effort prevent the
spread of the disease to the wild
deer population.

That keeps deer farmers from
moving the animals to Christmas
parties, hayrides and other holiday
events and is costing some of them
thousands of dollars.

The rules are a reaction to a fatal
disease that has infected deer in at
least 12 states, devastating entire
herds. The state Wildlife Commis-
sion approved temporary rules two
years ago designed to stop the dis-
ease from being carried into North
Carolina. The rules became perma-
nent this summer.

Police drive Chevys?

ID
BONNERS FERRY — She’s
not exactly the little old lady

from Pasadena.

Nita Friedman, 66, led police on
a puttering pursuit, driving at or
under the speed limit for 15 miles
through two counties.

The creeping chase on U.S. High-
way 95 ended when three of Fried-
man’s tires were blown out by a
spike strip.

Police chief Mike Hutter said
Friedman reported being confused
because she was being pulled over
by a four-wheel-drive Chevy Sil-
verado pickup with lights in the
grill. He said Friedman told Hut-
ter she was from New York, and
that in New York police drive cars.

“She just doesn’t understand
that she was doing anything
wrong,” Hutter said.

The chase started in Bonner
County after Hutter got reports of
a reckless driver.

Hutter said when he flipped on
his lights and siren, it looked as if
Friedman was pulling over. But
she allegedly got back on the road-
way and sped up to legal speeds be-
tween 50 mph and 60 mph.

Though Friedman never sped
during the chase and even stopped
behind a left-turning vehicle in
Elmira, Hutter said he asked State
Police to put a spike strip in the
roadway.

When Friedman reached the
spike strip, about three miles into
Boundary County, she drove over
it, stopped for a moment and then
started driving again. But three of
her tires were flattened, prevent-
ing her from getting far.

Friedman was charged with
eluding police and reckless driv-
ing.

She was jailed on $600 bail.

Not feeling optimistic

PA
QUAKERTOWN — It’s a
glum day for optimists.

After 24 years of community ser-
vice, the Quakertown Optimists
Club is calling it quits. They’re
holding their last meeting on

Thursday, citing declining inter-
est.

“I feel sad,” club president Ber-
nard Kensky said.

Fewer club members were tak-
ing part in sporting and scholastic
activities for children, and fewer
kids were getting involved in club
events, according to Kensky.

The group worked with schools
to hold essay, spelling and public
speaking contests for students,
sponsored a youth bowling league
and organized golf tournaments
and football and basketball events.

A bicycle derby sponsored by
the club and the Quakertown po-
lice department drew only 12 chil-
dren last year, down from previous
attendance of 50 to 70 children,
Kensky said.

“Four or five people would come
to meetings and only two or three
people would help out with the ac-
tivities,” Kensky said. “I don’t
know why people stopped getting
involved.”

The Optimist Club is an interna-
tional organization that formed in
1920. The Quakertown chapter
started in 1980 with 35 members,
but dropped to 15 members this
year.

Quakertown is about 35 miles
north of Philadelphia.

Surgeon presumed dead

CA
SAN FRANCISCO — A na-
tionally renowned San Fran-

cisco surgeon is presumed dead
after vanishing while abalone div-

ing off the Mendocino
County Coast.

A search-and-res-
cue team found an aba-
lone pry bar and mea-

suring tool belonging to
William Krupski on Mon-
day near the spot where he
was last seen south of the

coastal town of Mendocino.

No other sign of Krupski was
found, Mendocino County
Sheriff’s Lt. Don Miller said.

Krupski, a vascular sur-
geon at Kaiser-Permanente Medi-
cal Center in San Francisco, was
abalone diving with his wife, Ann.

Their floats drifted away in a
strong current; Krupski’s wife
swam about 30 yards to retrieve
them while he continued diving, ac-
cording to Miller and family mem-
bers. She told sheriff’s investiga-
tors that her husband was gone
when she returned.

“We know by what his wife told
us that he was tired, but he was
also intent on getting the last of the
three abalone you are allowed to
get on a sport fishing license,” said
Miller, who is an abalone diver
himself. “We don’t know what hap-
pened. No one witnessed it.”

Archdiocese in the black

IN
INDIANAPOLIS — The
Roman Catholic Archdio-

cese of Indianapolis expects to end
2004 in the black after seven years
of deficits. The shortfalls of as
much as $2 million a year were
caused by rising health care costs
for employees and rising property
insurance costs, officials said.

Chair accused of conflicts

CO
DENVER — A consumer
advocacy group asked the

chairman of the Public Utilities
Commission to step down during
upcoming hearings on a request by
Qwest Communications to ease reg-
ulations.

The group accused Gregory Sop-
kin of violating conflict-of-interest
rules when he took a leadership po-
sition on a board indirectly funded
by Qwest and other companies.

Ice museum under way

AK
FAIRBANKS — Chena Hot
Springs Resort began con-

struction of a four-gallery ice muse-
um and chapel to be used for wed-
dings. Owner Bernie Karl says he
and ice carver Steve Brice learned
important lessons since being
forced to allow the Aurora Ice
Hotel to melt last winter after ice
chandeliers collapsed.

Innocence project ready

CT
HARTFORD — The state
public defender’s office is

ready to launch a program aimed
at finding and freeing innocent peo-
ple in state prisons. The Connecti-
cut Innocence Project will seek out
case evidence, especially DNA,
that can exonerate inmates.

Rep. open to audit idea

FL
TALLAHASSEE — Repre-
sentative Ron Reagan, the

new chairman of the House com-
mittee that deals with elections,
said he’s open to considering the
idea of backup paper audit trails
for touch-screen voting machines.
The systems were used in 15 Flori-
da counties this year.

A bicyclist pedals across Daytona

Beach, in Daytona Beach, Fla., after

an outgoing tide left behind a scattering of shells.

Larry Baldwin, Neuse Riverkeeper,

examines a Mola Mola (Ocean Sun-

fish) that washed ashore 5 miles below New Bern, N.C., on the Neuse

River. The more than 300 pound fish was spotted swimming along the

shore and residents tried to push it out to deep water but it returned to

the beach and died. The Mola Mola is not rare along the ocean beaches

but is unusual this far up a brackish river.

A hunting day

Riding on the shore

Scott Porter, with 3 Rivers Tree

Service, carries giant holiday

lights to the Caveman Bridge in Grants Pass, Ore.

Fish out of water

Lit with holiday spirit
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Snow falls on a cougar sculpture at Cougar

Plaza in Pullman, Wash. Pullman is home to

the Washington State University Cougars.

1 dead in bridge collapse

ND
NEW TOWN — A section
of a huge bridge under con-

struction over a Missouri River res-
ervoir collapsed, killing one work-
er and injuring three others, offi-
cials said.

The 4,200-foot Four Bears Bridge
is to be the longest in North Dakota
when it is finished, and at $55 mil-
lion the most expensive transporta-
tion project undertaken by the
state. It will replace a narrow, out-
dated bridge over Lake Sakakawea.

Gwen Lanzer, a spokeswoman
for St. Louis-based Fru-Con Con-
struction, which began work on the
project in May 2003, said the compa-
ny was trying to determine what
happened.

The bridge was scheduled to be
completed next summer.

Burial records on Web

IL
SPRINGFIELD — History
buffs who want to know

who’s buried next to Abraham Lin-
coln soon will be able to search dig-
ital versions of Oak Ridge Ceme-
tery’s earliest burial records on the
Internet. The cemetery gets 2.5
million visitors each year.

Former judge arrested

FL
INVERNESS — Gary Gra-
ham, whose controversial ju-

dicial career in Citrus County
ended a decade ago with his remov-
al from the bench, was arrested
and accused of committing sex
crimes against two 10-year-old
girls.

Graham, 56, is charged with two
counts of lewd and lascivious con-
duct and one count of sexual bat-
tery on a child younger than 12, an
arrest report showed. He was
being held without bail in the Cit-
rus County jail.

Graham has been a subject of
controversy through much of his
legal career. As county court
judge, Graham once ordered a
man to kill poisonous snakes that
had bitten a neighbor and were
ruled a menace.

He sent several people to jail for
using foul language or otherwise
acting contemptuously in court.

Man, officer disagree

PA
BELLE VERNON — A man
accused of pointing a load-

ed handgun at a police officer says
he’s only guilty of wearing tight
jeans.

Sean Eldon Duvall, 36, was arrest-
ed Tuesday on charges including ag-
gravated assault and reckless en-
dangerment for the June 18 inci-
dent.

Southwest Regional Police Detec-
tive Sgt. James Rega said in court
papers that Duvall left his car with
the .38-caliber revolver hidden
under papers and aimed it at him
when he stopped to see if Duvall
needed help.

Duvall told The Associated Press
that he didn’t need help; he said he
was just stepping out of his car to go
to a friend’s house to play chess.

Duvall acknowledged he had his
gun with him, but said he has a per-
mit to carry it, which he tried to
show Rega. By law, the gun must be
concealed, but Duvall said he
couldn’t conceal it under his pants
while sitting in his car because his
jeans were too tight.

Duvall said that’s why left the car
with the gun sandwiched among
some magazines.

“The magazines were the bread
and the gun was the meat,” he said.

A district justice is scheduled to
hear both sides of the story on Dec.
15.

Ship decommissioning

MS
PASCAGOULA — The
USS Yorktown will be re-

moved from service Friday during
a decommissioning ceremony, two
months after its sister ship, Ticond-
eroga, was towed from the Naval
Station Pascagoula. The Yorktown
will join Ticonderoga at the Navy’s
Inactive Ships Maintenance Facili-
ty in Pennsylvania.

Skip Mass if you’re sick

MA
BOSTON — Roman Catho-
lic leaders in Springfield

and Boston are urging influen-
za-prone parishioners to forego
handshakes and communion wine,
and Springfield Bishop Timothy
McDonnell is excusing ill church-
goers from Mass altogether. The
recommendations follow a flu vac-
cine shortage. McDonnell also said
that receiving both the communion
wafer and a sip of wine “is general-
ly encouraged but is not a necessi-
ty,” and that bread alone will suf-
fice. The “sign of peace” between
parishioners — typically a hand-
shake — can be accomplished as
easily with “a simple and friendly
nod and/or wave,” he said.

Da Vinci dispute ongoing

IN
EVANSVILLE — Jurors
could decide next summer if

Leonardo da Vinci scribbled in the
margins of a rare Renaissance-era
book, the subject of a legal dispute
that will require document experts
and handwriting specialists.

The dispute centers around a
2001 contract concerning a
15th-century text that is valuable in
its own right as a rare book. It could
be worth significantly more if da
Vinci made the notations in the mar-
gins.

The Evansville couple who
owned the manuscript and hired an
art dealer to sell it for them contend
the handwriting is da Vinci’s; the
dealer contends it’s a forgery.

This week, lawyers for both sides
agreed the disputed manuscript
will remain with the Akron, Ohio,
art dealer and won’t be sold or dis-
posed of until the suit is resolved.

Enormous gallstone

CA
LOS ANGELES — A gall-
stone the size of a golf ball

— about 16 times the size of a nor-
mal one — has been removed from
a 56-year-old man, doctors say. The
massive growth was the result of a
stent inadvertently left in his body
from a pancreatic operation more
than a decade ago.

Gonzalo Medina underwent sur-
gery Monday at a hospital in Los An-
geles. The procedure “went fine,”
according to his doctor, Ian Ken-
ner.

“In 30 years of treating gall-
stones, I have never seen one of this
size,” Kenner said, adding it was
amazing that Medina wasn’t killed
by it. “It’s a tribute to the human
body, and in this case, a particular-
ly resilient one.”

More than a year ago, Medina
began suffering from chills, stom-
ach pain and fever.

Medina previously underwent a
procedure that sends shock waves
to the gallstone to fragment it while
the patient is submerged in water.
He will likely face more operations,
doctors said.

Stories and photos from wire services

David Hughes and his dog Ty strolled by the piece “Sore throats come

in three ways” by artist Tim Schaffer in a window display at Dolphin

art gallery in downtown Kansas City, Mo., as the snow swirled around them.

Surfer Joe Hiragawa leaves the

water as the sun sets over Ocean

Beach, San Francisco, on Tuesday.

Seagulls gather along a railing on the Chicago River to catch a

few rays of morning sun as temperatures dipped below freezing

in Chicago.

Surfing day done

Winter weather sets in

All covered up

Trying to catch some sun
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Officials eye Knight in awards melee

Police and probation officials have been reviewing
video of the melee at the Vibe Awards show to determine
if Marion “Suge” Knight played a role in the altercation.

The rap producer has denied any involvement in the in-
cident in which a man struck Dr. Dre twice, sparking a
brawl in which the attacker was stabbed and seriously in-
jured.

Dre, who real name is Andre Young, met with authori-
ties Monday at the Santa Monica police station and de-
manded that his attacker, Jimmy “James” Johnson, be
charged with assault and battery.

Videotape shows Johnson punching Dre on Nov. 16 at
the second annual awards show. Johnson was then
stabbed, allegedly by Young Buck, a rapper who is a pro-
tege of Dr. Dre.

Young Buck, whose real name is David Darnell Brown,
surrendered Nov. 19 to authorities and is scheduled to be
arraigned Dec. 20.

The force is with Cal State Long Beach

“Star Wars” creator George Lucas donated $100,000 to
California State University, Long Beach, for film depart-
ment scholarships and equipment.

Lucas donated the money at the request of the Depart-
ment of Film and Electronic Arts. Although Lucas attend-

ed the University of Southern Califor-
nia, director Steven Spielberg, his
close friend, went to Cal State Long
Beach.

The university needed the money
to fix or repair equipment damaged
by an October storm. A satellite dish
on the department’s building fell
through the roof during the storm, al-
lowing water to seep into the build-
ing.

The department may not have
been able to restore damaged camer-
as, projectors and videotape ma-
chines without the Lucas donation,

department chair Craig Smith said recently.
The university’s two-year undergraduate film program

is popular among aspiring filmmakers. Alumni include
John Dykstra, who won an Oscar for visual effects for
“Star Wars”; David Twohy, who wrote and directed
“Pitch Black” and “The Chronicles of Riddick”; and
Mark Steven Johnson, writer and director of “Daredev-
il.”

Prince Harry’s knee injury bothersome

Prince Harry will delay his entry into Britain’s presti-
gious military academy to allow him to fully recover from
a knee injury, royal officials said.

Harry had been due to enroll at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst in January. But
the office of his father, Prince
Charles, said Tuesday that Harry
wouldn’t start until May.

The 20-year-old, who is third in
line to the throne, injured his knee
several months ago while he was
training with the army before his
entry test for Sandhurst.

His knee has continued to trouble
him in recent months and the injury
sidelined him from playing polo dur-
ing a stay at a polo farm in Argentina
this month.

Tuesday’s statement said Harry
wanted to make sure he was 100 percent prepared for his
entry to the academy, where students face a grueling
schedule in their first weeks.

Nanny sues Imus, his wife and networks

A former nanny who worked for Don Imus has sued
the radio and television personality, claiming he wrong-
fully fired her, chased her off his New Mexico ranch in
the middle of the night, and then trashed her on his radio
show.

Nichole C. Mallette, 24, says in court papers that Imus
apparently became upset about a small knife that she car-
ried in a sheath on her belt, and about a cap pistol she had
brought to the ranch for his 6-year-old son.

She says the boy had told her he had permission to play
with cap guns at the ranch but the lawsuit, filed Monday,
says she never gave the cap pistol to the boy.

Mallette is seeking unspecified damages, saying she
was wrongfully terminated, defamed and subjected to in-
tentional emotional distress. Her lawsuit names Imus, his
wife, NBC, MSNBC and Westwood One.

Stories and photos from wire reports

A nosh to remember
Lucas

Harry

BY BRIDGET BYRNE

The Associated Press

MALIBU, Calif. — Fran Drescher’s distinctive voice
cuts through the noisy chaos of actors and production peo-
ple crowding the deck of her beachfront home.

“Hi, everyone. How you doing?”
The star, known for her nasally whine, Yiddish exclama-

tions, and ability to make a word like “wow” last as long as
a sentence, was hosting a reunion of the cast from “The
Nanny.”

The gathering was staged as a dinner party where the
leading lady and her co-stars reminisced. Their
semi-scripted chatter was then intercut with clips from the
series, which ran on CBS from 1993 to ’99.

The result: “The Nanny Reunion: A Nosh to Remember”
airing Dec. 6 on Lifetime, which shows weekday reruns of
the sitcom.

At first, Drescher was reluctant to do a reunion special
about Fran Fine, the middle-class girl from Queens who
stumbles into a job taking care of a rich man’s kids.

“Much as I love the show — I TiVo reruns so I can watch
it whenever I want — I was feeling like I need to grow as
an artist and let the audience see me doing other things,”
Drescher says.

In a case of classic Hollywood deal making, a compro-
mise was struck: To get Drescher to agree, Lifetime of-
fered her the chance to direct and appear on “Strong Medi-
cine.”

The episode she directed aired in September, and the
guest shot came on the medical drama’s 100th episode in
October. She played a uterine cancer patient who sues an
insurance company for not including basic tests in their
policies.

(The 47-year-old Drescher, who survived the same kind
of cancer, is a vocal advocate for women’s health care and
wrote the best sellers “Cancer Schmancer” and “Enter
Whining.”) So was the use and disruption of Drescher’s
home also in the reunion deal? Seems it was more about
correctness than career.

“I stuck my foot in my mouth and said, ‘Wait a minute.

Why don’t we do it at my house?’ never thinking it was
going to be such an enormous undertaking,” Drescher
says. “But I’m an overachiever and if I was going to do this
reunion show, it was very important to me that it be done
correctly. That means being inventive, being original, mak-
ing it better than the regular run-of-the-mill ones, having it
be funnier.”

She co-opted ex-husband Peter Jacobson, with whom
she created the series, to direct. The lavish food was pre-
pared by one of Wolfgang Puck’s restaurants. The one
thing she couldn’t arrange was the weather, which lacked
the sunset-over-the-sea that had been hoped for.

The cast members who attended included everyone but
Daniel Davis (the butler) who was working out of town.

Drescher’s parents, Morty and Sylvia Drescher, were
there, her mother being a look-alike for Renee Taylor, who
played Fine’s mother, Sylvia.

The series included many familial incidents drawn from
Drescher’s real upbringing. “I tapped into a simpler time
in my life surrounded by all the rich and wonderful charac-
ters I grew up with,” says Drescher.

She describes Fine as “fun, funny, immature and sexy.
Her life was much less complicated than mine and I really
liked being in her skin everyday.”

Charles Shaughnessy, who played Fine’s boss and love
interest, Maxwell Sheffield, says the series was a “blend of
great slapstick — Fran is a wonderful physical comedian
and obviously had studied Lucille Ball a lot — but it was
also a very sweet, romantic comedy, and a fish-out-of-
water story.”

Drescher is getting back into sitcoms next year in a WB
series currently titled “Shacking Up.” She describes her
character as “a sexy divorcee who’s living with a man
much, much younger — closer to her son’s age.”

But moving from Fran Fine in “The Nanny” to Fran
Reeves in the new sitcom won’t mean leaving behind the es-
sentials that made Drescher famous.

“It’s always more or less that larger-than-life persona.
They wrap it in another story, but the audience kind of ac-
cepts it, because it’s really me,” she says, laughing, well,
just like Fran.

AP

That unmistakable whine is back! Fran Drescher, center, hosts a reunion of the cast from her sitcom “The Nanny” at her

seaside Malibu, Calif., home.

The series was a blend of great slapstick — Fran is a

wonderful physical comedian and obviously had studied Lucille Ball

a lot — but it was also a very sweet, romantic comedy,

and a fish-out-of-water story.

Charles Shaughnessy

actor who played Maxwell Sheffield on “The Nanny”

FACES

Fran Drescher throws reunion
party for cast of ‘The Nanny’
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BY NANCY DUNNAN

The cost of heating fuel is
going up again this winter — by
more than 25 percent, accord-
ing to some experts.

Most utility companies pub-
lish energy savings suggestions.
Check with yours by calling the
consumer hot line. Others offer
cash to customers who install ef-

ficiency equipment and weath-
er stripping.

For a list of programs, check
out the Web site of The Edison
Electric Institute, the electric
utilities trade group, at:
www.eei.org/wiseuse.

Financial adviser, economist and
security analyst Nancy Dunnan is
the author of “How to Invest $50 to
$5,000.” She writes a weekly column
for theonlineinvestor.com

BY EMILY CHASAN

The Wall Street Journal

Kevin Boehm knows how cruel
a cold Chicago night can be. So
last year, when he saw a man
squawking into a mobile phone
outside a restaurant in 20 degree
weather, he imagined a simple so-
lution: a cell-phone booth.

“In five years, it could be com-
pletely passe to be at a table in a
restaurant and not get up to use
the cell-phone booth,” says
Boehm, who paid around $3,500
to install a plush, brown and blue
velvet-appointed booth at his own
new restaurant, called BOKA.

A discreet note on the menu
tells diners about the booth.

Just when many mannered
folks had given up on having a civ-
ilized dinner or library trip with-
out overhearing other people’s
conversations, a simple solution
seems to be calling. Phone compa-
nies have eliminated more than a
million traditional pay phones in
the past eight years, many of
them in phone booths, according
to the Federal Communications
Commission. Now, some restuar-
ants, libraries and other business-
es are slowing bringing back the
phone booth, sans phone this
time. Users bring their own mo-
bile phone and can talk as loud as
they want without bothering any-
body else, or being asked to step
outside.

“There was reasoning behind
the original telephone booth,” says

Boehm, BOKA’s co-owner. “This
is just America catching up.”

The quest for privacy drives 98
percent of Americans to go to an-
other room or outside when talking
on a cell phone, according to a
Sprint Corp. survey released in
July. Some retreat to a restroom to
make calls. But few things are
more irritating than having to lis-
ten to the sound of toilets flushing
during an important conversation,
says Jacqueline Whitmore, Sprint’s
wireless-phone-etiquette spokes-
person; 77 percent of Sprint’s sur-
vey respondents said they were
subjected to such toilet gaffes.

“With cell phones, nothing
seems to be private anymore,”
Whitmore says.

Many of the new cell-phone
booths are part architectural
whimsy — a way for restaurant
owners to provide a point of retro
focus in their dining rooms. Oth-
ers have been added for pure ne-
cessity. Greg Pyne, owner of the
Brooklyn Cafe in Sandy Springs,
Ga., got the idea in early 2003
after he was waiting for an impor-
tant call during dinner at another
upscale restaurant in Atlanta. “I
started spying around,” Pyne re-
calls. “Where would I go if I got
the call?”

The following week, he went to
a local antiques shop with a flat-
bed truck and rented a
1,700-pound British red cast-iron
telephone booth for $200 a
month. With no room inside his
cafe, he plopped it out front. Pyne
doesn’t charge to use his booth,
which is sponsored by Sprint and
has pens, paper and a picture of
Alexander Graham Bell inside.
“It’s kind of like having the
low-carb option on your menu,”
he says. “We’re giving them the
option to be polite.”

In Europe, where cell phone
use is ubiquitous, a nascent indus-
try has cropped up to make and
promote modern cell-phone
booths. Isomax Dekorative Lami-
nate AG, of Wiener Neudorf, Aus-
tria, is proposing that its laminate
cladding boards could be used to
make a cellphone booth with re-
tractable walls.

Antti Evavaara, a furniture de-
signer in Orimattila, Finland, has
sold hundreds of mobile-phone
boxes for several thousand dol-

lars each since 2002. The booths,
dubbed “Silence,” are designed
for waiting areas, airports and
hotel lobbies. They resemble
C-shaped chairs with clear side
panels. Evavaara recently an-
nounced plans to mass-produce
the box in as many as 67 colors.
The most popular color so far:
bright red.

The phenomenon isn’t only for
the chic restaurant set. At East
Side Plating Inc., a metal-finish-
ing plant in Portland, Ore., compa-
ny President Gary Rhenberg
asked Soundsuckers.com, a
soundproofing company, to de-
sign an insulated box that could
be attached to a desk or wall and
isolate workers who take orders
by cordless phone.

“I needed to deaden some
sound, but I didn’t necessarily
want to build an office,” said
Rhenberg. Now Soundsuckers
sells about a dozen custom-made
booths each year to factories and
other high-decibel industrial envi-
ronments.

Libraries also are welcoming
the booths to preserve quiet in
their reading rooms. The Univer-
sity of Maryland’s Thurgood Mar-
shall Law Library has eight Brit-
ish-style phone booths, four with
conventional phones, four dedicat-
ed to wireless calls. The booths
provide privacy for students who
are often discussing legal matters
with local attorneys, says David
Grahek, associate director for in-
struction at the library. The Bos-
ton Public Library is including a
few phoneless booths in the archi-
tectural plans for its next two
branch-renovation projects.

On the high end, booth promot-
ers seem to be competing over
who can install the most ornate
box. The Biltmore Room in Man-
hattan, for example, has one
adorned with padded leather,
brass trim and a tiny chandelier
from the original old hotel. Boxes
like these can cost thousands of
dollars, and offer a sense of nostal-
gia for a time when well-appoint-
ed booths were ubiquitous and
smacked of mystery and ro-
mance.

The latter is precisely what
drew Mitchell Bain to the Bilt-
more Room’s booth to take a call
from his girlfriend. “You have to
keep the ‘I love you’s’ private,” he
says.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro ................................................... $1.3685
British pound ....................................... $1.99
Japanese yen (Dec. 3) ....................... 100.00
South Korean won (Dec. 2) .......... 1,021.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37698
British pound ........................................ $1.93
Canada (Dollar) ..................................... 1.18
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.26
Egypt (Pound) ........................................ 6.21
Euro ........................................................ $1.33
Hong Kong (Dollar) ................................ 7.77
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 182.75
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 63.25
Israel (Shekel) ......................................... 4.36
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 102.69
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29467
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.76
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.12
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ................................ 1.63
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,046.00
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.08
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 39.42
Turkey (Lira) ............................. 1,416,000.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $447.60
Silver ..................................................... $7.90

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.00
Discount rate ......................................... 3.00
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.06
3-month bill ............................................ 2.23
30-year bond .......................................... 5.01
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Dear Tom and Ray:
It’s getting to be that time of

year again — time to wonder what
to get my male relatives for
Christmas. I’m sure I’m not the
only female who is confronted
with this dilemma every year. I
thought you could provide some
good ideas for holiday gifts that I
can actually locate AND afford to
buy (i.e., $25-$200). Thanks!

— Diana
RAY: Hmm. I don’t think plas-

ma TVs have
come down
that far yet.

TOM: Sev-
eral ideas
come to mind,
Diana. One is an inexpensive
scan tool. A scan tool is what you
plug into the car’s computer, and
it gives you all kinds of fascinat-
ing diagnostic information.

RAY: Well, it’ll be fascinating
to those guys, anyway.

TOM: All cars built from 1996
on use a standard computer diag-
nostics system called OBD II.
You can find several inexpensive
OBD II scan tools on the market
in the $150-$200 range. Best of
all, since this is a diagnostic tool,
it will provide your loved ones
with wonderful excuses to then
go out and buy even more expen-
sive equipment with which to fix
these newly diagnosed problems!

RAY: Another idea is a re-
chargeable remote jump-starter.
I’ve got one of these, and it works
and it works great. It’s smaller
than a car battery, and fully en-
cased in hard plastic. It has posi-
tive and negative battery cables
attached to it, and you use it to
jump-start your car when nobody
else is around. You charge it up
from a home outlet or from your
cigarette lighter (BEFORE the

battery dies!) and then toss it in
the trunk.

TOM: So, when you come out of
Rocco’s Adult Beverage and Exot-
ic Female Dancer Den at 1 in the
morning and find that you left
your lights on, you won’t have to
call your wife for a jump-start
(and a dope slap). These jumper
packs will run you anywhere from
$50 to $100, depending on how
powerful the battery is. But even
the basic ones will work pretty

well, unless
the battery is
stone cold
dead.

RAY: In the
same price

range, you can get someone a per-
sonal air pump and a can of tire
sealant. Next time he has a flat
tire, instead of waiting for a tow
truck or changing the tire himself
while semis whiz by, he can pull
out his air pump, toss in the seal-
ant and fill the tire back up in five
or 10 minutes. Most of these air
pumps plug into the cigarette
lighter or run off rechargeable
batteries. And as an added bonus,
he can use it to fill up his basket-
ball, soccer ball or inflatable Ger-
aldo Rivera punching bag.

TOM: And if you’re a real
cheapskate, there are always Car
Talk gifts, like our CD collections
of funny car songs, or our advice
collections, like “Why You Should
Never Listen to Your Father
When It Comes to Cars.” That
stuff is cheap (as well it should
be)! And it’s at www.shameless
commerce.com, or
1-888-CAR-JUNK. Really.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.

Tips for cutting fuel costs

Click and Clack
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

Cell-phone rooms still allow for privacy, quiet

Car-related gift ideas

WEDNESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,590.22 +162.20 +1.56 +1.30 +7.26
3,665.65 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,736.79 +78.08 +2.13 +24.27 +27.12

335.20 250.09 Dow Jones Utilities 321.62 -4.17 -1.28 +20.50 +27.55
7,075.80 6,073.00 NYSE Composite 7,097.32 +91.60 +1.31 +10.20 +15.54
1,412.76 1,098.10 Amex Index 1,413.81 +7.73 +.55 +20.47 +26.55
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,138.23 +41.42 +1.98 +6.73 +9.08
1,188.46 1,053.41 S&P 500 1,191.37 +17.55 +1.50 +7.15 +11.89

643.14 548.29 S&P MidCap 645.68 +8.41 +1.32 +12.10 +13.43
636.00 515.90 Russell 2000 643.69 +9.92 +1.57 +15.58 +18.07

11,681.90 10,244.15 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,735.57 +167.03 +1.44 +8.67 +12.82

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 67.41 +1.54 +16.7
Armor Holdings ... 29 43.90 +.73 +66.9
Boeing .80 16 54.70 +1.13 +29.8
Computer Sciences ... 19 55.73 +1.63 +26.0
Engineered Sup Sys .04 23 55.72 +.72 +1.2
General Dynamics 1.44 19 109.46 +1.10 +21.1
General Electric .80 24 36.02 +.66 +16.3
Halliburton .50 ... 39.85 -1.50 +53.3
Harris Corp. .48 31 67.15 +.96 +76.9
Allied Signal .75 22 36.33 +1.00 +8.7
L-3 Communications .40 22 74.59 +.17 +45.2
Lockheed Martin 1.00 22 61.42 +.58 +19.5
NorthrpG s .92 20 56.85 +.52 +18.9
Raytheon .80 47 40.97 +.63 +36.4
Rockwell Intl. .66 21 46.54 -.76 +30.7
Sequa Corp. ... 35 57.49 -2.21 +17.3
Texas Instruments .10 25 25.18 +1.00 -14.3
Textron Inc. 1.40 32 74.63 +2.01 +30.8
United Technologies 1.40 19 100.15 +2.57 +5.7

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 709877 3.99 +.06
Calpine 400551 3.73 -.15
NortelN lf 375691 3.61 +.14
Pfizer 321853 28.23 +.46
EMC Cp 225598 14.02 +.60
GenElec 216597 36.02 +.66
WalMart 199115 52.82 +.76
TimeWarn 188346 18.21 +.50
Motorola 167911 19.75 +.49
AMD 153910 22.61 +1.33

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 480991 119.23 +1.34
SemiHTr 192049 33.73 +1.25
iShJapan 143865 10.45 +.14
iShRs2000 93241 128.06 +1.18
DJIA Diam 83168 105.67 +1.34
SP Engy 61721 36.61 -.90
BemaGold 49784 3.57 -.13
RetailHT 48791 98.05 +1.35
SP Fncl 48427 30.08 +.58
OilSvHT 44180 82.70 -3.42

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SiriusS 1268983 6.98 +.35
Microsoft 985067 27.25 +.44
Nasd100Tr 971023 39.92 +.77
Intel 829172 23.10 +.72
Cisco 634181 19.15 +.40
ApldMatl 579572 17.72 +1.08
SunMicro 556814 5.46 -.09
Oracle 437711 13.09 +.35
GeoPharm 425348 6.81 +2.38
JDS Uniph 403131 3.19 +.02

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 38.05 +.54 +8.1
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.81 +1.01 +9.5
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.84 +.46 +8.2
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.40 +.64 +8.7
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.15 +.29 +9.1
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.14 +.14 +4.0
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.39 +.55 +10.5
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.52 +.28 +4.7
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.10 -.02 +3.3
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.85 +.44 +10.9
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.16 +.49 +5.3
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.30 +.41 +9.9
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.67 +.37 +8.1
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.19 +.11 +9.8
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.80 +.20 +6.0
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.62 +.11 +6.1
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI ... ... NA
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.51 +.55 +13.3
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.41 +.22 +10.3
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.81 +.29 +5.4
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.89 -.01 +4.0
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.29 +.01 +2.8
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.07 +.36 +1.2
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.13 +.02 +8.2

YOUR MONEY

The phone booth returns
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 45 37
Bahrain 71 55
Beijing 57 31
Beirut 68 55
Bermuda 73 64
Caracas 87 74
Helsinki 25 15
Hong Kong 80 67
Lisbon 57 45

HI LO
Manila 87 79
Mexico City 74 46
Montreal 28 15
Riyadh 69 44
Rio de. Jan 80 71
Seoul  59 44
Sofia  61 46
Sydney 70 61
Tokyo 59 51

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 82 65
Dakar  83 71
Freetown 89 76
Kinshasa 85 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 89 77
Nairobi 77 60
Rabat   64 50
Tripoli 77 52

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 56 40 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 38 29 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 35 22 Cldy
Albuquerque 48 27 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 43 26 PCldy
Amarillo 52 30 Clr
Anchorage 27 6 Clr
Asheville 51 30 Clr
Atlanta 56 36 Clr
Atlantic City 47 26 PCldy
Austin 60 42 PCldy
Baltimore 47 29 PCldy
Baton Rouge 63 41 Clr
Billings 48 29 Clr
Birmingham 57 34 PCldy
Bismarck 41 24 PCldy
Boise 33 23 PCldy
Boston 39 26 Cldy
Bridgeport 45 30 Cldy
Brownsville 64 53 Rain
Buffalo 33 26 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 32 13 Snow
Caribou,Maine 19 6 Clr
Casper 40 24 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 63 38 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 45 31 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 57 32 Clr
Chattanooga 54 31 Clr
Cheyenne 41 21 PCldy
Chicago 37 30 PCldy
Cincinnati 45 31 PCldy

Cleveland 38 29 Cldy
Colorado Springs 46 19 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 59 31 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 60 36 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 42 32 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 35 20 Cldy
Corpus Christi 61 50 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 58 37 PCldy
Dayton 41 31 PCldy
Daytona Beach 68 44 Clr
Denver 44 21 Clr
Des Moines 43 31 Cldy
Detroit 39 31 Cldy
Duluth 32 21 Snow
El Paso 58 38 PCldy
Elkins 38 24 Cldy
Erie 38 27 Snow
Eugene 41 33 Cldy
Evansville 47 30 Clr
Fairbanks 0 -18 Cldy
Fargo 37 25 Cldy
Flagstaff 41 11 Clr
Flint 36 28 Cldy
Fort Smith 57 32 Clr
Fort Wayne 40 31 Cldy
Fresno 53 38 Clr
Goodland 47 23 Clr
Grand Junction 26 3 PCldy
Grand Rapids 37 30 Cldy
Great Falls 49 32 Clr
Green Bay 34 29 Snow
Greensboro,N.C. 54 31 Clr

Harrisburg 47 28 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 39 22 Cldy
Helena 46 26 PCldy
Honolulu 84 74 PCldy
Houston 62 45 Cldy
Huntsville 54 32 Clr
Indianapolis 43 31 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 60 34 PCldy
Jacksonville 65 36 Clr
Juneau 39 31 Rain
Kansas City 46 30 PCldy
Key West 79 68 PCldy
Knoxville 50 31 Clr
Lake Charles 63 44 PCldy
Lansing 36 29 Cldy
Las Vegas 54 35 Clr
Lexington 46 31 Clr
Lincoln 46 27 PCldy
Little Rock 56 34 Clr
Los Angeles 68 45 Clr
Louisville 48 34 Clr
Lubbock 55 32 PCldy
Macon 61 31 Clr
Madison 36 31 Snow
Medford 44 29 PCldy
Memphis 54 36 Clr
Miami Beach 79 61 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 54 37 Cldy
Milwaukee 37 30 Snow
Mpls-St Paul 34 27 Snow
Mobile 61 39 PCldy
Montgomery 60 32 PCldy

Nashville 51 32 Clr
New Orleans 64 45 Clr
New York City 46 35 Cldy
Newark 46 32 Snow
Norfolk,Va. 53 36 Clr
North Platte 45 17 PCldy
Oklahoma City 56 31 Clr
Omaha 46 30 PCldy
Orlando 70 46 Clr
Paducah 49 32 Clr
Pendleton 42 32 Cldy
Peoria 40 29 PCldy
Philadelphia 48 32 PCldy
Phoenix 68 44 Clr
Pittsburgh 39 27 PCldy
Pocatello 29 13 PCldy
Portland,Maine 37 22 Snow
Portland,Ore. 44 38 Cldy
Providence 40 25 Cldy
Pueblo 49 15 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 56 31 Clr
Rapid City 52 27 PCldy
Reno 37 16 PCldy
Richmond 55 30 Clr
Roanoke 50 31 Clr
Rochester 34 23 Snow
Rockford 35 25 PCldy
Sacramento 56 36 Clr
St Louis 49 32 PCldy
St Thomas 84 73 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 41 33 Cldy
Salt Lake City 31 19 PCldy

San Angelo 57 38 PCldy
San Antonio 59 45 PCldy
San Diego 64 48 Clr
San Francisco 59 43 Clr
San Jose 60 38 Clr
San Juan,P.R. 84 73 PCldy
Santa Fe 44 20 PCldy
St Ste Marie 30 28 Snow
Savannah 64 37 Clr
Seattle 47 42 Cldy
Shreveport 56 36 PCldy
Sioux City 44 27 PCldy
Sioux Falls 43 27 PCldy
South Bend 39 31 Cldy
Spokane 37 31 Cldy
Springfield,Ill. 42 30 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 49 28 Clr
Syracuse 36 23 Cldy
Tallahassee 65 34 Clr
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 70 48 PCldy
Toledo 39 30 Snow
Topeka 46 27 Clr
Tucson 71 40 PCldy
Tulsa 55 32 Clr
Tupelo 55 33 Clr
Waco 61 39 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 48 32 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 77 56 PCldy
Wichita 49 28 Clr
Wichita Falls 58 32 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 40 25 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 48 29 PCldy
Yakima 40 29 Cldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST
Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDENNORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG.

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA

CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA
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Moscow
32/22

St. Petersburg
34/20

Kiev
41/33

Bucharest
48/36

Warsaw
43/34

Oslo
21/14

Berlin
43/31

Frankfurt
39/34

Stuttgart
43/36

Prague
40/25

Budapest
48/36

Copenhagen
39/32

Reykjavik
38/26

Dublin
47/42

Ramstein
43/36

Vienna
44/32

Geneva
52/38

Brussels
41/30

Istanbul
63/52

Athens
69/56

Souda Bay
75/60

Sigonella
76/52

Naples
67/54

Rome
66/53

Belgrade
66/48

Sarajevo
59/43

Tirana
69/53

Pristina
54/43

Tuzla
64/48

Aviano
52/41

Pisa
50/45

Paris
48/32

Nice
62/45

Barcelona
58/41

Madrid
51/35

Morón
54/52

Rota
59/47

Lisbon
57/45

Izmir
61/41

London
46/41

Lakenheath
39/34

Stockholm
38/23

Benelux: Partly cloudy thoughout the
day. Highs in the low to mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly cloudy to
mostly cloudy, with rain in the north.
Highs in the upper 30s to mid 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 50s to mid 60s.

France: North, mostly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 40s. South, cloudy with rain-
showers and isolated thunderstorms
throughout the day. Highs in the low
to mid 60s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day, with areas of rain
in the morning. Highs in the upper
30s to mid 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rain and areas of snow in
the morning. Highs in the mid 40s.

Hungary: Cloudy with isolated rain-
showers. Highs in the upper 40s.

Northern Italy: Mostly Cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the low
to mid 50s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 60s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with areas of
fog in the morning. Highs in the mid-
50s.

Norway: Southwest coast, mostly
cloudy becoming cloudy with rain
overnight. Highs in the low 40s.
Inland, mostly cloudy becoming
cloudy with snow overnight. Highs in
the low 20s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with areas of rainshowers and
isolated thunderstorms throughout
the day. Highs in the 50s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy throughout the
day. Highs in the low to mid 60s.

European forecast for 03 December 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Charles Higgins

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN

IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
64/37

Baghdad
63/41

Kuwait City
64/47

Dhahran
70/47

Dubai
79/65

Zahedan
63/30

Karachi
84/65

Bombay
90/69

New Delhi
78/54

Kandahar
69/41

Kabul
50/30

Islamabad
69/45

Mazar-e-Sharif
55/33

Ashgabat
43/27

Tehran
47/37

Hyderabad
85/59

Tel Aviv
72/50

Cairo
75/55

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:51 AM 6:51 AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:06 AM 8:07 AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 4:56 PM 4:56 PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:25 PM 4:25 PM

Skopje
60/44•

•Stavanger
43/38

Lajes
68/62

New moon
12 Dec

First qtr.
18 Dec

Full moon
26 Dec

Last qtr.
5 Dec
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The moon void of course this
morning contributes to the general
mood of restlessness and anticipa-
tion of ... what? That sense
of not knowing is both
maddening and delicious.
As long as we stay in the
dark, whatever it is behind
the proverbial door No. 3
becomes the projection of
all our hopes. What are you
wishing for?

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 3). Life is as
fancy free as you allow it to
be. Loved ones influence
you in new ways — your
interests are changing, and
your relationships bloom with the
shift. Get out of town, and take a
well-deserved break next month.
Luck comes from the people you
meet on your journeys, especially
water signs (Pisces, Scorpio and
Cancer).

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Just when a situation starts to feel
like it’s taking over your life, a friend
offers a chance for adventure. You
remember adventure, right? Consid-
er how many of the seven wonders
of the world you’ve seen. Explore.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You usually can be counted on as
the emotional rock, the stabilizing
force, the one who soldiers on no
matter what. So the effusively senti-
mental mood you’re in today is seen
as an anomaly and may amuse
loved ones.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your role as “whistle-blower” is
tough for you, as you are used to
being liked by all sides. You’ll be the
one to spot the element of the plan
(or the character involved) that is on
the shifty side (if not downright
indecent or dangerous).

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Bring plenty of initiative to the table.
When you dare to want more, you’re
more likely to find a way to get
more. Someone who knows the
secret shortcuts is nearby. Turn up
your instinct, and locate this person.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
super volcano that is now Yellow-
stone devastated the Western Hemi-

sphere some 640,000 years ago.
Now, it’s the first and most fantastic
national park. There’s hope for that
area of your life you currently think is
a catastrophe.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You can’t believe what you hear.

Someone close may be
trying to smirch a per-
ceived rival by spreading
false rumors. Sticking up
for the underdog is just
one of the ways you
make a difference in this
crazy world.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Life is a
game, and you are, in the
hippest sense of the
word, a player. A clever
maneuver you make in

the early part of a project gives you
the edge that will keep you in the
lead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Sometimes in life, as in chess, a
pawn must be sacrificed in order to
gain an attacking position. Be smart.
Make sure you completely under-
stand your role in a situation. See
that the pawn isn’t you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You relate your story well. In
fact, you’re such a witty teller of
anecdotes that you’ll be invited to
see new places and get to know
new people. It’s fun to care for the
non-verbal ways you communicate
to the world, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You’ll find yourself being re-
viewed in some way. Others shiver
and shake under such circumstanc-
es, but you’re as ready and cool as
a Swiss Alps ski vacation. You coast
your way into a beautiful offering.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You have no time to waste. Then
again, you have never considered
taking a different route home or
venturing into the unknown to be a
waste of time! A field trip is featured,
especially one that is short, direct
and memorable.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You’re not alone in what you be-
lieve, but your communication style
is pretty unique. Finding people you
relate to is the unconscious quest of
the day. A witty gambit opens a
fascinating conversation.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Fool

4 Likely

7 Basketball ploy

12 “The — Daba

Honeymoon”

13 Magnon preceder

14 Old-time

marketplace

15 Verb in a 

limerick’s first line

16 Attendance

check

18 NYC hrs.

19 Borden mascot

20 Unwilling to listen

22 “Monty Python”

opener

23 Section

27 Resistance unit

29 Warning signal

31 Quickly

34 Put up

35 Posh

37 Pouch

38 Temple U. team

39 Curmudgeonly cry

41 Session with a

shrink

45 Desires

47 Guitar’s kin

48 “You betcha!”

52 Greek cross

53 Sandy’s mistress

54 New Haven 

collegian

55 Double curve

56 Milkmaid’s burden

57 1940s headline

word

58 Sandra or Ruby

Down
1 Cut lumber

2 Humiliate

3 Trattoria selection

4 Dental distress

5 Bout before the

main event

6 Raise a glass to

7 Chantilly, for one

8 Past

9 “Embraceable —”

10 Coffee vessel

11 Mr. Sajak

17 Intervertebral

structure

21 Concentrate

23 Shrivel with heat

24 Pink slip

25 Sinbad’s bird

26 Stick with a kick

28 Whammy

30 Calf-feed-teria

31 Big bother

32 Basilica bench

33 The whole 

enchilada

36 Longest wholly

Spanish river

37 Woman, to an

Aussie

40 Veep who resigned

42 Made public

43 Emperor’s edict

44 Don’t discard

45 Salt Lake squad

46 Use a teaspoon

48 Upper limit

49 — shoestring

50 One (Pref.)

51 Love, in a sense

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: My

cousin, “Steve,” is a homo-
sexual. He is very nice
and compassionate, but
lives far away, and we see
him only once or twice a
year.

My brother never had a
good relationship with
Steve, and the old con-
flicts have now started to
reappear. At a recent
family gathering, my
niece told my daughter
that Steve was a “bad
man” because he’s gay and not to
be nice to him or “you could catch
the disease.”

I was shocked to hear these
cruel statements coming from
such an innocent child’s mouth,
until I learned that my brother
had been teaching her these
things. I’m horrified that this has
been going on, but reluctant to
start yet another conflict. What
should I do?

— Tolerant Cousin
Dear Cousin: Shame on your

brother for deliberately reinforc-
ing ignorance in his own child
and teaching her to be intolerant.

Make sure your own
children are better
informed, and if your
niece should say any of
these things in your
presence, feel free to
correct her misimpres-
sions. Unfortunately,
unless you are willing
to get into a fight with
your brother, you can-
not otherwise tell him
how to raise his child.

Dear Annie: I have

been happily married for over 20
years to a wonderful man who is
10 years younger. The age differ-
ence has never been an issue until
recently, when my husband decid-
ed to wash the years out of his
hair. The distinguished and very
attractive gray is completely gone.
He looks quite youthful, and now
our age difference is very notice-
able.

All these years I have tried to
look my best in a wholesome way
— healthy lifestyle, practical
makeup and a positive attitude.
This latest development makes
me feel old. My husband refuses
to take my concerns seriously. He

laughingly says it’s HIS hair, HIS
body, HIS choice and it’s no big
deal.

My annoyance is now turning to
frustration and obsession. Should
I be considering plastic surgery?

— The Older Wife
Dear Older Wife: Do you have

reason to suspect your husband’s
new look is a sign of dissatisfac-
tion with you or an effort to make
himself more attractive to younger
women? If so, plastic surgery isn’t
going to fix it, and if not, it is a
drastic step to take because you
are feeling insecure.

If the situation were reversed,
would you consider it a problem?
Probably not. Unless you believe
something else is going on, please
don’t turn this into “Extreme
Makeover.” Remember, the most
important thing is a youthful
attitude. Talk to your husband
about your fears so he can reas-
sure you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: A person very

dear to my heart, “Ruth,” has
always donated to her communi-
ty blood drives. It’s a form of
philanthropy she enjoys. Ruth
remarried a few months ago and
asked her new husband, “Tony,”
to attend the blood drive
with her. His reply left
her stunned and
changed her life forever.
Tony confided that in his
youth, he had been a
needle-type drug user
and now he can’t give
blood.

Mind you, Tony is a
good, hardworking,
straight-arrow man now,
but he was foolish in his
youth. When Ruth went
to the blood drive, she was

asked: “In the past 12 months

have you slept with anyone who

has ever used a needle?” She

explained that yes, as a teenag-

er, her husband had done drugs.

She was told that as long as she

is with Tony, she can’t give

blood anymore. Ruth is hurt and
angry at her husband for what
he took from her. I feel lost as a
friend about what to say to help
her.

Abby, Tony’s drug use was
more than 27 years ago. Is Ruth

right that this will
follow them forever
and she can never give
blood again?

— Gift of Life Gone
in Maryland

Dear Gift: Your letter
is a pertinent reminder
that youthful experi-
mentation can have
lifelong consequences.

Those rules were
established for a good
reason — to protect our
blood supply.

It might lift your friend’s spirits

if you remind her that there are

other things she can do to contrib-

ute to her community. She could

volunteer to work at the blood

drive in some capacity other

than a donor. She could also hold

a bake sale to raise funds for

“the cause.” Rather than blam-
ing her husband at this late date,
she should respect the rules and
explore her other options.

Dear Abby: My nephew, who

is also my godson, has decided
to marry my youngest step-
daughter. Which side of the
church should I sit on — the
bride’s or the groom’s side? My

husband and children think I
should sit on the groom’s side. I
am afraid someone will feel hurt
no matter what I do.

— Betwixt and Between
in Florida

Dear Betwixt: Ask your neph-
ew and stepdaughter where they
would like you to sit and abide
by their decision. The alternative
would be to bring a folding chair
and sit in the middle.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be

addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

The needle and the damage done

Brother teaching niece intolerance

Dear Abby
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AFN-TV & Radio
Friday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Duke women at Tennessee (dld).

AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball: Ne-
braska at Alabama-Birmingham (dld).

AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—College football:
Mid-America Conference championship
game, Toledo vs. Miami (Ohio) (dld).

Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—College basket-

ball: Memphis at Purdue.
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at San An-

tonio.
AFN-Pacific, 4:30 a.m.—Boxing, Rocky Jua-

rez (21-0) vs. Guty Espadas Jr. (38-6), feather-
weights.

AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Indiana at Sac-
ramento.

AFN-Sports, 8 a.m.—NFL: NFL Films Game
of the Week II (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Memphis at Purdue (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—NBA: Detroit at San An-
tonio (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Kentucky at North Carolina.

AFN-Pacific, 6 p.m.—College basketball: In-
diana at Connecticut.

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—College football: Atlan-
tic Coast Conference championship game,
Virginia Tech at Miami.

AFN-Atlantic and Pacific, 8:30 p.m.—Col-
lege football: Army vs. Navy.

AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.—College football:
Southern Cal at UCLA.

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.myafn.net
for more information.

Pro football
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 10 1 0 .909 288 174
N.Y. Jets 8 3 0 .727 225 168
Buffalo 5 6 0 .455 218 192
Miami 2 9 0 .182 164 227

South
Indianapolis 8 3 0 .727 380 239
Jacksonville 6 5 0 .545 182 208
Houston 5 6 0 .455 229 260
Tennessee 4 7 0 .364 207 243

North
Pittsburgh 10 1 0 .909 256 168
Baltimore 7 4 0 .636 207 164
Cincinnati 5 6 0 .455 241 246
Cleveland 3 8 0 .273 225 266

West
San Diego 8 3 0 .727 319 221
Denver 7 4 0 .636 257 192
Oakland 4 7 0 .364 207 294
Kansas City 3 8 0 .273 307 299

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Philadelphia 10 1 0 .909 293 164
N.Y. Giants 5 6 0 .455 202 199
Dallas 4 7 0 .364 193 289
Washington 3 8 0 .273 138 194

South
Atlanta 9 2 0 .818 232 215
Carolina 4 7 0 .364 217 236
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 206 203
New Orleans 4 7 0 .364 232 312

North
Green Bay 7 4 0 .636 301 247
Minnesota 7 4 0 .636 291 262
Detroit 4 7 0 .364 192 257
Chicago 4 7 0 .364 172 221

West
Seattle 6 5 0 .545 239 223
St. Louis 5 6 0 .455 237 299
Arizona 4 7 0 .364 180 227
San Francisco 1 10 0 .091 192 320

x-clinched division
Sunday’s games

Arizona at Detroit
Buffalo at Miami
Houston at N.Y. Jets
Minnesota at Chicago
Tennessee at Indianapolis
Cincinnati at Baltimore
San Francisco at St. Louis
Atlanta at Tampa Bay
Carolina at New Orleans
New England at Cleveland
Denver at San Diego
Kansas City at Oakland
N.Y. Giants at Washington
Green Bay at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville

Monday’s game
Dallas at Seattle

Injury report
NEW YORK — The updated National Foot-

ball League injury report, as provided by the
league:

Sunday
ARIZONA CARDINALS (4-7) AT DETROIT

LIONS (4-7) — Cardinals: QUESTIONABLE: RB
Emmitt Smith (toe). PROBABLE: DT Russell
Davis (foot); T Leonard Davis (knee); DT Dar-
nell Dockett (groin); S Adrian Mayes (ham-
string). Lions: OUT: LB Boss Bailey (knee);
WR Eddie Drummond (shoulder). QUESTION-
ABLE: DE Jared DeVries (groin). PROBABLE:
TE Stephen Alexander (ankle); WR Az-Zahir
Hakim (hip).

ATLANTA FALCONS (9-2) AT TAMPA BAY
BUCCANEERS (4-7) — Falcons: QUESTION-
ABLE: WR Brian Finneran (ankle); CB Jason
Webster (groin). PROBABLE: RB Justin Grif-
fith (knee); DE Brady Smith (ankle). Bucca-
neers: OUT: S Jermaine Phillips (arm). PROB-
ABLE: WR Joey Galloway (ankle); QB Brian
Griese (hip); C Sean Mahan (shoulder); DT
Dewayne White (calf).

BUFFALO BILLS (5-6) AT MIAMI DOLPHINS
(2-9) — Bills: OUT: RB Travis Henry (ankle).
QUESTIONABLE: WR Josh Reed (knee); CB
Troy Vincent (knee). Dolphins: OUT: LB Tony
Bua (quadricep); LB Zach Thomas (ham-
string). DOUBTFUL: RB Sammy Morris (ribs).
QUESTIONABLE: G Jeno James (knee). PROB-
ABLE: S Yeremiah Bell (knee); QB A.J. Feeley
(right middle finger/buttocks); RB Rob Kon-
rad (migraine); K Olindo Mare (right calf);
RB Travis Minor (concussion); DT Mario
Monds (hand); LB Eddie Moore (knee); G Tay-
lor Whitley (foot).

CAROLINA PANTHERS (4-7) AT NEW OR-

LEANS SAINTS (4-7) — Panthers: DOUBTFUL:
LB Dan Morgan (concussion). QUESTION-
ABLE: LB Brian Allen (pectoral); DT Brentson
Buckner (knee); WR Karl Hankton (ham-
string). PROBABLE: QB Jake Delhomme
(right thumb); RB Brad Hoover (hip); K John
Kasay (right calf); DT Kindal Moorehead
(ankle); DE Kemp Rasmussen (neck). Saints:
DOUBTFUL: LB Derrick Rodgers (back). QUES-
TIONABLE: LB Colby Bockwoldt (shoulder);
LB Sedrick Hodge (knee); G Montrae Holland
(foot); G Kendyl Jacox (knee); WR Michael
Lewis (ankle).

CINCINNATI BENGALS (5-6) AT BALTIMORE
RAVENS (7-4) — Bengals: OUT: DT Matthias
Askew (knee). QUESTIONABLE: S Rogers
Beckett (neck); RB Chris Perry (abdomen);
DE Carl Powell (knee); WR Cliff Russell
(head). PROBABLE: T Willie Anderson
(knee); CB Deltha O’Neal (ankle). Ravens:
DOUBTFUL: RB Jamal Lewis (ankle); CB
Deion Sanders (foot); P Dave Zastudil (shoul-
der). QUESTIONABLE: LB Cornell Brown (in-
fection); T Orlando Brown (knee); TE Todd
Heap (ankle); CB Chris McAlister (shoulder);
RB Alan Ricard (knee); LB Bart Scott (ankle).

DENVER BRONCOS (7-4) AT SAN DIEGO
CHARGERS (8-3) — Broncos: OUT: DE Trevor
Pryce (back). DOUBTFUL: DT Luther Elliss
(calf). PROBABLE: RB Reuben Droughns
(hand); WR Nate Jackson (foot); WR Ashley
Lelie (hip); S John Lynch (pelvis); WR Rod
Smith (thigh). Chargers: OUT: CB Sammy
Davis (lower leg fracture). PROBABLE: RB
Jesse Chatman (toe); DT Eric Downing
(knee); WR Tim Dwight (toe); LB Steve Foley
(neck); LB Randall Godfrey (knee); S Hanik
Milligan (hamstring); S Jerry Wilson (shoul-
der).

GREEN BAY PACKERS (7-4) AT PHILADEL-
PHIA EAGLES (10-1) — Packers: QUESTION-
ABLE: RB Najeh Davenport (ribs). PROBABLE:
WR Robert Ferguson (foot/groin); RB Ahman
Green (rib); DT Grady Jackson (knee); S
Bhawoh Jue (hip); S Darren Sharper (knee).
Eagles: DOUBTFUL: RB Reno Mahe (ankle);
DE Jerome McDougle (knee). QUESTION-
ABLE: DE Derrick Burgess (ribs); G Artis
Hicks (knee); G Jermane Mayberry (calf); LB
Nate Wayne (hamstring). PROBABLE: LB
Keith Adams (illness/ankle); CB Roderick
Hood (back); G Steve Sciullo (quadricep); CB
Lito Sheppard (lower leg contusion); TE L.J.
Smith (hamstring); DT Hollis Thomas
(groin).

HOUSTON TEXANS (5-6) AT NEW YORK
JETS (8-3) — Texans: DOUBTFUL: RB Tony
Hollings (hamstring). QUESTIONABLE: LB Jay
Foreman (shoulder); S Jason Simmons
(head). PROBABLE: K Kris Brown (left hip); S
Marcus Coleman (shoulder). Jets: QUESTION-
ABLE: WR Jerricho Cotchery (hamstring); LB
Victor Hobson (ankle); QB Chad Pennington
(right shoulder). PROBABLE: LB Jason Glenn
(forearm); S Jon McGraw (groin).

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS (3-8) AT OAKLAND
RAIDERS (4-7) — Chiefs: OUT: DE Vonnie Holli-
day (groin); RB Priest Holmes (knee). DOUBT-
FUL: S Greg Wesley (hamstring); TE Kris Wil-
son (ankle). QUESTIONABLE: LB Monty
Beisel (calf); QB Trent Green (ribs); DT Jun-
ior Siavii (ankle); S Jerome Woods (knee).
PROBABLE: P Steve Cheek (ankle); S
Shaunard Harts (shin). Raiders: OUT: TE
Courtney Anderson (knee); WR Johnnie Mo-
rant (foot); LB Travian Smith (knee); G Ron
Stone (knee); RB Tyrone Wheatley (ham-
string/foot). DOUBTFUL: S Marques Ander-
son (quadricep); DE Tyler Brayton (neck).
QUESTIONABLE: WR Alvis Whitted (hip).
PROBABLE: WR Doug Gabriel (hip); DT War-
ren Sapp (toe).

MINNESOTA VIKINGS (7-4) AT CHICAGO
BEARS (4-7) — Vikings: OUT: C Matt Birk (ab-
domen). DOUBTFUL: LB Raonall Smith (con-
cussion). PROBABLE: G David Dixon (knee); T
Nat Dorsey (shoulder); WR Randy Moss
(hamstring). Bears: DOUBTFUL: T John Tait
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: DT Tommie Harris
(ankle); RB Bryan Johnson (foot); LB Marcus
Reese (foot); LB Brian Urlacher (leg). PROBA-
BLE: DE Adewale Ogunleye (leg).

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (10-1) AT CLEVE-
LAND BROWNS (3-8) — Patriots: OUT: CB Ty
Law (foot). DOUBTFUL: CB Tyrone Poole
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: LB Roman Phifer
(calf); CB Asante Samuel (shoulder); LB
Mike Vrabel (foot). PROBABLE: QB Tom
Brady (right shoulder); CB Randall Gay
(arm); QB Jim Miller (right shoulder).
Browns: QUESTIONABLE: WR Andre’ Davis
(toe/IR); QB Jeff Garcia (shoulder); QB Kelly
Holcomb (ribs); CB Michael Lehan (ham-
string); CB Daylon McCutcheon (shoulder);
RB Lee Suggs (toe).

NEW YORK GIANTS (5-6) AT WASHINGTON
REDSKINS (3-8) — Giants: OUT: DE Lorenzo
Bromell (knee); DE Chuck Wiley (knee).
DOUBTFUL: DT Norman Hand (groin); S Gibril
Wilson (neck). QUESTIONABLE: LB Nick Greis-
en (ankle); C Shaun O’Hara (ankle). PROBA-
BLE: RB Tiki Barber (calf/knee); S Jack Brew-
er (calf/lower leg); LB Barrett Green (knee).
Redskins: OUT: LB LaVar Arrington (knee).
DOUBTFUL: G Randy Thomas (hamstring).
QUESTIONABLE: DE Phillip Daniels (groin); T
Mark Wilson (knee). PROBABLE: WR Laveran-
ues Coles (hip); DE Demetric Evans (ankle);
DT Cornelius Griffin (hip); DT Jermaine Haley
(knee); T Chris Samuels (ankle); CB Fred
Smoot (shoulder).

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (1-10) AT ST. LOUIS
RAMS (5-6) — 49ers: OUT: C Jeremy Newber-
ry (back/knee); CB Ahmed Plummer (neck).
QUESTIONABLE: LB Ray Wells (ankle). PROB-
ABLE: CB Jimmy Williams (toe). Rams: OUT:
G Chris Dishman (knee). DOUBTFUL: CB
Dejuan Groce (knee). QUESTIONABLE: S Ae-
neas Williams (neck). PROBABLE: S Adam Ar-

chuleta (back); WR Isaac Bruce (wrist); RB
Marshall Faulk (knee); TE Brandon Manu-
maleuna (knee).

TENNESSEE TITANS (4-7) AT INDIANAPOLIS
COLTS (8-3) — Titans: OUT: T Brad Hopkins
(hand); S Lance Schulters (foot); CB Andre
Woolfolk (wrist). QUESTIONABLE: CB Tony
Beckham (knee); LB Rocky Boiman (calf); RB
Chris Brown (toe); DT Albert Haynesworth
(elbow); DT Rien Long (knee); QB Steve Mc-
Nair (sternum); T Fred Miller (ankle); CB Sa-
mari Rolle (knee); LB Cody Spencer (abdo-
men). Colts: OUT: S Bob Sanders (knee); DE
Josh Thomas (knee). DOUBTFUL: G Tupe
Peko (ankle). QUESTIONABLE: CB Nick Harp-
er (head); C Jeff Saturday (calf). PROBABLE:
G Rick DeMulling (chest); LB Gilbert Gardner
(hamstring); RB Edgerrin James (thigh); LB
Cato June (ankle); DE Robert Mathis (groin);
LB Kendyll Pope (thigh); K Mike Vanderjagt
(groin); WR Troy Walters (upper arm frac-
ture).

PITTSBURGH STEELERS (10-1) AT JACKSON-
VILLE JAGUARS (6-5) — Steelers: OUT: LB Ken-
drell Bell (groin); DE Brett Keisel (ham-
string); CB Chad Scott (knee). QUESTION-
ABLE: WR Plaxico Burress (hamstring); RB
Verron Haynes (knee); CB Chidi Iwuoma
(hamstring). PROBABLE: RB Jerome Bettis
(knee); LB James Harrison (shoulder); C Jeff
Hartings (knee); WR Antwaan Randle El
(hamstring); RB Duce Staley (hamstring).
Jaguars: OUT: WR Jermaine Lewis (concus-
sion); DE Rob Meier (ankle). QUESTIONABLE:
CB Juran Bolden (groin). PROBABLE: TE Kyle
Brady (concussion); TE Brian Jones (shoul-
der); DT Derrick Ransom (shoulder); DT Mar-
cus Stroud (knee); TE George Wrighster
(back).

Monday
DALLAS COWBOYS (4-7) AT SEATTLE SEA-

HAWKS (6-5) — Cowboys: QUESTIONABLE: G
Andre Gurode (knee). PROBABLE: RB Richie
Anderson (concussion). Seahawks: OUT: LB
Chad Brown (knee); LB Tracy White (ham-
string). QUESTIONABLE: RB Kerry Carter
(ribs); DE Chike Okeafor (ankle); CB Bobby
Taylor (knee). PROBABLE: T Walter Jones
(thumb).

College basketball
Men’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. Wake Forest (5-1) lost to No. 5 Illinois

91-73. Next: vs. Richmond, Saturday.
2. Kansas (3-0) did not play. Next: vs. Pacif-

ic, Saturday.
3. Syracuse (6-0) beat St. Bonaventure

91-67. Next: vs. Colgate, Saturday.
4. Georgia Tech (4-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Georgia, Sunday.
5. Illinois (5-0) beat No. 1 Wake Forest

91-73. Next: at Arkansas, Saturday.
6. Oklahoma State (4-0) did not play. Next:

vs. Washington State, Saturday.
7. Connecticut (2-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Indiana, Saturday.
8. Kentucky (4-0) did not play. Next: at No.

9 North Carolina, Saturday.
9. North Carolina (5-1) beat Indiana 70-63.

Next: vs. No. 8 Kentucky, Saturday.
10. Duke (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. Val-

paraiso, Saturday.
11. Michigan State (3-1) did not play. Next:

vs. George Washington, Saturday.
12. Maryland (3-1) did not play. Next: vs.

George Mason, Saturday.
13. Pittsburgh (4-0) beat St. Francis, Pa.

65-41. Next: vs. Duquesne, Saturday.
14. Washington (4-1) lost to Gonzaga

99-87. Next: vs. E. Washington, Sunday.
15. Mississippi State (5-1) did not play.

Next: vs. South Alabama, Thursday.
16. North Carolina State (5-0) did not play.

Next: vs. Manhattan, Sunday.
17. Louisville (3-1) did not play. Next: vs.

Lafayette, Saturday.
18. Texas (4-1) did not play. Next: at Seton

Hall, Saturday.
19. Florida (4-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Miami, Saturday.
20. Notre Dame (3-0) did not play. Next: at

Michigan, Saturday.
21. Arizona (4-2) did not play. Next: vs. No.

15 Mississippi State, Sunday.
22. Alabama (5-1) beat East Tennessee St.

114-77. Next: at Alabama State, Tuesday.
23. Iowa (4-1) did not play. Next: vs. Cente-

nary, Friday.
24. Virginia (5-0) beat Northwestern 48-44.

Next: vs. Auburn, Friday.
25. Wisconsin (3-1) did not play. Next: at

Rutgers, Saturday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Akron 77, Duquesne 65
Army 77, Polytechnic 43
Bentley 95, St. Michael’s 70
Bethany,W.Va. 55, Muskingum 53
Buffalo 74, Colgate 62
C.W. Post 91, Molloy 60
Cabrini 72, Arcadia 59
California, Pa. 84, Bloomsburg 51
Carnegie-Mellon 69, Johns Hopkins 62
College of N.J. 73, Richard Stockton 52
Columbia at Hofstra, ppd.
DeSales 63, Drew 47
Eastern 65, Wesley 49
Elizabethtown 77, Susquehanna 61
G. Washington 81, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 58
Goucher 75, York, Pa. 72
Indiana, Pa. 112, Penn St.-DuBois 52

Kean 85, Ramapo 62
Kings, Pa. 69, Wilkes 66
Lebanon Valley 79, Albright 65
Lehman 76, CCNY 67
Lycoming 77, Scranton 70
Merrimack 63, LeMoyne 55
Messiah 95, Juniata 79
Navy 77, Morgan St. 67
New Hampshire 67, Harvard 60, OT
Niagara 87, Canisius 82
Northeastern 84, Massachusetts 68
Norwich 76, Mass. College 59
Pace 77, Bryant 74
Penn 65, Bucknell 52
Penn St. 83, Rutgers 80
Pittsburgh 65, St. Francis, Pa. 41
Princeton 56, Holy Cross 53
Quinnipiac 83, Cornell 76
Rowan 82, Rutgers-Camden 63
S. Connecticut 79, Assumption 72
S. New Hampshire 59, Franklin Pierce 57
Salisbury St. 75, Gallaudet 55
St. Anselm 81, Stonehill 68
St. Rose 77, American International 70
Syracuse 91, St. Bonaventure 67
Thiel 87, Hiram 81
Union, N.Y. 65, Utica 62
William Paterson 67, Montclair St. 54
Yale 74, Sacred Heart 64

SOUTH
Alabama 114, ETSU 77
Bethune-Cookman 70, Texas Southern 67
Bridgewater, Va. 53, Washington & Lee 43
Charlotte 84, Louisiana-Lafayette 68
Clemson 80, Ohio St. 73
E. Mennonite 67, Roanoke 61
East Carolina 73, Toledo 71
Emory & Henry 80, Guilford 73
Florida Gulf Coast 91, St. Leo 79
Furman 72, N.C.-Asheville 68
George Mason 79, Towson 61
Georgia 71, Alabama A&M 54
Md.-Eastern Shore 69, UMBC 62
Morehead St. 54, Asbury 34
Murray St. 69, Texas-San Antonio 58
Nicholls St. 56, Loyola, La. 50
North Alabama 103, Columbus St. 101
Northwestern St. 72, Jarvis Christian 46
Old Dominion 86, VMI 38
Portland St. 63, Jackson St. 62
Randolph-Macon 74, Lynchburg 63
Richmond 78, South Florida 72
Rollins 74, West Florida 60
South Carolina 91, Appalachian St. 57
St. Augustine’s 105, Wingate 102, OT
Tampa 97, Florida Memorial 68
Tuskegee 96, Clark Atlanta 55
Va. Commonwealth 83, Hampton 54
Va. Wesleyan 75, Hampden-Sydney 60
Vanderbilt 74, Austin Peay 58
Virginia St. 79, Pfeiffer 76
W. Carolina 75, Liberty 63
W. Kentucky 74, SE Missouri 53
William & Mary 90, Longwood 60
Wofford 81, Jacksonville St. 76

MIDWEST
Augsburg 86, St. Olaf 71
Augustana,Ill. 89, St. Ambrose 76
Baldwin-Wallace 97, Oberlin 62
Ball St. 61, Wright St. 54
Bethel, Minn. 101, Macalester 76
Bluffton 89, Kenyon 56
Bradley 76, N. Illinois 74, OT
Dana 87, Hastings 61
DePaul 70, Dayton 59
DePauw 63, Wabash 60
Defiance 92, Mary Grove 84
E. Illinois 77, UMKC 69
Eureka 83, Principia 75
Evansville 81, Tenn.-Martin 74
Gannon 69, Northwd, Mich. 48
Gustavus Adolphus 91, Hamline 60
Illinois 91, Wake Forest 73
Kent St. 81, Cent. Michigan 72
Manchester 67, Kalamazoo 66
Marquette 66, Delaware St. 60
McKendree 83, Maryville, Mo. 72
Michigan Tech 55, N. Michigan 54
Millikin 110, Mac Murray 88
Monmouth, Ill. 75, Webster 63
Mount St. Joseph 93, Earlham 63
N. Iowa 99, Iowa St. 82
NW Miss. St. 100, Haskell Indian Nations 56
North Carolina 70, Indiana 63
Regis 70, Bemidji St. 54
Shawnee St. 93, Malone 85
Siena Heights 87, Rochester, Mich. 60
Sioux Falls 86, Morningside 81, OT
St. Cloud St. 77, Minn.-Crookston 69
St. John’s, Minn. 81, Concordia, Moor. 79
Virginia 48, Northwestern 44
W. Michigan 64, Detroit 48
Wheaton, Ill. 67, Chicago 55
Wichita St. 65, San Francisco 55
William Penn 77, Coe 73
Wis.-Green Bay 79, Chicago St. 71
Wis.-La Crosse 52, Edgewood 49
Wis.-Milwaukee 89, S. Dakota St. 54
Wooster 90, Denison 60

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 70, Mississippi 68
Baylor 63, Ark.-Pine Bluff 53
Oklahoma 67, Coppin St. 44
Oklahoma Science 95, Langston 85
Oral Roberts 48, Loyola of Chicago 44
Texas A&M 81, Oakland, Mich. 63
Texas Tech 105, SMU 67
Texas-Pan Am. 82, SW Assemblies of God 53

FAR WEST
E. Washington 78, Cascade 66
Gonzaga 99, Washington 87
Idaho St. 109, Montana Tech 60
Loyola Marymount 76, Denver 71
N.M. Highlands 83, W. New Mexico 76
New Mexico 99, New Mexico St. 80
Oregon St. 66, Portland 63
Pepperdine 62, UC Santa Barbara 56
San Diego St. 83, San Diego 63
Santa Clara 73, San Jose St. 60

UC Davis 72, Sacramento St. 63, OT
UNLV 73, California 72
Utah St. 71, BYU 57

TOURNAMENT
Hudson Valley Shootout

Championship
Vassar 95, Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 83

Third Place
New Paltz 70, Bard 46

EXHIBITION
Albion 83, Concordia 61

Women’s Top 25 fared
Wednesday

1. LSU (8-0) did not play. Next: at No. 18
Minnesota, Tuesday, Dec. 14.

2. North Carolina (5-0) beat Wofford 89-51.
Next: vs. Tennessee-Martin, Thursday.

3. Notre Dame (7-0) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 15 Michigan State, Thursday.

4. Tennessee (4-1) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 10 Duke, Thursday.

5. Stanford (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. Pep-
perdine, Friday, Dec. 10.

6. Georgia (5-1) did not play. Next: at Geor-
gia Tech, Friday.

7. Texas (3-2) beat McNeese State 80-26.
Next: at New Mexico, Saturday.

8. Connecticut (2-1) beat South Florida
75-65, OT. Next: vs. Holy Cross, Sunday.

9. Baylor (4-1) did not play. Next: vs. Jack-
son State at Greenville, N.C., Saturday.

10. Duke (5-1) did not play. Next: at No. 4
Tennessee, Thursday.

11. Ohio State (6-1) beat Ohio 107-37. Next:
at Dayton, Saturday.

12. Texas Tech (1-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Arkansas-Little Rock, Thursday.

13. Vanderbilt (5-0) beat Memphis 96-53.
Next: at Miami (Ohio), Saturday.

14. Purdue (3-1) did not play. Next: at UC
Santa Barbara, Friday.

15. Michigan State (4-1) did not play. Next:
at No. 3 Notre Dame, Thursday.

16. Rutgers (4-0) did not play. Next: at Old
Dominion, Sunday.

17. DePaul (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. Loyo-
la of Chicago, Monday, Dec. 6.

18. Minnesota (4-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Detroit, Thursday.

19. Kansas State (3-1) did not play. Next:
vs. New Hampshire, Friday.

20. Boston College (4-1) beat Holy Cross
69-61. Next: vs. Northeastern, Saturday.

21. Louisiana Tech (2-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Western Kentucky, Thursday.

22. Maryland (4-1) did not play. Next: at
Xavier, Saturday.

23. TCU (5-1) did not play. Next: vs. SMU,
Thursday.

24. Villanova (3-2) lost to George Washing-
ton 62-52. Next: at Penn, Sunday.

25. UCLA (3-1) did not play. Next: at Pepper-
dine, Thursday.

Deals
Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

ANAHEIM ANGELS—Agreed to terms with
1B-OF Kendry Morales on a six-year con-
tract.

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Named Dave Tremb-
ley manager for Ottawa of the IL; Don Wern-
er manager for Bowie of the Eastern League;
Bien Figueroa manager for Frederick of the
Carolina League; Gary Kendall manager and
Orlando Gomez coach for Delmarva of the
South Atlantic League; Andy Etchebarren
manager, Dave Schmidt pitching coach and
Cesar Devarez coach for Aberdeen of the
New York-Penn League; Julio Vinas minor
league hitting instructor and Tom Lawless
minor league infield and baserunning in-
structor.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Named Yasushi
Yamamoto Japan scout.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Named Chuck Knif-
fin pitching coach and Dwayne Murphy
coach for Syracuse of the IL; Dave LaRoche
pitching coach and John Valentin coach for
New Hampshire of the Eastern League; and
Tom Signore pitching coach for Auburn of
the New York-Penn League.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS—Named Bob Miscik

minor league field coordinator, Vern Ruhle
minor league pitching coordinator and
Steve Baumann assistant trainer. Named
Rodney McCray coach for Louisville of the IL
and Rick Burleson manager for Billings of
the Pioneer League.

HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms with
INF Mike Coolbaugh, C Dax Norris, C Chris
Tremie, RHP Travis Driskill and OF Barry Wes-
son on minor league contracts.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms
with C Chad Moeller on a one-year contract
and LHP Rigo Beltran on a minor league con-
tract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

BOSTON CELTICS—Placed G Delonte West
on the injured list. Activated F Tom Gugliotta
from the injured list.

CHICAGO BULLS—Placed G Jannero Pargo
on the injured list. Activated G Frank Will-
iams from the injured list.

INDIANA PACERS—Signed F Marcus Hais-
lip.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Placed C Mama-
dou N’Diaye on the injured list. Activated G
Lionel Chalmers from the injured list.

ORLANDO MAGIC—Placed F Pat Garrity on
the injured list. Activated G Stacey Augmon
from the injured list.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS—Placed C Peter
John Ramos on the injured list. Activated F
Kwame Brown from the injured list.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS—Signed FB Luke Lawton to
the practice squad. Released WR Kahlil Hill
from the practice squad.

CHICAGO BEARS—Signed DE Alex Brown to
a five-year contract extension through the
2009 season.

DENVER BRONCOS—Signed CB Curome
Cox to the practice squad.

GREEN BAY PACKERS—Signed WR Jamal
Jones to the practice squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Signed LB Winston Tay-
lor to the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Signed DB
Omare Lowe to the practice squad.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Waived DT Shaun
Smith. Released WR Nathan Black from the
practice squad. Signed LB Darrin Smith.

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Signed FB Chris Heth-
erington. Released LB Maugaula Tuitele.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Signed G Jason
Nerys and WR Kevin Youngblood to the prac-
tice squad. Released DB Kentrell Curry and
RB Sultan McCullough from the practice
squad.

SCOREBOARD

TANK MCNAMARA
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Notre Dame
has contacted Utah coach Urban
Meyer about its coaching vacan-
cy and was to meet with him
Thursday, The New York Times
reported.

The school contacted Meyer, a
former Notre
Dame assis-
tant, on
Wednesday,
the newspa-
per reported,
citing an un-

named source. The story did not
say where the meeting would
take place.

John Heisler, Notre Dame’s as-
sociate athletic director, would
not comment to The Associated
Press or say if athletic director
Kevin White was in South Bend.

Utah athletic director Chris
Hill told the AP he wouldn’t com-
ment on the report, but that his
school would attempt to keep
Meyer, who helped make the
Utes a high-profile team in just
two seasons. This year, Utah is
poised to become the first team
from a mid-major conference to
crack the Bowl Championship
Series.

A message left with Meyer’s
assistant Thursday was not im-
mediately returned.

Meyer was the receivers
coach at Notre Dame during
1996-00, leaving the school for
his first head coaching job at
Bowling Green.

He quickly turned around the
Falcons, going 8-3 and 9-3 before
moving to Utah in 2003. The
Utes were 10-2 last season and
are 11-0 this season and ranked
fifth in the nation.

Notre Dame fired Tyrone Will-

ingham as football coach on
Tuesday after he posted a 21-15
record in three seasons.

Meyer received a contract ex-
tension last summer that includ-
ed a clause allowing him to leave
Utah without penalty if he is
hired as head coach at Michigan,
Ohio State or Notre Dame.

Appleby leads in S. Africa
SUN CITY, South Africa —

Australia’s Stuart Appleby shot a
2-under-par 70 Thursday but
closed with bogeys on the final
two holes, leaving him tied with
three others for the first-round
lead at the Nedbank Golf Chal-
lenge.

Appleby, whose round fea-
tured an eagle-3 on the 14th hole,
shared the lead with England’s
Lee Westwood and South Afri-
ca’s Ernie Els and Retief Goosen
in the $4.06 million event. They
were a shot ahead of Chris DiMa-
rco of the United States and Nick
Price of Zimbabwe.

Defending champion Sergio
Garcia of Spain finished at 75
while British Open champion
Todd Hamilton of the United
States had a 74.

Americans Jim Furyk (74),
Jay Haas (75) and Chad Camp-
bell (80) struggled while Price
came back from a relatively inac-
tive year to shoot 32 on the back
nine for a 71.

NHL, union to resume
negotiations

NEW YORK — The NHL ac-
cepted an invitation from the
players’ association on Thursday
to return to the negotiating table
in an effort to end the lockout
that began nearly three months
ago.

In a letter sent to NHL com-
missioner Gary Bettman on
Thursday, players’ association
executive director Bob Goode-
now proposed that the sides
meet next week in Toronto and
said the union is working on a
new proposal.

No official talks have occurred
since Sept. 9, when the union
made its last offer. The lockout
reached its 78th day Thursday.

“We look forward to meeting
with the NHL Players’ Associa-
tion next week,” said Bill Daly,
the league’s chief legal officer.
“We are hopeful that the NHL-
PA’s offer will be a meaningful
effort to address the league’s eco-
nomic problems. When we re-
ceive the proposal, we will evalu-
ate it closely and respond appro-
priately.”

The last offer by the NHLPA
was a luxury tax-based deal that
was rejected by the league, and
the lockout began one week later.
As of Thursday, 334 regular-sea-
son games, plus the 2005 All-Star
game, have been wiped out.

The offer to resume talks
came just hours before the
league’s general managers pre-
pared to get an update from Bett-
man during a dinner meeting in
New York.

The players’ association said
its new proposal should provide
the basis for a new collective bar-
gaining agreement.

Bettman has said that a luxury
tax won’t work for the 30 NHL
teams, which he claims are los-
ing money at a pace that makes it
impossible for the league to sur-
vive under the current system.
He is seeking “cost certainty” for
the clubs, which the union says is
tantamount to a salary cap — a
solution it refuses to accept.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Yankees pulled out of trade talks
for Randy Johnson on Wednesday,
telling the Diamondbacks that
their proposals for deals involving
the five-time Cy Young Award win-
ner were unreasonable, The Asso-
ciated Press learned.

The Yankees informed Arizona
of their decision Wednesday after-
noon, ending weeks of discus-
sions, a high-ranking baseball offi-
cial told the AP on condition of an-
onymity.

While talks appear dead, they
might not be over for good. But
for now, the Yankees find Arizo-
na’s current asking price too high.

Earlier this week, according to
the official, New York proposed a
deal that would send the Dia-
mondbacks right-hander Javier
Vazquez, pitching prospect Brad
Halsey, a top pitcher the Yankees
would have to obtain from anoth-
er team and a significant amount
of money, believed to be $12 mil-
lion to $13 million.

Arizona responded, the official
said, by asking the Yankees for
Vazquez, Halsey, setup man Tom
Gordon and $18.5 million — the
difference between the $17 mil-
lion Johnson is due for the remain-

ing year in his contract and the
$35.5 million Vazquez is owed in
his deal, which has three seasons
left.

Alternatively, the official said,
the Diamondbacks told the Yan-
kees they could remove Gordon
from the deal and replace him
with four prospects.

Yankees general manager
Brian Cashman did not return a
telephone call seeking comment.

New York may now turn its at-
tention to Pedro Martinez. Boston
repeated Wednesday that it wants
to re-sign the three-time Cy
Young Award winner, who also
has received an offer from the
New York Mets. While Yankees
owner George Steinbrenner met
with Martinez last month, New
York has not yet made an offer,
the official said.

Lima ordered to pay woman
$500,000 for giving her STD

HOUSTON — A jury says Los
Angeles Dodgers pitcher Jose
Lima must pay almost $500,000
in damages to a woman who
claimed she contracted genital
herpes from him.

Attorneys for Lima, a former
Houston Astros player, said
Wednesday they plan to appeal
the state court decision and that
Lima was unaware he was infect-
ed until after his relationship with
the 27-year-old woman ended.

Harris County jurors awarded
the plaintiff $475,000 in damages
after hearing closing arguments
Wednesday.

The woman’s lawyers said she
learned she was infected in Febru-
ary 2003, about a week after she
had sex with Lima, and that the
player never warned her that he
had the disease.

Yankees back off
pursuit of Big Unit Report: Utah’s Meyer

to meet with Notre Dame

GIAMBI, FROM BACK PAGE

“So I started to ask him: ‘Hey,
what are the things you’re doing
with Barry? He’s an incredible
player. I want to still be able to
work out at that age and keep
playing,’ ” Giambi testified, ac-

cording to the Chronicle. “And
that’s how the conversation first
started.”

After returning to the United
States, Anderson told Giambi he
could provide him with perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs and sug-
gested he stop taking the steroid

Deca Durabolin that he obtained
from the Las Vegas gym because
it stays in the system too long, the
paper reported. Giambi said he
started using Deca Durabolin in
2001.

Giambi said Anderson never
told him that Bonds used perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

“You know, I assumed because
he’s Barry’s trainer — you know,
Barry — but he never said one
time, ‘This is what Barry’s taking,
this is what Barry’s doing,’ ” Gi-
ambi testified. “He never gave up
another name that he was dealing
with or doing anything with.”

Prosecutors confronted Giambi
with a calendar seized from
Anderson’s home that detailed Gi-
ambi’s schedule of drug use.

Giambi told grand jurors that
he didn’t notice a “huge differ-
ence” in his performance after
starting to use the drugs, the
newspaper reported.

Giambi came to spring training
this year looking noticeably trim-
mer as baseball began a ste-
roid-testing program that includ-

ed punishments for the first time.
Asked in February whether he
had ever taken performance-en-
hancing drugs, Giambi said: “Are
you talking about steroids? No.”

Giambi won the AL MVP in
2000 for Oakland and signed a
$120 million, seven-year
free-agent contract with the Yan-
kees after the 2001 season. He hit
155 homers from 1999-2002 and
batted over .300 each season, but
injuries slowed him down the last
two years.

Bothered by a balky knee, Gi-
ambi hit just .250 in 2003. Giambi
batted .208 and played in only 80
games last season, missing time
because of a tumor, which the
New York Daily News reported
was in his pituitary gland. Medi-
cal experts told the Chronicle that
Clomid, a female fertility drug Gi-
ambi said he thought Anderson
had given him, can exacerbate a
tumor of the pituitary gland.

Giambi’s younger brother, Jere-
my, who last played in the majors
with Boston in 2003, also testified
that he used performance-enhanc-
ing drugs given to him by Ander-
son, according to the Chronicle.

Giambi: Trainer never implicated Bonds, others
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BY JAIME ARON

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Like many Heisman Trophy
voters, Herschel Walker is waiting until
after this weekend to fill out his ballot.

But the 1982 Heisman winner already
has decided one thing: He couldn’t care
less that Oklahoma’s Adrian Peterson is a
freshman.

“This is for who you think is the best this
year, not who has played the longest,”
Walker said. “Adrian Peterson is as quali-
fied as anyone else.”

Walker, Peterson and the Heisman have
been discussed together quite often this
fall because Peterson is having the biggest
impact as a freshman since Walker burst
onto the scene in 1980.

As great as Walker was that fall, he fin-
ished only third in the Heisman voting. No
freshman — heck, not even a sophomore —
has won it, in part because of the argument
that underclassmen haven’t paid their
dues yet.

“What does dues-paying have to do with
winning the Heisman Trophy?” Walker
asked. “It’s not for what you did two or
three years ago, it’s for what you did this
year. You’re on the same field as the older
guys, so why in the world should you not be
able to win it just because you’re young?”

Peterson and several other top Heisman
challengers have one last chance Saturday
to try swaying the 923 voters, including
Walker and the other 51 living winners.
The top-three picks are due Wednesday af-
ternoon and the big announcement comes
three nights later.

Walker has narrowed his choices to
Peterson and his OU teammate, senior
quarterback Jason White, last year’s Heis-
man winner; Southern Cal junior quarter-
back Matt Leinart and sophomore running
back Reggie Bush; and Texas senior run-
ning back Cedric Benson.

California quarterback Aaron Rodgers,
Auburn quarterback Jason Campbell and
Utah quarterback Alex Smith, all juniors,
are also being considered by many voters.

Benson and Smith are the only ones
among that group not playing this week-
end. The rest have games with BCS berths
and national championship hopes on the
line, adding the kind of stakes voters take
seriously.

Another undecided voter is one of the
likely finalists, White.

He said this week his choices are “com-
ing down to the wire,” although he’s indi-
cated he’ll go with Peterson.

“I have a pretty good idea who’s been

playing well this year and definitely de-
serves to be on the ballot,” said White, who
would join Ohio State’s Archie Griffin as
the only two-time winners.

Freshmen were ineligible to play from
1958-72, helping fuel the pay-your-dues
philosophy. Then Walker suited up for
Georgia eight years later and began chang-
ing attitudes.

He ran for 1,616 yards and 15 touch-
downs, both the most ever by a freshman,
and had four 200-yard games. Oh, one
more thing of note: He led the Bulldogs to a
national championship.

But the Heisman went to South Carolina’s
George Rogers, who led the nation with 165
more yards than Walker. While Walker con-
siders Rogers a worthy winner, he’s still ran-
kled about also finishing behind Pittsburgh
defensive lineman Hugh Green.

Walker put up better stats as a sopho-
more, but was understandably second to
Southern California’s Marcus Allen, the
first 2,000-yard rusher. Walker finally won
as a junior, easily beating John Elway and
Eric Dickerson.

“I still question if I should’ve won it that
year,” said Walker, who turned pro instead
of returning as a senior. “I don’t know if I
won it or if they felt sorry and gave it to
me.”

While other players have been good
straight out of high school, none have been
as Walker-like as Peterson.

He has 1,688 yards through 11 games —
72 more in the same number of games as
Walker — with 12 touchdowns. Both aver-
aged 5.9 yards per carry, with Peterson
leading the nation in attempts.

And he didn’t even start five games.
Peterson still ran for at least 100 yards in

his first nine, with the streak ending main-
ly because of a dislocated left shoulder.
He’s topped 200 three times, including two
of the Sooners’ toughest games: a show-
down against Benson and rival Texas, and
against another rival, Oklahoma State.

Next up is the Big 12 championship Sat-
urday against Colorado. A win likely puts
Oklahoma into the BCS national title game,
which would give Peterson yet another
chance to match Walker.

With 176 yards against the Buffaloes,
Peterson would break the freshman rush-
ing record held by Wisconsin’s Ron Dayne.
Dayne took it from Walker, but was an after-
thought in the Heisman voting that year.

Other standout freshmen who were ig-
nored include Pittsburgh’s Tony Dorsett
(then-record 1,586 yards) in 1973 and San
Diego State’s Marshall Faulk (23 total
touchdowns) in 1991.

BY STEPHEN WADE

The Associated Press

SEVILLE, Spain — Three months ago,
Andy Roddick swept 18-year-old Rafael
Nadal 6-0, 6-3, 6-4 in the second round of
the U.S. Open.

Don’t expect it to be that easy when Rod-
dick plays the Spaniard in the Davis Cup
final Friday.

This time, the match is on clay. And
Nadal will be cheered by an expected
record crowd of 26,600 fans at Seville’s
Olympic Stadium.

“He has a lot of game,” Roddick said.
“He hits the ball a ton, he’s very competi-
tive and in an atmosphere like this he is
going to get the crowd going.”

Roddick and Nadal play the second sin-
gles match of the best-of-five series.
Spain’s top player, Carlos Moya, faces
Mardy Fish in the opener Friday.

“Hopefully I am going to win my match
and give him [Nadal] confidence going on
the court leading 1-0,” Moya said.

In Saturday’s doubles, American twins
Bob and Mike Bryan should have the edge
over Nadal and Tommy Robredo. In Sun-
day’s reverse singles, Moya is slated to
face Roddick, followed by Nadal vs. Fish.

The lineups for Saturday and Sunday
can be changed up until one hour before
the matches.

Roddick is the key for the Americans as
they bid for a 32nd Davis Cup title, and
their first since 1995.

Nadal, meanwhile, is lined up to play
three matches as Spain tries to win only its
second Davis Cup.

Nadal was a surprise pick Thursday
ahead of former No. 1-ranked and French
Open champion Juan Carlos Ferrero.

“Certainly Roddick’s favored,” Nadal
said. “He’s No. 2 in the world and that’s on
any surface.”

Nadal, a free-swinging left-hander, is
Spain’s lowest-ranked player at 51. But
he’s been a clutch Davis Cup star.

Nadal, the youngest Davis Cup player in
Spanish history, won the deciding fifth

match against the Czech Republic in Febru-
ary. As a late replacement for Moya, he
won the clinching match in the semifinals
against France.

“Of course I’m surprised to be picked,”
Nadal said. “I’m excited and of course I
feel nervous, as anybody would in this situ-
ation. Really, I wish there were going to be
10,000 more fans.”

Ferrero has battled chickenpox and bro-
ken ribs in the worst season of his career.
He’s the only Spanish player back from the
2000 team that beat Australia.

“If I close my eyes, I want to see myself
on the court on Sunday,” Ferrero said.

Spain has won 11 straight Davis Cup
matches at home. The last time the Ameri-
cans played in Spain on clay was in 2000,
when a team headed by Todd Martin was
swamped 5-0. The Americans also lost to
France 3-2 on clay two years ago in the
semifinals.

“The record [on clay] is not good, but it’s
a different team now,” Roddick said. “Basi-
cally, it’s up to Mardy and me to pick it up
and really prove ourselves on clay.”

Roddick is 12-0 against all members of
the Spanish team, but only one win was on
clay. He’s 14-3 in the Davis Cup and hasn’t
lost a set this season.

Fish is 4-1 against all Spanish players,
but of none of those matches was on clay.
He won the silver medal at the Athens
Olympics and is 4-4 overall in the Davis
Cup.

American reserve Vince Spadea is
ranked 19th to Fish’s No. 37, but was
passed over by American captain Patrick
McEnroe.

“Patrick went with his gut feeling, and
we’ll see how the chips fall,” Spadea said.

Spadea said he expected the matches to
be “slow, slow, slow-motion.”

“They have to be prepared to play 2½
hours, or it’s not going to happen,” he said.

If Roddick wins twice, the Americans
should take the title. The Bryan brothers
are coming off a Masters Cup win in Hous-
ton and are 4-0 in the Davis Cup, where
they’ve yet to lose a set.

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

The PGA of America revamped its sys-
tem Thursday for qualifying for the Ryder
Cup team, giving additional points for win-
ning and quadrupling the points awarded
during the year the matches are played.

It was the first major change in the U.S.
points system since 1993, when more em-
phasis was placed on the majors.

The PGA came under pressure to alter
the way the U.S. team is selected after the
Americans sustained their worst loss to Eu-
rope, 18½-9½, in September at Oakland
Hills.

“You do the best you can to get the best
players,” PGA president Roger Warren
said. “They have to play better than the
other team. We wouldn’t be looking at the
process if we had been more successful.”

Europe has captured the Ryder Cup
seven of the past 10 times.

The U.S. team had only five 2004 win-
ners out of 12 players at Oakland Hills.
Among those who failed to qualify was
Todd Hamilton, a 38-year-old rookie
whose two victories included the British
Open, where he went the final 40 holes
against Ernie Els before beating him in a
playoff.

Several players had complained that the
system was not current and included too
many players no longer at the peak of their
games.

“The new system rewards the game’s
hottest players, as well as many players
who have won events in the year of the
matches,” Warren said.

The next Ryder Cup will be in 2006 at
the K Club in Ireland.

PGA Tour victories at the end of 2004
and all of 2005 will be worth 75 points, with
points awarded down to 10th place. That’s
how it was under the old system.

The big change comes in 2006, when
PGA Tour victories are worth 375 points.
Previously, regular tour victories during a
Ryder Cup year were worth only 150
points. Points for PGA Tour events, from
first place to 10th, will be worth four times
as much during Ryder Cup years, with an
extra 75 points for winning.

The biggest change is in the major cham-
pionships.

A major victory in 2005 will be worth
450 points (up from 225), while 10th place
will earn 25 points. Majors in 2006 will be
worth 675 points (up from 300), with 10th
place worth 40 points.

Chris Riley earned the last spot on the
Ryder Cup team this year with 576.786
points.

“We’re comfortable with where we are,”
Warren said. “But we’ll continue to evalu-
ate it. This isn’t a final decision, but it’s a de-
cision for the 2006 Ryder Cup.”

Points will be earned through the 2006
PGA Championship. The top 10 players
make the team, and captain Tom Lehman
will pick two other players.

AP

Southern Cal sophomore Reggie Bush is in contention to get Herschel Walker’s Heimsan

Trophy vote. Walker is also considering Oklahoma freshmen Adrian Peterson and others.

Heisman voter Walker
says age no factor to him

American meets Nadal in Davis Cup

Roddick key for U.S.

New system for Ryder Cup
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The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Roger
Powell Jr. scored 19 points, Dee
Brown and Luther Head added
16 each and No. 5 Illinois made
Wake Forest look more like a non-
conference patsy than the
top-ranked team in the country in
a 91-73 rout Wednesday night.

The Illini (5-0) led by double
digits for the last 28-plus minutes
of the game, and were up by as
much as 32 in the second half.
With 8:34 still to play, the “Or-
ange Krush” student section
broke into chants of “Overrated!”
In the final minutes of the game,
there were chants of “We’re No.
1!”

Illinois has won 35 straight at
home against nonconference op-
ponents, a streak dating to Nov.
17, 1998. The Illini are 66-3 over-
all at Assembly Hall since the
2000-01 season.

Wake Forest (5-1), which
climbed to No. 1 for the first time
in school history, was held to 39
percent shooting, and its two best
players weren’t a factor.

Chris Paul, the leading vote-get-
ter on the AP’s preseason
All-America team, had 10 points
and Justin Gray, MVP of the Pre-
season NIT, had 11. Eric Will-
iams, the other member of Wake
Forest’s big three, had 18 on
7-for-13 shooting.

No. 3 Syracuse 91, St.
Bonaventure 67: At Syracuse,
N.Y., Hakim Warrick had 18
points and 11 rebounds and Josh
Pace added 14 points and 10 re-
bounds for Syracuse (6-0), which
got its 30th straight victory over
teams from New York state and
sent the Bonnies (0-4) to their
21st straight road loss.

Gerry McNamara had 17
points and Darryl Watkins 12 for

Syracuse. Billy Edelin had four
points and three assists in his re-
turn to the lineup after leaving
the team in the middle of last sea-
son for personal reasons.

Wade Dunston led the Bonnies
with 17 points.

No. 9 North Carolina 70, Indi-
ana 63: At Bloomington, Ind.,
Rashad McCants scored 19 points
and Raymond Felton 18 to lead
the Tar Heels (5-1) to their fifth
straight victory.

Indiana (2-1) was led by
Bracey Wright with 18 points and
Robert Vaden with 16 points and
nine rebounds.

Indiana fans were not kind to
North Carolina’s Sean May, a
former Indiana Mr. Basketball
and the son of Indiana All-Ameri-
can Scott May. He was booed dur-
ing warmups and one fan had a
sign taken away that read “Sean
May Traitor.” Five fans wore
shirts that spelled out the phrase
“May you must be adopted,” and
the boos and chants intensified
throughout the game as May
struggled. He missed five of
seven shots and finished with
eight points, all in the second half.

No.13 Pittsburgh65,St. Fran-
cis, Pa. 41: At Pittsburgh, Chev-
on Troutman led a decisive 17-2
run late in the first half and
scored 22 points as Pittsburgh im-
proved to 28-0 in games against
St. Francis.

Troutman made four free
throws and Antonio Graves, Carl
Krauser and Ronald Ramon hit
three-pointers during the run,
which pushed Pitt (4-0) from a
17-all tie into a 34-19 lead.

Gonzaga 99, No. 14 Washing-
ton 87: At Spokane, Wash.,
Adam Morrison scored 26 points
and Ronny Turiaf had 23 points
and 13 rebounds as Gonzaga (4-1)
won its seventh straight over
Washington.

Nate Robinson led Washington
(4-1) with 22 points, including
four three-pointers.

Gonzaga led from the opening
tip, and pulled away from a 59-all
tie with 13 minutes remaining.
Three-pointers by Derek Raivio
and Morrison helped Gonzaga
build a 92-82 lead with 2:25 to
play.

Jamaal Williams had 18 points
for Washington.

No.22Alabama114,EastTen-
nessee 77: At Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
Earnest Shelton scored 24 points
and Ronald Steele had a
school-record 18 assists for Ala-
bama.

Shelton was 6-for-11 from
three-point range, and the Crim-
son Tide (5-1) shot 19-for-41 from
behind the arc — breaking the
school record of 16 set in 1996
against Mercer.

Kennedy Winston added 21
points and 10 rebounds. Steele
broke the school assist record of
16 and Alabama’s 30 also was a
school record.

Dillion Sneed had 30 points and
Tim Smith added 24 for East Ten-
nessee (2-3).

No. 24 Virginia 48, Northwest-
ern 44: At Evanston, Ill., Elton
Brown had 15 points and 12 re-
bounds, including the first eight
points of the game, as the Cava-
liers (5-0) held their fifth straight
opponent to 60 points or less.

Northwestern (1-4) has its
worst record since 1999-2000,
when it opened with the same
record.

AP

Sean May, a former Indiana high school Mr. Basketball, had a night-

mare game in his first trip back to the state as a player for North Caroli-

na. He struggled through a scoreless first half and here commits a

charging foul. He did have the consolation of a 70-63 win over Indiana.

No. 1 Wake falls with a thud

PHILADELPHIA

H
e heard the haunting
echo of it, like a bugle
call from his past, pull-
ing at him, pulling him

back to an earlier time, when he
was a cavalry-
man, in the
Third Ar-
mored Regi-
ment.

He heard it
sitting there in
their kitchen
that night,
heard it from
his wife,
Alice, heard
her use those
words that for-
ever reverber-

ate at The Point.
Duty. Honor. Country.
You have, she told him, a duty

to do this. A patriotic duty. All the
losing, it’s demoralizing. Especial-
ly for the troops serving in harm’s
way.

“It kind of hit me,” Bobby Ross
said.

They’ve been married more
than 40 years. She hasn’t steered
him wrong very often.

So Bobby Ross, whose umbili-

cal has been tethered to the mili-
tary much of his life, took the job
last December. Head football
coach, United States Military
Academy, West Point.

He was 67. He had been retired
three years. He had immersed
himself in volunteer work and in
their 15 grandchildren. He
thought he was rid of football,
after a lifetime of it. He had ap-
plied at a couple of schools and
had been rejected, and they’d
been polite enough about it, but
he was pretty sure of the why of
the rejections: He was too old.

So he resigned himself and
plunged his hands deep into the
honey-do jar, the chores and er-
rands that Alice kept for him to
make sure he kept busy. He
thought he had adjusted, adapted;
he thought he was fine.

And then that bugle call, irre-
sistible, the haunting echoes, call-
ing to him ... another chance to
serve your country.

“In a lot of ways, I think we’re
the true America’s Team,” he
said. “All three of us, the acade-
mies.”

And so they are in a way, even
more so in uncertain times like
these, and so what has befallen

Army football in recent years has
been especially wrenching — the
first major program to lose 13
games in a season, no winning sea-
sons in the last nine, a two-season
record of 1-24 coming into 2004.

All that persistent losing had be-
come a habit. The players had
been beaten down. The first
change Bobby Ross had to make
was to break the cycle, reverse
the mind-set.

“Just being competitive, that’s
not enough,” he told them. “Keep-
ing the score close, that’s not the
answer. I despise losing. I’m not
very good at it.”

He hasn’t had to endure much
of it, college or pro. He produced
winners at Maryland and at Geor-
gia Tech, including a shared na-
tional championship. He pro-
duced winners at San Diego, in-
cluding a Super Bowl berth, and
at Detroit.

Nine games into the 2000 NFL
season, he resigned. It wasn’t be-
cause he suddenly stopped loving
football, or was burned out.

No, it was blood clots, in both
legs, and the family history was
grim — his father had both legs
amputated because of clots.

In time, Ross healed. But the

thrill of the hunt, the competing,
that still gnawed at him. That was
the one thing he couldn’t find a
substitute for in retirement.

So when The Point called ...
He graduated from Virginia

Military Institute. He coached
there a year. He coached The Cit-
adel. He spent three years in the
Army. One of his sons graduated
from the Naval Academy, anoth-
er from the Air Force Academy.
The bugle call is a theme song for
the Ross family.

“I have a deep appreciation of
what West Point stands for,” he
said, “and a deep respect for it.
The history, the tradition, it’s a
very inspiring place to be.”

He is a patriot coaching patri-
ots, but love of country and sense
of obligation, by themselves,
don’t win football games. The
first four games of this year were
no different. The losing streak
reached 19 in a row. And then,
Oct. 9: Army 48, Cincinnati 29.

Next thing he knew, Bobby
Ross was being hoisted aloft, car-
ried off on the shoulders of play-
ers who one day, and soon, may
find themselves half a world
away, in a desert firefight.

The e-mail and the snail mail

and the phone calls inundated the
coach and the Cadets, much of it
from Iraq and from Afghanistan,
from troops with something to
cheer about. Army followed up
with another victory the very
next week. Now, the Navy game
beckons and the stack of mail and
messages on the desk of Bobby
Ross is, he figures, a foot and a
half high. At least.

The perspective is never lost.
Values are never diminished.

Football matters, yes, but they
all know what might await them.
On display in the Army locker
room is an American flag that
was flown during a skirmish in Af-
ghanistan in which three Ameri-
can patriots perished.

Army is 2-8. Navy is 8-2. Not so
long ago, Navy couldn’t win a
game. In that example, then, is in-
spiration for Army. And the histo-
ry of Bobby Ross, the Virginian
with the soft drawl and the set
jaw, is to revive and restore.

“We’ve just started climbing
that mountain,” he said.

But all the way up, they can
hear the echo of the bugle call.

Bill Lyon is a columnist for The Philadel-
phia Inquirer.

Bill Lyon

Illinois makes it look easy; Syracuse, Carolina roll

Army’s Ross answers the (bugle) call to duty
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BY JOE MILICIA

The Associated Press

BEREA, Ohio — With music blaring in
the suddenly upbeat Cleveland locker
room, Browns defensive end Kenard Lang
and other players called coach Butch
Davis’ resignation a welcome change.

“Everybody is refreshed. We’ve got a
new beginning,” Lang said Wednesday.

Interim coach Terry Robiskie began his
tenure with an emotional speech.

“All I said was I want every guy in here,
if you believe you’re a leader, stand up,”
Robiskie said. “About 25 guys stood up. . . .
and then I told them, ‘If you’re a leader
grab a guy who you think will follow you
and let’s go to work.’ ”

Players said Robiskie’s talk stirred them
and led to a spirited practice session.

“It’s a lot better feeling coming in to
work,” safety Earl Little said. “Everybody
mentally feels a whole lot better right
now.”

The Browns play host to the Super Bowl
champion New England Patriots (10-1)
Sunday afternoon.

Davis resigned Tuesday, leaving the
last-place Browns (3-8) in disarray with
five games left this season. He declined to

speak to the Cleveland media, but told
Sports Illustrated that the pressure to win
was so intense it was “suffocating.”

“Every game was desperate,” Davis
said. “Every third down was desperate.
The players felt it so much they were al-
most playing paralyzed.”

He also said that the team had been
upset with him ever since he dumped play-
ers in a salary-cap purge after their 2002
playoff season.

Cornerback Daylon McCutcheon didn’t
want to respond Davis’ parting shots.

“He resigned and we’re going to move
on. His opinion is his opinion. For me, I
didn’t want to even listen to it,” McCutch-
eon said.

Davis also acknowledged to Sports Illus-
trated that he had team employees who
would monitor locker-room gossip for him.

If Davis has anybody left reporting back
to him, he won’t hear much sympathy.

“Guys come and go in this business. He’s
leaving with a big old bank account,” said
Little, referring to the $12 million Davis
will receive for the three years left on his
contract. “Nobody’s going to feel sorry for
Coach Davis or anything like that.”

Davis told Sports Illustrated that health
concerns contributed to his resignation

and that he’s going to take a year off from
coaching.

The 53-year-old coach said that just four
hours before the Browns lost 58-48 in Cin-
cinnati last Sunday he had a panic attack.

Davis declined taking medication but
was afraid he was going to have another ep-
isode on the field.

“Butch told me categorically flat out that
he will not coach anywhere in 2005,”
Sports Illustrated’s Peter King said on
HBO’s Inside the NFL. “He told me, ’Look,
I need to get my health back.

I’ve gained 25 pounds since I walked off
the Miami campus four years ago. I don’t
exercise. I eat crummy. I’m a mess. I need
to go and fix my personal health life.”’

Davis’ agent, Marvin Demoff, did not re-
turn a phone message from the AP seeking
comment.

Safety Robert Griffith said when he
joined the Browns in Davis’ second season,
he didn’t notice a strain between the coach
and the players, but it later became evi-
dent.

“I don’t think guys were able to relate to
him in a way that was positive for them to
get their job done for whatever reason, and
most of these guys are Butch’s guys, so I
don’t know what the disconnect was,” Grif-
fith said.

Little wouldn’t go as far as saying the
players had lost faith in Davis.

“I’m just happy that we have coach Ro-
biskie. That’s the best way that I can an-
swer that,” he said. “We have to go out
there and play for ourselves. We want this
to be for us. We also know that we’re going
to run through a wall for Terry Robiskie.”

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — So much
of the Green Bay Packers’ season
has been predicated on fixing
what went wrong on their infa-
mous fourth-and-26 failure in
Philadelphia.

After that flop cost them a
chance to play in the NFC champi-
onship, Mike Sherman shuffled
his coaching staff and secondary.
Bob Slowik, who was promoted to
defensive coordinator after Ed
Donatell was fired, brought an ag-
gressive, blitzing mentality.

Yet, some players insist re-
demption isn’t on the agenda Sun-
day when the Packers (7-4) re-
turn to Philadelphia to put their
six-game winning streak on the
line against the Eagles (10-1).

“We’re motivated by winning,”
cornerback Al Harris said. “Last
year is last year. We’re living in
the present. That game is behind
us.”

That’s exactly the kind of talk
Sherman wants to hear.

“You can’t go back and undo
what’s done,” Sherman said.
“Now, when we hit the field and
we go to the Philly stadium and
we walk out of the locker room
will there be a little something
extra in their gut? I hope so, you
know? I hope so.

“But as far as our preparation
is concerned, I mean, it’s totally
focused on what we’re trying to
accomplish this year. We had our

opportunity last year and we
didn’t take advantage of it and we
have an opportunity to play a
very good Philadelphia team this
year, which we hope to take ad-
vantage of.”

Nevertheless, the loss still
stings.

“It’s one of those games we
looked forward to once we saw
the schedule,” safety Darren
Sharper said. “The main thing is
if we get in that position again, I
know we’re going to execute what-
ever the call is a lot better and
guys will be prepared to not let
that happen again. So, you can
use it as a learning tool.

“But I think more we want to
avenge the loss that we had up
there because we were so close
and really, truly, honestly, we
thought we outplayed them and
we didn’t come away with the vic-
tory.”

Linebacker Hannibal Navies
might have put it best: “It doesn’t
haunt us, but it’s definitely not for-
gotten.”

Actually, the Packers haven’t
been able to get fourth-and-26 off
their minds.

The coaching staff spent count-
less hours dissecting what went
wrong on that fateful down and
distance, when Philadelphia’s

Freddie Mitchell caught a
28-yard pass from Donovan Mc-
Nabb that led to a tying field goal.

The Packers never spent much
time on fourth-and-long situa-
tions at practice, focusing instead
on third downs and stopping
fourth-and-short runs.

Not anymore.
Slowik made the fourth-down

failure in Philly a big part of his
curriculum this season.

And fans haven’t forgotten, ei-
ther.

One follower addressed his
agony by putting “4th 26” on his
gold Packers vanity license plates
— “4th N 26” was already taken

— sort of like keeping a photo of
an old girlfriend to remind him of
the heartbreak.

Another bought a billboard a
few miles from Lambeau Field la-
menting the Philadelphia flop.

They might be disappointed to
hear the Packers talk about forget-
ting and moving on.

“There shouldn’t be any re-
venge,” quarterback Brett Favre
said. “That should never cross
our minds. They made the plays,
we didn’t. To say, they ended our
season, so we owe them one,
that’s untrue. We have to win this
football game for a lot of reasons,
we just didn’t play better than
them last year.”

On fourth-and-26 in the closing
minutes, the Packers lined up
with three defensive linemen, two
linebackers and six defensive
backs. Cornerbacks Mike McKen-
zie (now with the Saints) and Har-
ris and safeties Sharper and
Marques Anderson (now with the
Raiders) were in a four-across
coverage, each responsible for
one quarter of the field 25 yards
from the line of scrimmage.

Sharper and Anderson inexpli-
cably lined up behind the
first-down marker, rendering
their tackle of Mitchell too late.
Also, rookie middle linebacker
Nick Barnett stayed shallow with
the tight end rather than drop
back deep into the middle of the
field.

Had Barnett been in position a
few yards deeper, McNabb would
have had to lob the ball over him
and either of the safeties might
have intercepted it or knocked it
down and the Packers could have
run out the clock and headed to
Carolina for a shot at the Super
Bowl.

Barnett didn’t want to harp on
the blown opportunity Wednes-
day.

“This year is this year. This
game is this game,” he said. “We
can’t think about the past. We’ve
got to focus on the present.”

AP

Browns defender Kenard Lang says the

team is refreshed. “We’ve got a new begin-

ning,” without Davis, he said.

Browns relieved, optimistic after Davis

Green Bay
motivated
in return to
Philadelphia

Fourth-down failure still haunting Packers

AP

The fourth-down debacle in last year’s playoff loss to the Eagles prompted changes to the Packers defense.
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NFL injury update

Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
lowed by team’s prognosis. (See Page 24
for complete injury report provided by
the league):

Raiders: RB Tyrone Wheatley (torn left
hamstring) will likely miss two to three
weeks.

Giants: RB Tiki Barber (stitches in
knee) was held out of practice Wednes-
day but is expected to play Sunday
against Washington.

Chiefs: QB Trent Green (sore ribs)
missed practice Wednesday and re-
mains questionable for Sunday’s game
at Oakland.

Packers: RB Ahman Green (bruised
ribs) practiced Wednesday and is ex-
pected to play Sunday at Philadelphia.

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Mike Fra-
tello was hired as coach of the
Memphis Grizzlies on Thursday
as a replacement for Hubie
Brown, who unexpectedly retired
last week for health reasons.

Fratello coached the Atlanta
Hawks for eight seasons and the
Cleveland Cavaliers for six. He
will be the Grizzlies’ seventh
head coach.

“Today is the beginning of a
new day for all of us,” Grizzlies
President Jerry West said. “We
want to get back to where we feel
good about ourselves.”

Brown, 71, was coach of the
year last season after leading the
team to its first playoff appear-
ance. He cited unspecified health
reasons when he retired last
week.

“I am inheriting a team that
knows organization, that knows
discipline and plays unselfishly,”
Fratello said. “That is a great
head start.”

The Grizzlies have lost four
straight since Brown retired and
assistant coach Lionel Hollins
was appointed interim coach. Hol-
lins will stay as an assistant
coach. Fratello also said former
Golden State Warriors coach Eric
Musselman would join his staff as
an assistant.

Fratello’s overall NBA record
is 592-499, including 20-34 in the
playoffs. He was an assistant
under Brown for four seasons in
Atlanta (1978-81) and one season
in New York (1982-83). He re-
placed Brown as interim coach of
the Hawks for three games in
1981.

Nuggets’ White pleads guilty
to firearms charges

DENVER — Denver Nuggets
forward Rodney White pleaded
guilty to two weapons charges
and agreed to 100 hours of com-
munity service to have a third
charge dropped.

White pleaded guilty Tuesday
in Washington to charges of pos-
sessing an unregistered firearm
and unregistered ammunition.

Prosecutors agreed to dismiss
a charge of carrying a pistol with-
out a license if White completes
his community service in Wash-
ington by Sept. 6. White would
face no further jail time.

He spent two weeks in jail after
he and two other men were arrest-
ed in Washington on Sept. 5 for al-
legedly shooting randomly into
the air.

“This has been a tough time for
me, my team and my family,”
White said in a statement. “I sin-
cerely apologize for what I have
done and look forward to having
this matter placed behind me.”

Two banned from Palace for
alleged involvement in brawl

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. —
Two men were banned from
events at The Palace for what the
Detroit Pistons say is their in-
volvement in last month’s NBA
brawl.

John Green and Charlie Hadd-
ad were sent letters informing
them of the ban, which also in-
cludes events at DTE Energy
Music Theatre in Clarkston, Pis-
tons spokesman Matt Dobek said

Wednesday. The Clarkston site is
another holding of the Palace
Sports and Entertainment organi-
zation.

Apart from Pistons games, the
Palace hosts figure skating com-
petitions and concerts. The DTE
Energy Music Theatre holds con-
certs.

Green, of Oakland County’s
West Bloomfield Township, is ac-
cused of lobbing a cup at Indiana
Pacers forward Ron Artest on
Nov. 19, sparking the brawl. Had-
dad, of Burt, ran onto the court
that night, Dobek said.

“They’re completely picking on
the little guy,” Shawn Smith,
Green’s lawyer, said Wednesday.

The brawl spilled into the
stands and led to three Indiana
players being suspended for 25 or
more games, including a sea-
son-long ban for Artest.

There is no telephone listing
for Haddadd.

No criminal charges have been
filed in the brawl. Oakland Coun-
ty prosecutor David Gorcyca said
Tuesday police must finish their
investigation first.

Gorcyca had told The Detroit
News that Pacers players will be
charged, but declined to specify
the players or charges.

Friend faces drug charge over
pot found in Anthony’s bag

DENVER — Prosecutors filed
a drug charge Wednesday against
a friend of NBA star Carmelo An-
thony who said he accidentally
left marijuana in the player’s
backpack before it was found dur-
ing an airport luggage search.

James Cunningham of St. Louis
faces a charge of possessing less
than one ounce of marijuana. If
convicted, he could be fined $100
but would face no jail time.

Prosecutors originally filed the
same charge against Anthony
after the marijuana was found in
his pack on Oct. 15 while he and
his Denver Nuggets teammates
were waiting to board a flight to
Milwaukee for an exhibition
game.

The charge was dropped two
weeks ago after Cunningham
signed an affidavit saying he bor-
rowed the backpack without An-
thony’s knowledge and left the
marijuana in it.

Magic place F Garrity on
injured list, activate Augmon

ORLANDO, Fla. — Orlando
Magic forward Pat Garrity went
on the injured list with a sprained
left foot, and Stacey Augmon was
activated to fill the roster spot be-
fore Wednesday night’s game
against Toronto.

Garrity, a three-point special-
ist, was hurt during Orlando’s
loss to Boston on Monday night.
He’s averaging 7.1 points, lowest
since his rookie season, and is
shooting a career-worst 31 per-
cent on three-pointers.

Augmon had three points and
seven rebounds in seven games
before going on the injured list
Nov. 20 with tendinitis in his left
knee.

The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — If Emmitt
Smith can’t go on Sunday in De-
troit, undrafted rookie Larry
Croom will start at running back
for the Arizona Cardinals.

The former UNLV back is hum-
ble about the opportunity.

“It’s definitely a blessing,”
Croom said. “I didn’t expect it, es-
pecially not this year. Coach Wil-
son (running backs coach Kirby
Wilson) always told me to keep
working hard and you never
know what will happen.”

Coach Dennis Green had de-
clared Smith out of Sunday’s
game with a sprained left big toe.
Smith didn’t practice Wednesday,
but was listed as questionable,
which is supposed to mean
there’s a 50-50 chance he can
play Sunday.

“He has an amazing ability to
heal,” Green said, “so we’ll see.”

Green called Smith one of the
most resilient players he has
coached.

“Emmitt really goes hard at the
rehab aspect of it,” Green said.
“Some of the very best players
seem to have a body type, a heal-
ing capability, that they can play
with a lot of pain and can get back
to the field very quickly.”

Croom has moved ahead of
Josh Scobey on the depth chart to
become Smith’s backup after
Troy Hambrick was lost for the
season with a torn foot ligament.

“He’s a very quick player,”
Green said of Croom. “His shifti-
ness is pretty obvious every time
he touches the football.

He’s also very dedicated.”

Croom carried 10 times for
only 25 yards in last week’s 13-3
loss to the New York Jets. Arizo-
na managed just 71 yards rushing
in the game.

But Croom, who had played al-
most exclusively on special teams
before Hambrick was hurt, said
at least he got a taste of what it’s
like to carry the ball in the NFL.

“There were some mistakes I
made that I’ve got a chance to cor-
rect by looking at film,” he said.
“If I didn’t play, I wouldn’t have a
chance to make up for those mis-
takes.”

Croom started his collegiate ca-
reer down the road at the Univer-
sity of Arizona, where he rushed
for 257 yards and a touchdown as
a redshirt freshman in 2000.

Arizona coach Dick Tomey was
fired after that season, and
Croom decided to transfer to
UNLV after the following spring
practice under coach John Mack-
ovic.

Croom joined coach John Rob-
inson at UNLV, and after sitting
out a season under NCAA rules,
rushed for 605 yards as a junior
and 932 yards as a senior.

If Croom starts, he will be the
fourth rookie in Arizona’s offen-
sive lineup. John Navarre will
make his NFL debut at quarter-

back, taking snaps from rookie
center Alex Stepanovich. The
fourth rookie is wide receiver
Larry Fitzgerald.

Browns QB McCown ready
if Garcia and Holcomb out

BEREA, Ohio — Kelly Hol-
comb’s cracked ribs and Jeff Gar-
cia’s sore shoulder could leave
rookie Luke McCown as Cleve-
land’s only option at quarterback
against New England on Sunday.

Holcomb suffered three
cracked ribs in the Browns’ 58-48
loss to Cincinnati last Sunday, his
first start of the season.

Holcomb has not ruled out play-
ing against the Patriots, and along
with Garcia is listed as question-
able. Garcia sprained the rotator
cuff in his right shoulder on Nov.
21 against the New York Jets.

Browns interim coach Terry
Robiskie said both quarterbacks
will be re-evaluated Thursday.
Neither practiced Wednesday.

BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Ricky Williams re-
jected a deal that would have al-
lowed him to serve a four-game
drug suspension this season and
return to the NFL next year.

“Ricky indicated to me that he
is no longer interested in resum-
ing his career at this time,” Will-
iams’ lawyer, David Cornwell,
said in a statement e-mailed to
The Associated Press on Thurs-
day.

The 1998 Heisman Trophy win-
ner needed to let the league know
by Thursday so he could be
moved from the retired list to the
suspended list by the deadline.
He would have served the suspen-
sion for the Miami Dolphins’ final
four games, starting Dec. 12 at
Denver.

“David Cornwell informed our
office that Ricky Williams has de-
clined to accept the terms of his
reinstatement,” NFL spokesman
Greg Aiello said.

Dolphins spokesman Harvey
Greene wouldn’t comment, say-
ing the matter is between Will-
iams and the NFL.

Williams, 27, stunned his team
by retiring shortly before Miami
opened training camp in July.
The Dolphins filed a lawsuit in
federal court against the running
back, seeking the $8.6 million an
arbitrator ruled he owes the team
for breaching his contract.

Williams is fighting the deci-
sion.

He is now enrolled in a
17-month course at the California
College of Ayurveda in Grass Val-
ley, Calif., studying holistic medi-
cine.

The talks to allow Williams
back into the league involved a
promise to return to the field next
season and to re-enter the NFL
drug program immediately, in-
cluding being tested on a regular
basis.

“The NFL sought assurances

that Ricky is indeed committed to
playing,” Cornwell said.

Williams gave up the $5 million
he would have earned this sea-
son, which would have been his
sixth in the NFL, amid reports he
faced suspension for substance
abuse.

He rushed for 3,225 yards in
two seasons with the Dolphins, in-
cluding a league-leading 1,853
yards in 2002. Miami acquired
him from New Orleans after the
2001 season.

But without Williams, the Dol-
phins have gone into a tailspin.

They’re 2-9 and will finish with
a losing record for the first time
since 1988.

Williams has social-anxiety dis-
order and was a spokesman for
an anti-depressant. He said mari-
juana helped him after he
stopped using the anti-depres-
sant.

Grizzlies hire Fratello
to replace ailing Brown

Undrafted rookie RB Croom
prepared to start for Cards

Williams rejects deal
to come back in ’05

AP

Former Miami Dolphins running

back Ricky Williams could have

served a four-game drug suspen-

sion this season and returned to

the NFL next year.

Former Dolphins RB still fighting
team’s breach of contract lawsuit
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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 8 6 .571 —
Boston 6 8 .429 2
Philadelphia 6 8 .429 2
Toronto 7 10 .412 2½
New Jersey 3 12 .200 5½

Southeast Division
Orlando 9 5 .643 —
Miami 10 6 .625 —
Washington 8 5 .615 ½
Charlotte 3 10 .231 5½
Atlanta 2 12 .143 7

Central Division
Indiana 10 5 .667 —
Cleveland 9 6 .600 1
Detroit 7 7 .500 2½
Milwaukee 4 9 .308 5
Chicago 2 10 .167 6½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 13 3 .813 —
Dallas 10 6 .625 3
Houston 6 10 .375 7
Memphis 5 11 .313 8
New Orleans 1 13 .071 11

Northwest Division
Seattle 14 3 .824 —
Minnesota 9 5 .643 3½
Denver 8 6 .571 4½
Portland 8 6 .571 4½
Utah 8 8 .500 5½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 13 2 .867 —
Sacramento 10 5 .667 3
L.A. Clippers 10 6 .625 3½
L.A. Lakers 9 7 .563 4½
Golden State 3 11 .214 9½

Wednesday’s games
Boston 101, Milwaukee 100
Orlando 129, Toronto 108
Washington 95, New Jersey 68
New York 90, Memphis 82
Sacramento 94, New Orleans 81
Chicago 92, L.A. Lakers 84
San Antonio 105, Philadelphia 72
Phoenix 120, Cleveland 101
Seattle 129, Utah 119, OT
L.A. Clippers 88, Indiana 76
Minnesota 107, Golden State 99

Thursday’s games
Houston at Dallas
Cleveland at Denver

Friday’s games
Toronto at Boston
Washington at Atlanta
Orlando at New York
Detroit at San Antonio
Philadelphia at Memphis
Miami at Chicago
Minnesota at Phoenix
Indiana at Sacramento
Golden State at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games
Memphis at Orlando
New York at Charlotte
Toronto at Cleveland
Atlanta at New Jersey
Chicago at Washington
Detroit at New Orleans

Utah at Dallas
San Antonio at Milwaukee
Philadelphia at Houston
Miami at Denver
Portland at Seattle
Indiana at Golden State
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers

Sunday’s games
Boston at Sacramento
Phoenix at Portland

Wednesday
Celtics 101, Bucks 100

MILWAUKEE — Mason 4-10 8-9 16, Van
Horn 7-12 6-6 21, Gadzuric 1-4 0-0 2, Redd
9-16 1-2 23, M.Williams 5-15 0-0 10, Pachulia
1-1 1-1 3, Hamilton 3-7 6-11 12, Strickland 0-2
0-0 0, James 1-5 0-2 2, Fizer 5-10 1-2 11. Totals
36-82 23-33 100.

BOSTON — Welsch 3-7 2-2 9, LaFrentz 7-12
0-0 14, Blount 5-11 6-6 16, Payton 4-10 2-5 10,
Pierce 6-14 10-11 23, Jefferson 0-1 0-0 0, Davis
3-12 5-6 12, Allen 1-5 2-2 4, Banks 1-4 5-6 7,
Perkins 0-1 2-2 2, McCarty 2-3 0-0 4. Totals
32-80 34-40 101.

Milwaukee 28 30 22 20—100
Boston 30 24 29 18—101
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 5-11 (Redd

4-6, Van Horn 1-1, Strickland 0-1, James 0-1,
M.Williams 0-2), Boston 3-12 (Pierce 1-3,
Welsch 1-3, Davis 1-3, McCarty 0-1, LaFrentz
0-1, Payton 0-1). Fouled out—James. Re-
bounds—Milwaukee 53 (Mason, Fizer 8), Bos-
ton 57 (Blount 16). Assists—Milwaukee 25
(M.Williams 8), Boston 18 (Payton 6). Total
fouls—Milwaukee 31, Boston 26. Technical—-
Boston Defensive Three Second. A—13,180
(18,624).

Magic 129, Raptors 108
TORONTO — Carter 7-15 4-6 21, Bosh 4-8 1-2

9, Woods 1-2 0-0 2, Rose 6-13 3-4 15, Alston
6-12 2-2 16, Palacio 3-10 4-4 10, Bonner 3-7 2-4
8, Marshall 1-3 0-0 2, Murray 1-7 2-2 5, Peter-
son 5-11 1-3 13, Araujo 0-0 2-2 2, Moiso 1-1 3-3
5. Totals 38-89 24-32 108.

ORLANDO — Hill 6-13 5-6 17, Howard 4-6 7-9
15, Cato 6-8 0-0 12, Stevenson 6-8 1-2 13, Fran-
cis 8-12 5-6 23, Battie 2-2 0-0 4, Turkoglu 5-12
2-2 13, Mobley 6-10 1-3 16, Kasun 2-5 0-0 4,
Nelson 5-7 0-0 10, Hunter 1-4 0-0 2, Augmon
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 51-89 21-28 129.

Toronto 34 26 15 33—108
Orlando 34 34 34 27—129
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 8-19 (Carter

3-6, Peterson 2-3, Alston 2-5, Murray 1-2, Pala-
cio 0-1, Rose 0-1, Marshall 0-1), Orlando 6-14
(Mobley 3-6, Francis 2-2, Turkoglu 1-5, Nel-
son 0-1). Fouled out—Kasun. Rebounds—Tor-
onto 39 (Woods 7), Orlando 65 (Howard 20).
Assists—Toronto 20 (Alston 6), Orlando 28
(Francis 9). Total fouls—Toronto 26, Orlando
29. Technicals—Toronto Defensive Three
Second. Flagrant fouls—Augmon. A—12,175
(17,248).

Wizards 95, Nets 68
NEW JERSEY — E.Williams 4-9 9-13 17, Col-

lins 1-7 2-3 4, Mourning 2-6 2-9 6, Best 7-11
2-2 16, Jefferson 0-6 7-10 7, Scalabrine 0-7 0-0
0, Vaughn 1-4 3-4 5, Planinic 2-3 1-2 6, Krstic
1-3 1-2 3, Storey 0-1 0-0 0, Buford 2-7 0-0 4,
A.Williams 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 20-64 27-45 68.

WASHINGTON — Jamison 9-17 0-0 18, Jef-
fries 0-1 1-2 1, Haywood 2-5 3-6 7, Hughes
4-16 6-8 15, Arenas 8-17 11-14 30, Hayes 3-10
1-2 7, K.Brown 3-5 0-0 6, Peeler 4-7 0-0 9,
Dixon 1-3 0-1 2, Ruffin 0-2 0-2 0.

Totals 34-83 22-35 95.
New Jersey 16 23 17 12—68
Washington 18 30 23 24—95
Three-Point Goals—New Jersey 1-5 (Planin-

ic 1-1, Buford 0-1, Scalabrine 0-3), Washing-
ton 5-18 (Arenas 3-5, Hughes 1-4, Peeler 1-4,
Jeffries 0-1, Hayes 0-2, Jamison 0-2). Fouled
out—Best. Rebounds—New Jersey 59 (Col-
lins, Mourning 9), Washington 65 (Haywood
13). Assists—New Jersey 7 (Collins 2), Wash-
ington 24 (Hughes 9). Total fouls—New Jer-
sey 28, Washington 30. Technicals—Collins,
New Jersey coach Frank, K.Brown. Ejected—-
Collins, K.Brown. A—15,805 (20,674).

Knicks 90, Grizzlies 82
MEMPHIS — Battier 2-4 2-2 6, Gasol 4-12 3-4

11, L.Wright 6-11 0-0 12, Ja.Williams 3-4 0-0 9,
Wells 6-12 4-6 16, Watson 0-5 1-2 1, Posey 3-9
2-2 8, Tsakalidis 1-1 0-0 2, Miller 5-11 0-0 11,
Swift 2-7 2-2 6. Totals 32-76 14-18 82.

NEW YORK — K.Thomas 2-14 4-4 8, T.Tho-
mas 2-5 0-0 4, Mohammed 5-7 0-2 10, Craw-
ford 4-14 0-0 9, Marbury 8-14 5-5 26, Ariza 2-6
4-5 8, Hardaway 2-8 0-0 5, Sweetney 5-10 1-2
11, Je.Williams 4-5 1-3 9. Totals 34-83 15-21
90.

Memphis 23 21 17 21—82
New York 18 31 22 19—90
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 4-15 (Ja.Will-

iams 3-3, Miller 1-4, Battier 0-1, Watson 0-1,
Wells 0-2, Posey 0-4), New York 7-13 (Mar-
bury 5-7, Hardaway 1-2, Crawford 1-3, T.Tho-
mas 0-1). Fouled out—Gasol. Rebound-
s—Memphis 49 (Gasol 14), New York 54 (K.Th-
omas 14). Assists—Memphis 18 (Ja.Williams
9), New York 18 (Marbury, Ariza 5). Total
fouls—Memphis 23, New York 23. Techni-
cals—Memphis Defensive Three Second.
A—17,858 (19,763).

Kings 94, Hornets 81
SACRAMENTO — Stojakovic 6-15 5-5 20,

Webber 6-11 0-0 12, Miller 10-12 4-5 24, Bibby
1-9 1-2 3, Christie 2-5 6-6 10, Jackson 6-9 4-5
19, Ostertag 1-1 0-0 2, Barnes 2-5 0-0 4, Son-
gaila 0-1 0-0 0, Daniels 0-1 0-0 0, Evans 0-1 0-0
0, Martin 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-70 20-23 94.

NEW ORLEANS — Nailon 7-17 1-1 15, West
5-8 0-0 10, Brown 4-13 0-0 8, Armstrong 2-12
0-0 4, Wesley 8-15 1-1 18, Lynch 1-4 1-2 3, Har-
rington 7-13 1-1 15, Andersen 3-5 2-2 8, Smith
0-7 0-0 0, Freije 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 37-96 6-7 81.

Sacramento 21 27 26 20—94
New Orleans 23 11 23 24—81
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 6-21 (Jack-

son 3-5, Stojakovic 3-10, Christie 0-1, Miller
0-1, Bibby 0-4), New Orleans 1-13 (Wesley
1-3, Harrington 0-1, Smith 0-3, Armstrong
0-6). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Sacra-
mento 49 (Webber, Bibby 7), New Orleans 50
(Lynch 10). Assists—Sacramento 26 (Web-
ber 9), New Orleans 22 (Armstrong 6). Total
fouls—Sacramento 15, New Orleans 18.
A—12,133 (17,200).

Bulls 92, Lakers 84

L.A. LAKERS — Butler 5-12 3-3 13, Odom 3-6
1-1 7, Mihm 2-7 1-2 5, Bryant 9-21 7-9 28, At-
kins 7-11 1-2 19, Cook 3-6 0-0 7, Brown 1-4 0-0
3, Divac 0-1 0-0 0, Jones 1-4 0-0 2, Rush 0-2 0-0
0. Totals 31-74 13-17 84.

CHICAGO — Deng 7-16 2-2 18, Davis 3-8 0-0
6, Curry 6-14 6-6 18, Hinrich 6-18 4-4 17,
Duhon 1-6 0-0 2, Chandler 3-3 4-7 10, Nocioni
2-6 0-0 4, Gordon 6-13 3-4 17, Williams 0-2 0-0
0. Totals 34-86 19-23 92.

L.A. Lakers 20 20 25 19—84
Chicago 20 25 26 21—92
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 9-28 (At-

kins 4-6, Bryant 3-10, Brown 1-1, Cook 1-3,
Rush 0-1, Butler 0-2, Odom 0-2, Jones 0-3),
Chicago 5-16 (Deng 2-4, Gordon 2-5, Hinrich
1-4, Nocioni 0-1, Duhon 0-2). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 44 (Odom
11), Chicago 59 (Chandler 18). Assists—L.A.
Lakers 21 (Bryant 10), Chicago 22 (Hinrich 7).
Total fouls—L.A. Lakers 21, Chicago 18. Tech-
nicals—Cook. A—18,524 (21,711).

Spurs 105, 76ers 72
PHILADELPHIA — Korver 3-8 0-0 8, Davis 1-4

0-0 3, Jackson 7-14 4-4 18, Iverson 6-17 2-3 14,
Iguodala 1-4 2-2 4, Salmons 2-5 1-2 5, William-
son 2-2 0-0 4, Dalembert 0-5 2-2 2, Green 3-12
2-2 8, McKie 0-0 0-0 0, K.Thomas 1-7 0-0 2,
Skinner 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 28-80 13-15 72.

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 0-4 0-0 0, Duncan
10-12 4-5 24, Nesterovic 1-4 0-0 2, Parker 6-9
1-1 14, Ginobili 2-6 7-11 11, Massenburg 1-2
3-4 5, D.Brown 8-14 4-4 24, Barry 1-5 0-0 2,
Rose 2-6 2-2 6, Udrih 5-5 0-0 10, Horry 2-4 1-2
7, Wilks 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-72 22-29 105.

Philadelphia 25 11 16 20— 72
San Antonio 25 30 20 30—105
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 3-8 (Korv-

er 2-4, Davis 1-3, Iverson 0-1), San Antonio
7-23 (D.Brown 4-7, Horry 2-4, Parker 1-2, Gino-
bili 0-3, Barry 0-3, Bowen 0-4). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 40 (Dalem-
bert 7), San Antonio 55 (Duncan 12). As-
sists—Philadelphia 10 (Iverson, Dalembert,
Iguodala 2), San Antonio 28 (Parker 5). Total
fouls—Philadelphia 24, San Antonio 16. Tech-
nicals—Philadelphia Defensive Three Sec-
ond 2. A—17,566 (18,500).

Suns 120, Cavaliers 101
CLEVELAND — James 6-19 3-4 15, Gooden

3-10 5-6 11, Ilgauskas 9-17 4-5 22, McInnis
10-16 0-0 26, Newble 1-4 0-0 2, Harris 3-6 0-0 7,
Snow 1-1 0-0 2, Traylor 2-3 0-0 4, Diop 0-1 0-0
0, Wagner 2-7 0-0 5, L.Jackson 2-4 0-0 5, Vare-
jao 0-0 2-2 2. Totals 39-88 14-17 101.

PHOENIX — Richardson 9-15 2-2 21, Marion
4-11 2-2 10, Stoudemire 9-16 3-4 21, Nash 8-13
2-2 21, Johnson 8-14 1-2 18, Jacobsen 2-6 3-4
8, Barbosa 6-11 1-1 15, Voskuhl 1-2 4-4 6, Out-
law 0-0 0-0 0, Lampe 0-1 0-0 0, Vroman 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 47-89 18-21 120.

Cleveland 29 17 27 28—101
Phoenix 24 24 38 34—120
Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 9-20 (McInn-

is 6-9, L.Jackson 1-1, Harris 1-3, Wagner 1-4,
Gooden 0-1, James 0-2), Phoenix 8-18 (Nash
3-4, Barbosa 2-5, Johnson 1-2, Jacobsen 1-3,
Richardson 1-3, Marion 0-1). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 41 (Gooden
19), Phoenix 56 (Marion 12). Assists—Cleve-
land 20 (James 6), Phoenix 19 (Nash 7). Total
fouls—Cleveland 19, Phoenix 13. A—14,795
(18,422).

Supersonics 129, Jazz 119
UTAH — Boozer 15-21 6-6 36, Harpring 5-10

5-6 15, Collins 1-2 5-5 7, Arroyo 1-6 1-2 3,
Giricek 3-5 2-2 8, Bell 4-14 2-2 10, Humphries
3-5 0-0 6, Okur 9-12 6-6 25, Eisley 3-11 1-2 8,
Snyder 0-4 1-2 1. Totals 44-90 29-33 119.

SEATTLE — Evans 1-1 0-2 2, Lewis 9-15 3-4
23, James 0-0 0-0 0, Allen 9-20 17-19 38, Rid-
nour 7-14 0-0 17, Radmanovic 7-13 3-3 21,
Daniels 5-10 6-9 17, Fortson 3-6 2-2 8, Collison
1-2 1-2 3. Totals 42-81 32-41 129.

Utah 27 24 31 28 9—119
Seattle 29 27 29 25 19—129
Three-Point Goals—Utah 2-11 (Okur 1-1, Eis-

ley 1-4, Harpring 0-1, Giricek 0-1, Snyder 0-1,
Bell 0-3), Seattle 13-29 (Radmanovic 4-8, Rid-
nour 3-4, Allen 3-7, Lewis 2-6, Daniels 1-4).
Fouled out—Bell, Fortson. Rebounds—Utah
50 (Harpring 9), Seattle 48 (Fortson 9). As-
sists—Utah 26 (Arroyo 7), Seattle 25 (Rid-
nour 10). Total fouls—Utah 34, Seattle 27.
Technicals—Utah Defensive Three Second,
Seattle Defensive Three Second, Seattle
coach McMillan. Flagrant fouls—Bell.
A—16,066 (17,072).

Clippers 88, Pacers 76
INDIANA — J.Jones 5-15 0-0 15, Johnsen 2-7

0-0 4, Harrison 1-2 1-4 3, F.Jones 8-16 1-1 19,
Gill 8-12 2-2 21, Haislip 3-10 2-2 8, Edwards 1-1
0-0 2, Fowlkes 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 30-66 6-9 76.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 9-14 0-0 20,
Brand 12-16 3-4 27, Wilcox 1-4 2-2 4, Mag-
gette 4-11 9-10 17, Jaric 4-11 0-0 10, Moore 0-1
0-0 0, Ross 1-7 0-0 2, Brunson 3-5 0-0 6,
Kaman 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 35-71 14-16 88.

Indiana 21 17 20 18—76
L.A. Clippers 24 16 24 24—88
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 10-22 (J.Jones

5-11, Gill 3-4, F.Jones 2-6, Johnsen 0-1), L.A.
Clippers 4-12 (Simmons 2-3, Jaric 2-5, Brun-
son 0-1, Maggette 0-3). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Indiana 36 (J.Jones 7), L.A. Clippers
41 (Maggette 9). Assists—Indiana 15 (Gill 6),
L.A. Clippers 25 (Jaric 8). Total fouls—Indi-
ana 14, L.A. Clippers 15. Technical—Mag-
gette. A—13,587 (18,964).

T-wolves 107, Warriors 99
MINNESOTA — Garnett 6-15 5-6 17, Szczer-

biak 5-9 10-11 20, Madsen 3-6 0-0 6, Sprewell
7-17 0-0 15, Cassell 9-18 8-8 26, Olowokandi
3-3 0-0 6, Griffin 3-8 0-0 8, Hassell 1-3 0-0 2,
Hudson 1-9 0-0 2, Hoiberg 2-3 0-0 5. Totals
40-91 23-25 107.

GOLDEN STATE — Murphy 9-17 4-5 25, Dun-
leavy 3-7 0-0 7, Robinson 5-12 0-0 11, Richard-
son 9-18 2-3 21, Claxton 2-5 0-0 4, Fisher 4-9
2-2 10, Cheaney 4-7 0-0 8, Foyle 0-0 1-2 1, Pi-
etrus 4-12 2-4 12. Totals 40-87 11-16 99.

Minnesota 29 22 27 29—107
Golden State 27 27 30 15— 99
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 4-14 (Grif-

fin 2-4, Sprewell 1-2, Hoiberg 1-2, Hudson 0-3,
Cassell 0-3), Golden State 8-18 (Murphy 3-4,
Pietrus 2-5, Dunleavy 1-2, Robinson 1-2, Rich-
ardson 1-3, Fisher 0-2). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Minnesota 58 (Garnett 16), Golden
State 47 (Murphy 17). Assists—Minnesota 25
(Garnett 9), Golden State 24 (Richardson 7).
Total fouls—Minnesota 20, Golden State 23.
A—15,706 (19,596).

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Phoenix
Suns were at it again Wednesday
night — racing past another oppo-
nent to improve to 13-2 — the
NBA’s best record and the fran-
chise’s best start in 24 years.

Amare Stoudemire, Steve Nash
and Quentin Richardson each
scored 21 points, and the Suns
beat the Cleveland Cavaliers
120-101 for their ninth in a row.

“By far, they are the best team
in the NBA right now,” LeBron
James said. “Just their ability to
score, that’s an amazing system
that their coach has got them in.”

Joe Johnson scored 18 points
and was the lead defender in hold-
ing James to 6-for-19 shooting for
15 points — 11 under his average.

“They made me work tonight,”
James said. “They played great
defense. At times, I was just inde-
cisive. It wasn’t one of my better
ones, but that’s what’s good about
the NBA. We’ve got another one
tomorrow.”

Stoudemire scored 13 on
6-for-6 shooting in the decisive
third quarter and Nash sat out the
fourth while his backup Leandro
Barbosa scored 13 of his 15
points.

Shawn Marion had 10 points
and 12 rebounds as all five Phoe-
nix starters scored in double fig-
ures for the second night in a row.

The Suns had a season-high 30
fast-break points.

The victory streak matched the
sixth-longest in Suns’ history and
avenged one of Phoenix’s two loss-
es this season.

“I still don’t think we’ve done
nothing yet,” Johnson said.
“Don’t get me wrong. It’s fun to
win. But it’s a long, long season.
There’s a lot ahead of us and a lot
more room for improvement.”

Magic 129, Raptors 108:
Steve Francis scored 23 points,
Grant Hill added 17 and Orlando
to tie for the NBA’s highest-scor-
ing game of the season.

Eight Orlando players scored
in double figures as the Magic
shot 57.3 percent (51-for-89) and
held a rebounding advantage of
61-32.

Only three players didn’t make
at least half their shots.

Celtics 101, Bucks 100: At
Boston, Paul Pierce had a brief ar-
gument with Boston coach Doc
Rivers when he was lifted from
the game, but returned and made
a key three-pointer.

Pierce, who led Boston with 23
points, was lifted with just over
4½ minutes to play and the Celt-
ics holding a 92-91 lead. The star

forward appeared agitated when
Jiri Welsch came in for him.
After a chat in the huddle be-
tween Pierce and Rivers during a
timeout, Pierce returned and hit
his three-pointer on Boston’s first
possession, giving the Celtics a
97-93 lead with 2:40 to go.

Knicks 90, Grizzlies 82: Ste-
phon Marbury made five
three-pointers in the second quar-
ter to help put the Knicks ahead
for good, and host New York re-
ceived a fourth-quarter boost
from Jerome Williams.

The loss was the fifth straight
for Memphis, and the fourth
since the unexpected resignation
of coach Hubie Brown.

Marbury scored 26 points, 17
coming in the second quarter.

Wizards 95,Nets 68:Washing-
ton welcomed coach Eddie Jor-
dan back with a victory over his
former team and sent the Nets to
their sixth consecutive road loss.

Gilbert Arenas had a sea-
son-high 30 points, seven re-
bounds and five assists to lead the
Wizards to their fifth victory in six
games. Antawn Jamison added 18
points and nine rebounds as Wash-
ington posted its largest winning
margin of the season.

Jordan, 49, was hospitalized
with a blood clot in his left leg and
missed two games.

Bulls 92, Lakers 84: Rookies

Luol Deng and Ben Gordon res-
cued Chicago in the fourth quar-
ter and the Bulls held off a late
charge by Kobe Bryant and the
Los Angeles Lakers.

Deng scored nine points and
Gordon eight in the fourth quar-
ter as Chicago got just its second
win in 12 games. Deng and Eddy
Curry led the Bulls, returning
home after a seven-game road
trip, with 18 points apiece.

Spurs 105, 76ers 72: At San
Antonio, Tim Duncan scored 24
points, including 17 straight in
the second quarter, leading the
Spurs.

Duncan, who sat out the fourth
quarter, also had 12 rebounds
and six blocks in 25 minutes for
the 415th double-double of his ca-
reer.

The victory was the 20th in a
row for the Spurs at the SBC Cen-
ter and tied the franchise’s best
start after 16 games at 13-3.

Kings 94, Hornets 81: Brad
Miller’s 24 points and some
clutch outside shooting by Bobby
Jackson and Peja Stojakovic lift-
ed the Sacramento Kings and
kept the Hornets winless at home.

The Hornets had a 20-point def-
icit trimmed to nine after Lee
Nailon’s one-handed follow of a
missed three-pointer with a little
more than nine minutes to go. But
three-pointers on three straight
Kings possessions — two by Jack-

son and one by Stojakovic —
made the score 83-67 and all but
ended any realistic chance of the
Hornets (1-13) notching their
first home victory in seven tries.

The Kings (10-5) have won four
straight on the road.

SuperSonics 129, Jazz 119
(OT): At Seattle, Ray Allen scored
a season-high 38 points, including
nine in overtime, and the Super-
Sonics overcame Carlos Boozer’s
career-high 36-points.

While the surprising Sonics im-
proved their record to 14-3, the
Jazz lost their third straight —
and fifth in six games.

Timberwolves 107, Warriors
99: Sam Cassell had 26 points, 11
rebounds and eight assists, and
visiting Minnesota rallied in the
fourth quarter for its third
straight victory.

Kevin Garnett had 17 points, 16
rebounds and nine assists for the
Timberwolves, who barely held
off a lowly opponent that’s given
them plenty of trouble in recent
years.

Clippers 88, Pacers 76: At
Los Angeles, Elton Brand scored
27 points, Bobby Simmons added
20 and the Clippers barely held
on to beat short-handed Indiana
for their fifth straight victory.

The Clippers have won five in a
row for the first time since No-
vember 1995. The last time they
won six straight was March 1992.

NBA scoreboard

Hot Suns off to best start in 24 years
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The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — New York
Yankees slugger Jason Giambi in-
jected himself with human
growth hormone in 2003 and used
steroids for at least three seasons,
according to his grand jury testi-
mony that was reviewed by the
San Francisco Chronicle.

The testimony given in Decem-
ber 2003 to the federal grand jury
investigating BALCO contradicts
Giambi’s public proclamations
that he never used perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

Baseball probably cannot pun-
ish Giambi. Penalties for steroid
use began in 2004. Human
growth hormone, or hGH, is not
specifically banned by the major
leagues.

Giambi described to grand ju-
rors how he injected hGH in his
stomach, testosterone into his but-
tocks, rubbed an undetectable ste-
roid knows as “the cream” on his
body and placed drops of another,
called “the clear,” under his
tongue, the Chronicle reported
Thursday.

Giambi testified that he ob-
tained several different steroids
from Barry Bonds’ personal train-
er, Greg Anderson, one of four
men indicted by the grand jury
probing the Bay Area Laboratory
Co-Operative. He said he got the
hGH from a gym in Las Vegas.

Anderson’s attorney, Tony
Serra, declined comment to the
Chronicle, citing a court order.

Anderson, BALCO founder Vic-
tor Conte, BALCO vice president
James Valente and track coach
Remi Korchemny all have plead-
ed not guilty to the charges,
which include steroid distribu-
tion.

The Chronicle report came out
the day before Conte is scheduled
to speak on the ABC program
“20-20.”

On Wednesday, a federal judge
refused to immediately dismiss
the charges in response to accusa-
tions that prosecutors illegally
searched BALCO headquarters
and Anderson’s house and car.
U.S. District Judge Susan Illston
said she may conduct hearings
into the matter in January.

Giambi was among dozens of
elite athletes — including Bonds,
Gary Sheffield and track stars
Tim Montgomery and Marion
Jones — who testified before the
grand jury last year under a prom-
ise of limited immunity from pros-
ecution.

Bonds, Jones and Montgomery
deny using performance-enhanc-
ing drugs. Sheffield told Sports Il-
lustrated and ESPN he used “the
cream” and “the clear” from
BALCO, but that he did not know
they contained steroids.

Giambi met Anderson when
the trainer joined Bonds on an
All-Star tour in Japan in Novem-
ber 2002. Giambi said he wanted
to know what Bonds’ secret for
success was.

SEE GIAMBI ON PAGE 25

Paper: Giambi
testified he
used steroids

Illinois leaves Wake behind

AP

Illinois’ Fred Nkemdi guards Wake Forest’s Richard Joyce (23) late in the second half at Assembly Hall in

Chamapaign, Ill., on Wednesday. No 5 Illinois beat No. 1 Wake Forest 91-73. See story on Page 27.
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